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Thank you for your email of 14 April 2025 containing your request for information. The Government
Legal Department (“GLD”) have considered your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000
(“the Act”, “FOIA”)

Response

Pursuant to Section 1(1)(a), GLD confirms that it partially holds the information you have requested.
Q1 How much has the GLD spent on external law firms over the last three years (2022-2025)?
£27.7TM (exc VAT)

Q2 Within that period, what is the amount of the highest bill?

Solicitor Agent Fees

£376k (exc VAT)

Q3 Within that same period, what is the name of the law firm that has received the most
amount of money from the government?

TLT Solicitors

Q4 Within that period of time, what is the highest hourly rate bill the GLD received from an
external law firm?

We hold information on the hourly rates but are unable to provide this information as we have
estimated that cost of complying with your request would exceed the appropriate cost limit, set at
£600 for Central Government. This means compliance with your request would require more than 24
hours work, at the flat rate of £25 per hour, per person.

Section 12 of the Act makes clear that a public authority (such as the GLD) is not obliged to comply
with if the authority estimates the cost of complying with the request would exceed the ‘appropriate
limit’.

Should you wish to refine and narrow your request GLD may be able to consider your request further
and advise whether your refined requests fall within the appropriate limit.



Your Rights

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask GLD for an internal
review. Internal review requests should be submitted to GLD within two months of the date of receipt
of the response to your original correspondence. Please use the contact details provided at the top of
this letter in order to request an internal review relating to your original request.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to
the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

www.|CO.org.uk

Yours sincerely,

Freedom of Information Team
Operations, Government Legal Department
102 Petty France, Westminster

London, SW1H 9GL
FOl@governmentlegal.gov.uk






