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Guide title:
Singapore: information for victims of rape and sexual assault
Last updated: 23rd July 2026
This information is provided to help British nationals overseas make decisions about whether and how to seek medical advice and attention; report to local police; and engage with foreign legal authorities following a rape or other form of sexual assault overseas.
For information on support available in the UK, see Rape and Sexual Assault: Returning to the UK.
First steps

If you've been sexually assaulted it's important to remember that it was not your fault. Rape and sexual assault are always wrong – no matter who commits it or where it happens. It is traumatic and it can affect you both physically and emotionally. Do not be afraid to get help. 
It is your choice what you do next, but this information may help you make a decision. The most important thing is to make sure that you are as safe as you can be. You can:
· call the Singapore Police on 999 and ambulance if required on 995
· contact your tour operator if you are travelling with one
· contact consular staff at the British High Commission
Consular staff will be empathetic and non-judgmental. They can provide information on local police and medical procedures. Anything you tell them will be treated in the strictest confidence. They can contact your family or friends for you if you wish.
For information on support available in the UK, see Rape and sexual assault: returning to the UK.

If you want to report the incident to the police in Singapore

If you have a tour operator, they should be able to arrange for someone to support you. If you don’t have a tour operator, we’ll try to send a consular officer to support you. If you approach the police directly, you can also ask them to contact us.
If you choose to report the crime, try to do so as soon as possible to retain forensic evidence. Washing yourself or your clothes may affect how much forensic evidence the police can use. Think about other items that the police can use as evidence like a condom or a toothbrush.
If possible, you’ll be asked to give clothing or items used at the time of the offence. If the perpetrator is known to you, the police will ask to see email exchanges, phone records, and/or text messages.
Tell the police if you think you have been drugged. Insist that you get a police report. You have the option to speak with male or female officers. English is an official language in Singapore, so there’s no need for an interpreter. All documents and reports are in English.
Male homosexual acts are illegal in Singapore. However, if you’re a man raped by another man, the authorities should treat this as they would any other rape case with no prejudice against you. We can come to the police station with you, if you like. We can ask that you be interviewed by a female police officer if that’s what you would prefer and if one is available. We can give you a list of local lawyers, but only you can decide whether or not to take further action. We cannot make this decision for you.
Under the law, anyone suspected of committing an offence shall have their passport retained by the police. This is not the case for victims, so you should be able to leave Singapore at any time. Speak with your investigating officer in case they need any further statements from you before you leave.



Before you go to the police station 

[bookmark: _Int_Tl9fLYJe]If you have a tour operator, they should be able to arrange for someone to support you. If you are in an area where there is a British embassy, high commission or consulate, they will try to send a consular officer to support you, where timing and location allow. You will be able to speak to trained consular staff on the telephone 24/7. 

[bookmark: _Int_cH281KeC]If you approach the police directly, you can also ask them to inform the nearest British embassy, high commission or consulate on +65 6424 4200 so you can get consular support.

If you choose to report the crime, try to do so as soon as possible, so forensic evidence can be retained.

Washing yourself or your clothes may make it difficult for the police to obtain forensic evidence. If you change your clothes, take those you were wearing to the police. You may wish to preserve evidence by retaining items such as condoms, toothbrushes, or texts.


Making a statement and submitting evidence
You will be asked to give a statement with as much information as possible. Having a detailed description of the perpetrator would help. The police may retain clothing or other items that were provided as evidence.
A medical examination is often done to preserve evidence. If you wish to do this, you will first have to file a police report. Then, a police officer will escort you to a hospital or to the OneSAFE Centre if a forensic medical exam is required. This will be performed by a forensic examiner with specialised training. Samples might be taken if needed.
Available support
Support in singapore for victims of sexual assault
In Singapore, victims of sexual assault have access to various support services to help them recover and navigate their experiences. Here are some key resources available:
Care Corner Project StART: Offers a Sexual Assault Recovery Programme with free access to psychologists and counsellors, and provides support for victims regardless of when the incident occurred or who the alleged abuser is. They also hold public education talks and workshops to combat issues related to sexual assault. 
AWARE Singapore: Established the Sexual Assault Care Centre (SACC) to provide services for survivors of all genders. They offer helpline support, online chat services, and counselling for those aged 18 and above. 
Sexual Assault Care Centre (SACC): Provides safe, free, and confidential services for anyone who has faced sexual assault and/or sexual harassment. They have replaced their WhatsApp service with an online chat service. 
National Anti-Violence and Sexual Harassment Helpline: Offers support for victims of any form of violence, including sexual offences. They have seen an increase in calls for help, reflecting heightened awareness and support for victims. 

These organizations are dedicated to providing a safe and supportive environment for victims of sexual assault in Singapore. It is important for victims to reach out for help and to seek support from these services.

