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Dear Recipient,
Re: Address of Farm
I am writing to you as I understand that your farm was found to have cattle with tuberculosis (TB). The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) always informs the local health protection team (HPT) from the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) if cattle are found with TB because of the potential public health risk.
Some people are more vulnerable to TB infection. If anyone meeting any of the criteria listed below has been in contact with the animals, you should contact your local HPT on the following number: Contact details of the HPT
People who are at increased risk of developing TB include people who:
· are aged under 5 
· have a weakened immune system (immunocompromised), including people living with:
· HIV
· diabetes mellitus
· a history of solid organ transplantation
· blood, bone marrow or lymph node cancer (known as haematological malignancy)
· chronic kidney failure, or those who are receiving haemodialysis
· are receiving medication that affects their immune system, including:
· some biologic immunosuppressive treatments such as anti-tumour necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha)
· prolonged, high-dose corticosteroids
· chemotherapy
· have a history of injecting drug use
· have a history of excessive alcohol use
· have had a jejunoileal bypass or have had all or part of their stomach removed (gastrectomy)
· have an occupational lung disease (for example silicosis)
TB in cattle is very rarely passed on to humans, even when they are working very closely with the animals. The risk that you and other people who have had contact with the animals will catch TB is therefore very low. However, it is important that you and others who may have been in close contact with the affected animals are aware of the possible symptoms of TB, which may be any of the following:
· persistent cough (lasting more than 3 weeks)
· coughing up blood at any time
· fever (high temperature)
· night sweats
· unexplained weight loss
· loss of appetite
· swelling of one or more glands, for example in the neck
· extreme fatigue and tiredness
If you have any immediate concerns about your health, or the health of your family or colleagues, then you should consult your GP in the usual way.
To minimise your exposure to TB, we advise that you adopt strict personal hygiene procedures when handling the infected animals and their environment as they are likely to continue shedding the bacteria which causes TB.
You are welcome to discuss any of this with me or one of my colleagues here in the HPT.
Yours sincerely
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