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ASSISTED DYING — COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT

Lauren Edwards MP has reintroduced the Terminally 11l Adults (End of Life) Bill, which would enable
assisted dying in England and Wales. This is an incredibly important and deeply personal issue, on
which Ministers will understandably hold different views. As is long-standing convention for such
issues of conscience, | have set aside collective responsibility on the Bill and on the question of whether
assisted dying should be permitted. That means Ministers can vote, or abstain, however they wish.

The Government will remain neutral on the question of assisted dying and on the passage of the Bill.
The Government will continue to fulfil our duty to the statute book and will ensure that, if Parliament
changes the law, it can be effectively implemented.

We will all bring different life experiences to this debate, and I know the decisions Ministers come to
will weigh heavily on them. As such, everyone must be given the space to arrive at their own view, and
it is vital that those different views are treated with dignity and respect. That is what each of us owe to
each other, our constituents, and to the people across the country whose lives and experiences lie at the
heart of this debate.

I want Members across Parliament to be able to reach those conclusions without feeling that the
Government is seeking to influence the debate. At the despatch box, I ask that Ministers reiterate that
this is a question for Parliament, on which the official Government position is to remain neutral, with
the same approach taken outside Parliament when dealing with all forms of media, including social
media. Of course, Ministers do not need to resile from their previously stated view when directly asked
about them and can correspond with constituents about their previous position, but they should avoid
being part of the public debate, and should not express views about the implications of the Bill for their
Department's responsibilities.

As you will be aware, this is an exceptional arrangement, which applies only to the question of whether,
and how, Parliament should legislate on the issue of assisted dying. Collective responsibility will apply
as usual across the rest of Government business, and if Parliament chooses to change the law, it would
be Government policy to implement it.

Best wishes
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