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vear I

Thank you for your email of 02 April 2025 which contained your request for
information. The Government Legal Department (“GLD”) have processed your
request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the Act”).

Request

Between 1 January 2017 and 31 December 2024, how much money has the
government spent in total with regard to external legal advice and/or representation
before the Investigatory Powers Tribunal (IPT) by barrister(s) with regard to section
253 of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016 (IPA) only? If possible, please provide the
total amounts for each calendar year.

Response

GLD does not consider your request to be a valid Freedom of Information request,
as per Section 8(1)(b) of the Act. Guidance from the Information Commissioner’s
Office (“ICQO”) states that a valid request “must be in writing; include the requester’s
name and an address for correspondence; and describes the information requested”.

Your request is considered invalid pursuant to Section 8(1)(b) of the Act as you have
not provided a name of a person.

In line with our duty to provide advice and assistance to applicants, GLD will
consider your request once it is satisfied that it meets the requirements of Section 8
of the Act. In this instance, please provide your full name (i.e. any variation of your
title or first name combined with your surname).

Please consider the ICO’s guidance on how to make a valid information request,
here.

Your Rights



If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for
an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of
the date of receipt of the response to your original correspondence. Please use the
contact details provided at the top of this letter in order to request an internal review
relating to your original request.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future
communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information
Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

www.|CO.org.uk

Yours sincerely,

Freedom of Information Team
Operations, Government Legal Department,
102 Petty France, Westminster

London SW1H 9GL
FOl@governmentlegal.gov.uk






