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Thank you for your email of 15t April 2025 containing your request for information. The Government
Legal Department (“GLD”) have considered your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000
(“the Act”, “FOIA”)

01 May 2025

Request

| am writing to request information on the three most costly legal cases for the following departments:
. Cabinet Office

Department for Business and Trade

Department for Culture, Media and Sport

Department for Education

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Department for Science, Innovation and Technology
Department for Transport

Department for Work and Pensions

Department of Health and Social Care

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

HM Treasury

Home Office

Ministry of Defence

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
Ministry of Justice

For each department, please provide me with the names of the three legal cases that had the highest
legal and other costs for the government, which were active in the period between 2021 and 2024.
Please also include cases which are ongoing.

Response
Pursuant to Section 1(1)(a), GLD confirms that it does not hold the information you have requested.

The Government Legal Department is the in-house provider of legal services to Government,
however, departments also directly engage legal services from other legal providers. GLD does not
capture costs information on those cases, and we do not therefore hold information on the most costly
cases for departments. In addition, the Government Legal Department has no data on the internal
time and/or other costs incurred by the instructing Department.

We capture information on those cases that we have been instructed on including time spent on the
case, the disbursement costs incurred and the outcome of those cases including any damages and
legal costs received or paid. As noted above, this will not capture internal costs incurred by the
relevant instructing Department.



Subject to the Section 16 of the Act, GLD has an obligation to provide advice and assistance to
applicants. In conclusion, we do not hold the information requested but individual Departments may
be in a better position to respond to your question.

Your Rights

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask GLD for an internal
review. Internal review requests should be submitted to GLD within two months of the date of receipt
of the response to your original correspondence. Please use the contact details provided at the top of
this letter in order to request an internal review relating to your original request.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to
the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

www.|CO.org.uk

Yours sincerely,

Freedom of Information Team
Operations, Government Legal Department
102 Petty France, Westminster

London, SW1H 9GL
FOl@governmentlegal.gov.uk






