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	[bookmark: bmkTable00]Order Decision

	Inquiry opened on 20 January 2026

	by Nigel Farthing LLB

	An Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

	Decision date: 3 September 2026



	Order Ref: ROW/3345267M

	This Order is made under Section 53(2)(b) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (the 1981 Act) and is known as The Rotherham Borough Council (Footpaths Nos. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 and 44 Kimberworth) Definitive Map Modification Order 2023.

	The Order is dated 2 November 2023 and proposes to modify the Definitive Map and Statement (DMS) for the area by adding seven footpaths as shown on the Order map and described in the Order Schedule.

	There was one objection outstanding at the date of the commencement of the inquiry.

	Summary of Decision: The Order is confirmed subject to the modifications set out below in the Formal Decision.

	[bookmark: bmkReturn]


Preliminary Matters
I made an interim determination of this matter by an Interim Order Decision dated 30 March 2026 (“the IOD”) whereby I proposed, for the reasons set out in the IOD, to confirm the Order subject to the modification of deleting reference to the Footpaths numbered 40, 41, 42 and 43 and by the inclusion of the limitation of a pedestrian gate on Footpath 38 between points A and B. This Decision should be read in conjunction with the IOD.
Because the IOD proposed not to show certain ways shown in the Order it was required by virtue of Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 15 to the 1981 Act that notice be given of the proposal to modify the Order and to give an opportunity for objections and representations to be made to the proposed modifications. 
The proposal to modify the Order was duly advertised and no objections or representations were made.
The Main Issues
The main issues are detailed in the IOD.
Reasons
In the absence of any objection or representation being made to the proposed modified Order I shall, for the reasons set out in the IOD, confirm the Order as modified. 
Overall Conclusion
Having regard to these and all other matters raised I conclude that the Order should be confirmed in relation to Order routes 38 and 44 and that part of 39 between points A and D but in relation to Order routes 39 D to E, 40, 41, 42 and 43 it should not be confirmed.
Formal Decision
I propose to confirm the Order subject to the following modifications:
Amend title of the Order and paragraph 3 by deleting the numbers ’40,41,42 43’
Schedule Part I
Delete reference to sections D-E, F-E, E-G-H, G-I, H-J and the relevant description and width.
Schedule Part II
Delete for Path No. 39 under ‘Description of Route’ the words “and continuing generally west for approximately 270 metres to OSGR SK 3887 9396 at its junction with Public Footpath 40”. Under Approx. Length, delete “390m” and insert “120m”
Delete all reference to Path Nos. 40, 41, 42 and 43
Add to the ‘General’ column for Path No. 38 the words ‘Pedestrian gate between points A and B’.
Order Map
On the Order map delete the Order route between points D-E, E-F, E-G, G-H, G-I and H-J.


Nigel Farthing
Inspector














[image: A copy of the order map with the red ink modifications. ]
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