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Immunisation Division
61 Colindale Avenue
London, NW9 5EQ





In confidence
Recipient’s name 
Street name
Town
County/Country
Postcode
00 Month 20XX

Dear Doctor

The Immunisation and Vaccine-Preventable Diseases Division of the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), in collaboration with the UKHSA Respiratory and Vaccine Preventable Bacteria Reference Unit (RVPBRU), undertakes enhanced surveillance of laboratory confirmed pertussis cases. I am writing to you as your patient (details attached) has been reported to us with laboratory evidence of Bordetella / pertussis infection in [MM-YYYY of sample].

For all patients, we would be most grateful if you could please complete the enclosed enhanced surveillance form. Please also provide a vaccination history printout and hospital discharge summary where appropriate.

As you are aware, pregnant women are being offered pertussis vaccine to help protect infants until they are old enough to receive the vaccine themselves. UKHSA has responsibility for monitoring this programme. We therefore collect information on the mothers of children aged under 5 years with laboratory-confirmed pertussis, to enable us to continually monitor the effectiveness of both the prenatal and childhood vaccine programmes.

All the information you provide is for surveillance purposes only and will be treated in strict medical confidence. These data are collected under Section 60 of the Health and Social Care Act 2001 (now subsumed into the National Information Governance Board for Health and Social Care, with Section 60 now Section 251 of the NHS ACT 2006) to process confidential patient information for the purposes of monitoring the efficacy and safety of the vaccination programme with exemption for the requirement for consent. 

To complete this form online please use https://surveys.ukhsa.gov.uk/Interview/894ab9a0-3ad5-47d4-b0f5-14c0e8ed2770 and enter the study number xxxx. Please email accompanying vaccination or discharge summaries to PHE.pertussis@nhs.net , including the study number XXXX in the subject line, or post to Immunisation Division, 61 Colindale Avenue, London NW9 5EQ.

Please do contact us if you would like to discuss this further on 020 8327 6058. Thank you in anticipation of your assistance.


Yours sincerely,
Dr Gayatri Amirthalingam, Deputy Director, Immunisation & Vaccine-Preventable Diseases Division
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