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Approach to Immediate
Definition of ‘immediate’ 

‘Immediate’ is used in the Scheme in different contexts: ‘immediate violence’ (Annex B) and ‘immediate aftermath’ (paragraph 6). In general, the use of ‘immediate’ means something instant, without any intervening physical space or lapse in time.

Approach – ‘immediate violence’ 

The term ‘immediate’ in this context should be tightly interpreted. ‘Immediate’ here means straight away. This includes where the applicant is unsure when the violence could occur or the exact form of this violence, providing the evidence does not exclude that a person of reasonable firmness would have believed that this violence could happen in the immediate future. 

Approach – ‘immediate aftermath’ 

The term ‘immediate’ in this context should be tightly interpreted. It generally suggests a very close link in time and location to the incident. The ‘aftermath’ relates to the incident itself. 

There is no fixed test which specifies which circumstances fall within the ‘immediate aftermath’ of an incident. All the circumstances must be taken into account. 

In most cases, the ‘immediate aftermath’ will refer to a situation in which the applicant arrives at the scene of the incident. However, it is not necessarily limited to the location of the incident. On rare occasions it may include events elsewhere, for example in hospital. 

All the circumstances must be considered, but there are two particularly important considerations which are likely to assist in determining whether an applicant was present at and witness to the ‘immediate aftermath’ of an incident:

1. The length of delay: There is some flexibility in the timeframe, and there are no fixed time limits, but events which are more than around 1-2 hours after the incident are unlikely to be within the ‘immediate aftermath’.

2. The nature of what is witnessed: The applicant must have directly witnessed the harmful consequences of the incident. For example, an applicant who arrives at the hospital to see their loved one critically injured and receiving emergency medical treatment; or an applicant who identifies their loved one’s body at the scene or in hospital shortly after a fatal incident. 



Both the nature of what is witnessed, and the length of any delay, must be considered in every case. 
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