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Thank you for your email of 6t July 2025 containing your request for information. The Government
Legal Department (“GLD”) have considered your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000
(“the Act”, “FOIA”")

Request

The total amount of public funds that have been spent to date on legal proceedings involving the UK
government and Apple (Inc. or Ltd.).

A breakdown of those costs, including legal representation, court fees, and other expenses, if
available.

Any projected or estimated future costs relating to ongoing or anticipated legal action involving Apple.
If any part of this request exceeds the appropriate cost limit, please provide the information available
within the limit and advise on how | can refine the request.

Response

There are extant litigation proceedings between Apple and the Secretary of State for the Home
Department in the Investigatory Powers Tribunal (IPT) (Case number: IPT/25/68/CH). These are the
only current proceedings between the UK government and Apple (Inc. or Ltd.). We are not aware of
any other litigation proceedings involving Apple Inc and the UK Government in the last 10 years
based upon searches of the GLD’s case database.

This request therefore is related to proceedings before the IPT. Section 23(1) of FOIA provides that
information held by a public authority is exempt information if it was directly or indirectly supplied to
the public authority by, or relates to, any of the bodies specified in subsection (3). The Investigatory
Powers Tribunal is listed in the exemption s23(3)(e).

With respect to your request for projected or anticipated future costs relating to ongoing or anticipated
legal action involving Apple, the only current litigation proceedings are in the IPT and therefore
provision of this information is exempted by section 23(1) of FOIA.

Further, and without prejudice to the reliance on the exemption at section 23(1) of FOIA, in relation to
projected future costs and anticipated legal action, under section 42 (1) of the Act, GLD is not obliged
to release information that is subject to litigation privilege. This type of privilege applies to confidential
communications made between lawyers, clients and third parties for the purpose of providing or
obtaining legal advice in relation to proposed or contemplated litigation.

Prejudice Test relevant to section 42(1)

Factors in Favour of Disclosure Factors Against Disclosure




Promoting openness and transparency of
government, which may increase public trust and
engagement in both the government and
governing processes.

It is recognised that the concept of LPP reflects
the strong public interest in protecting the
confidentiality of communications between lawyers
and their clients.

A furthering of public understanding of
government processes and decision making. This
may contribute to the reducing natural barriers
between government and the public.

Lawyer and client confidentiality promotes respect
for the rule of law by enabling clients (and
members of the public) to seek legal advice, and
allows for free, full and frank exchanges between
awyer and client.

Lawyers rely on any advice to be fully informed
and reasoned. Were legal advice to be published
t could harm lawyers and clients

There is a strong general public interest in
Mmaintaining the confidentiality of lawyer and client
communications so that members of the public
and clients) are not discouraged from seeking

egal advice

As set out in the table above, there are public interests in favour of disclosure and public
interests in favour of non-disclosure. GLD maintains that whilst there is a public interest
to disclose the balance favours maintaining the exemption, and withholding information

requested.

Your Rights

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask GLD for an internal
review. Internal review requests should be submitted to GLD within two months of the date of receipt
of the response to your original correspondence. Please use the contact details provided at the top of
this letter in order to request an internal review relating to your original request.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to
the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

www.|CO.org.uk

Yours sincerely,

Freedom of Information Team
Operations, Government Legal Department
102 Petty France, Westminster

London, SW1H 9GL
FOl@governmentlegal.gov.uk






