
























JULY 2026   BAJ Statement to Members. 

The BAJ continues to improve its services to members while making significant cost 
savings using remote working for the management and admin team.  

During the past year I have identified areas of significant costs to the union which were 
indeed unnecessary and expensive.  As a result, I am pleased to report these costs have 
been addressed and I am pleased to report those costs have been dramatically cut and 
reduced.  These direct actions have improved our financial position which will NOT in 
any way affect and impact on the performance of the BAJ.   These savings are essential 
and are truly beneficial to our operating performance.  

 

Disappointingly and as a complete shock at the end of 2025 we suffered a catastrophic 
failure to our original website.   I am pleased to report an immediate action plan was 
launched to build a new website.  This project was extensively researched which took 
close to seventy-three hours to design, build and get online.  This also included a more 
up to date email service.  Our new online presence together with a NEW Domain name 
which replaced the old name is modern, interactive and offers visitors and members 
many more opportunities that were not available before.   This includes online BAJ 
Membership Application, Press Card enquiries and Applications as well as a Get in 
Touch form.  

As reported last year we started offering BAJ merchandise which has now been 
expanded to offer our signature BAJ Logo Doorman/Gold Umbrella, this not only offers 
protection from those wet and windy news, sports and features job and protection from 
hot sunny days, it is also a great UK and worldwide marketing opportunity where our 
name can literally be seen by tens of thousands of people and will also be featured on 
TV when news cameras pan around showing news and sports journalists at work.  

BAJ records have again undergone a significant audit concerning the personal 
information in the union's database. As a result, The BAJ is satisfied that the data stored 
on its membership is as accurate as possible but does and can solely rely on members 
keeping the association informed of any changes in address and contact details.  

This has proven to be an unreliable way of ensuring data held on members is accurate, 
so continued work is required to extract this. It is frustrating when members do not 
inform us of changes in respect of their contact details and involves a time process in 
updating information.   

While we have continued to see major redundancies across our industry in all sectors, 
membership in the BAJ remains in constant flux, with new members joining and older 
members retiring or members leaving the industry.  



Looking more closely at our membership database I have discovered that some 
National Staff Members have been paying the older membership subscription of £16.00 
per month. I have now started courteously notifying them that their fees are increasing 
to the amount of £18.25 this will also generate some additional income.  Last year we 
also updated membership fees for freelancers. It was evident that there were a lot of 
members who were paying the old rate of £10.50. I addressed this as they were not 
previously informed the rate had increased to the rate of £11.50 

Press Cards:  Originally Members were being charged £35.00, non-members £80.00.   
The cost of Press Cards has now been increased to £39.50 for member’s and to £87.00 
for non-members.  Additionally for first time Press Card applications there is a £20.00 
Administration fee for non-members. 

Joining Fee: This has been increased from £17.50 to £19.00, additionally when a new 
member joins, they pay one month’s monthly membership subscription or part thereof 
prior to your monthly Direct Debit mandate being set up. 

New Members: We have now introduced a NEW Member joining incentive. A person 
can join the BAJ and Pay a year in advance and take advantage of 11 months for the 
price of twelve plus 50% off the joining fee.   Should a member then decide to leave the 
BAJ a refund would be made, however this would be subject our normal 28 Day Notice 
Period and also the 50% discount joining fee would be additionally collected as part of 
the refund.  

NIGEL HOWARD 

BAJ General Secretary 

 

 

 


