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HearingHearing

Applicant makes 
application.

IDVA referral 

Application and 
Initial Gatekeeping

Safeguarding 
Gatekeeping 
Appointment 

Local Authority 
Writes CIR

Decision Hearing

Parties receive final order

Case Progression Call
- Admin calls Litigants in Person 

to explain court process and 
establish any requirements 

Further Complexity
- If additional complexity is revealed the 

court may need  further directions hearing or 
an updated CIR (loop back to post-

Safeguarding Gatekeeping Appointment)

Children’s Guardian
In particularly complex cases, a children’s guardian may be appointed under FPR rule 16.4. This means the child is 

represented as a party and the children’s guardian instructs a solicitor on their behalf.

Concerns about Domestic 
Abuse or Harm

- Either party may submit a C1A at any 
time to raise a concern regarding Domestic 

Abuse or other types of harm..
- HMCTS will serve the C1A on the other 

party.

Cross Application
- Respondent may file a cross application (C100 or 

C79) at any point.  
-This would go through gatekeeping process and it 

will most likely be consolidated.

Cafcass/Cafcass Cymru 
write CIR

Escalation
At any point in the process if immediate or additional risk is 

identified there will be escalation processes to safeguard 
the children involved.

Child Engagement
- CIR author engages with Child(ren) to 

understand their wishes and feelings. This 
includes sharing the recommendation and 

understanding their preference on how they 
will be informed of the outcome

Application to Vary
- Either party may make a C2 application to change 

orders, dates, or request various measures. This 
could happen throughout the process.

Request permission to 
appeal 

(can happen earlier in the 
process) 

Informing Child
- Child is informed of the outcome.

- Depending on the case and the preference 
expressed, this could be by the parent(s), or by a 
professional, including Cafcass/CSC, or the Judge/

Magistrates..

Day 1:  In the first 24 hours HMCTS will complete the initial receipt and 
gatekeeping 1 actions 

Weeks 1 – 10: Cafcass/Cafcass Cymru will file the CIR within 50 working days of the order. Immediate risks are 
escalated as soon as identified

Local authorities will complete the CIR within 50 working days of the order. They will not have a distinct screening 
due to the child being known to them.

Week 10-13: The Safeguarding Gatekeeping Appointment takes place after the CIR 
has been filed

Weeks 13 - 15: If no further evidence or Directions Hearings are needed the Decision 
Hearing is listed 2-3 weeks after the Safeguarding Gatekeeping Appointment 

The average Child Focused Court case concludes in 12-26 weeks 
(depending on the DFJ area)

Urgent or Permission hearing
- If there are immediate issues 

identified or permission required 
(process outside scope of map)

The CIR will be ordered to the local 
authority where there has been 

engagement with the family within 12 
weeks. Otherwise it will be ordered to 

Cafcass/Cafcass Cymru.

Fact-Finding Hearing
- If there is a need to investigate 

allegations of domestic abuse
- Should only be ordered if 

proportionate.

Engagement with Parents/Carers
- CIR author engages with parents/carers during 

the writing of the CIR.

Police, education, health, 
probation and/or local 

authorities may provide 
information that informs the 

CIR.

Risk assessment summary 
returned to the report author 

within 15 working days.
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