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[NAME REDACTED]
Cornwall Council
Public Rights of Way Team
New County Hall
Treyew Road
Truro
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TR1 3AY



11 June 2026


Nick Davies – Operations Officer
Rights of Way and Commons Decision Service

Email: Rightsofway2@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/planning-inspectorate
Customer Services:
0303 444 5000

Your Ref: WCA/PROW/JHB/WCA 596/597 

Our Ref: ROW/3371923


Dear [NAME REDACTED],
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 - Section 53 Order Making Authority: Cornwall Council
Title of Order: The Cornwall Council (Addition of Footpaths at Bovetown and Trelaske in the Parish of Lewannick) Modification Order 2024

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to refer to the above-named Order, which was submitted for confirmation on 14 August 2025.
Examination of the Order and map has revealed that the Order has been incorrectly drafted. Section 56 (3) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 states that every order under the foregoing provisions of this Part shall specify, as the relevant date for the purposes of the order, such date, not being earlier than six months before the making of the order, as the authority may determine. Furthermore, Regulation 4 of the Wildlife and Countryside (Definitive Maps and Statement) Regulations 1993 requires that the relevant date must not be earlier than 6 months before the making of the order. As the relevant date listed in the Order is 12th April 2024, and the order was made on 5th November, this means that this requirement has not been met. The Secretary of State takes the view that this constitutes a fundamental error which is fatal to the validity of the Order. As he cannot purport to use his power of modification to correct such an error, he has decided not to exercise his power of confirmation.
Please would you inform the interested parties to the Order. The sealed Orders will follow by recorded delivery.
Yours sincerely,

Nick Davies
Nick Davies
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