After making a statement 
The police may decide to take you back to the scene of the crime as part of the investigation process. They will only do this if necessary. You may be asked to identify a suspect at the police station. Your identity will be protected by a two-way mirror, and you will never be in the same room as the suspect.
If the police make an arrest, the case will be referred to the Attorney-General’s Chambers (AGC). The AGC / Public Prosecutor will decide whether to charge the accused person. The length of police investigations, the time it takes to make a charging decision, the time it takes for the case to reach trial, and the duration of the trial all depend on many factors, including how complex the case is.
In the process of making the charging decision, you may be invited to the AGC for an interview with a Deputy Public Prosecutor (DPP). You may ask to be accompanied by your lawyer for this interview, but the DPP is not obligated to agree.
You can request to be interviewed by a female DPP or for a female DPP to be present in the room. Such requests are normally granted.
Depending on how the case proceeds towards trial, you may be required to give evidence to the public prosecutor (so that it can be used in written form), or testify in Court. If you do so, there are processes to ensure your safety and support as much as possible, and your identity can be protected.
If you appoint a lawyer, they will be able to correspond with the investigating officer and public prosecutor to make this process as smooth as possible. Your lawyer will not be granted access to any of the evidence held by the DPP. However, they can help to ensure that your statement is presented clearly when it is used in Court.
Some lawyers will take on work pro bono here in Singapore, details can be found in our lawyers list.
If you want to leave Singapore, you should speak with the investigating police officer handling your case. They will be able to inform you if and when you will be required to provide further evidence, and if that can be done from the UK.


If you do not want to report the incident to the police in Singapore
The British High Commission will be able to help you, including by:
· helping you to contact your insurance company or your family
· accompanying you to the local hospital or medical facility, where possible
· providing you with lists of lawyers 
· helping you with arrangements to travel back to the UK
· providing you with information on local support in the UK
You can also report the incident to your tour operator if you are travelling with one. They may be able to help you, including accompanying you to the local hospital. 
[bookmark: _Int_JpCmpuDc][bookmark: _Int_18pkoqBL]It’s your choice whether to report the crime. If you don’t report it, your case may not be investigated.
If you report an offence to a hospital in Singapore the medical staff are bound by law to report this to the local Police.
The medical examination: what to expect 

All hospitals and medical centres can treat victims of rape and sexual assault.
Hospitals have an obligation to the report the results of any examination to the police.
The examiner will require a full and thorough medical history and will conduct a full physical examination. They may also take samples of semen and hair for DNA testing. Other procedures may include:
· collection of blood, urine and other body secretion samples
· photo documentation
· collection of clothing, especially underwear
· collection of any possible physical evidence that may have transferred onto you from the scene
· you can request that the medical exam be done by a female doctor if that’s what you prefer. Depending on local conditions and laws, we can arrange for you to see a doctor who can advise on sexually-transmitted infections, including HIV and AIDS, and on pregnancy or abortion. The Association of Women for Action and Research (AWARE) has an FAQ page on abortion that might be helpful.

If you are given medication to take while abroad, you should keep the label or make a note of the name of the medication. You can then give it to your local health provider when you return home.


HIV prevention
HIV post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) medication (a treatment that can prevent HIV infection) needs to be taken within 72 hours of the incident for it to be effective. The NHS may be able to start or continue the 28-day treatment when you return to the UK.

· HIV PEP (‘post-exposure prophylaxis’, a treatment that can prevent HIV infection) is medically prescribed and is available through medical clinics
· HIV PEP medication needs to be taken within 72 hours of the incident for it to be effective. The NHS may be able to start or continue the 28-day treatment upon your return to the UK
· emergency contraceptives are available only with a prescription. Visit a doctor as soon as possible, ideally within 48 to 72 hours
· costs for forensic tests are covered by the Singapore police. You or your insurance provider will need to cover any additional costs
· if you have had medication administered overseas, you may wish to keep the label or make a note of the name of the medication. Let your local health provider know about it when you return home


Emergency contraception 
Emergency contraception needs to be taken within 72 hours of the incident for it to be effective. 

Paying for treatment 

The cost of any tests carried out will be covered by the Police if a report has been made, if no report is made the costs should be covered by your health insurance.


If you want to report the incident to the police in the UK

The support available to you and your access to justice may depend on where you report the crime.

You may need to report the crime before you leave Singapore if you want it to be investigated and police to obtain important evidence.

If you live in or are remaining in Singapore and the crime took place there, you should report the crime there. If you need help to report the crime, you can contact the nearest British embassy, high commission or consulate, or the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office in London.

If you do not report the crime in Singapore and you return to the UK, you can still report the matter to your local UK police. 

[bookmark: _Int_ZiX2mn5T][bookmark: _Int_dUqhMu8P]The UK police should send the information you provide to Singapore However, foreign police forces decide whether to investigate a crime in their jurisdiction and they may not take action.

You can report the crime to the UK police even if you are not seeking an investigation abroad. The UK police can offer you access to victim support in the UK. They may still send some details of the crime to police in Singapore. This might be necessary to protect vulnerable people, or to stop more crimes being committed.

Court procedures in Singapore: what to expect
In general, you can choose to testify behind closed-door hearings in court. If the victim is a foreigner based abroad, the AGC will decide on whether testimony via video link from overseas is acceptable. The UK authorities my also decline to facilitate this if the offence could incur the penalty of corporal or capital punishment.
If you choose not to have a lawyer, the police investigator will keep you updated on the case. It’s important to have a lawyer who can advocate for you and support you. They will be best placed to advise you on the legal and criminal system in Singapore to help you make important decisions on your case.
If the case requires further investigation, you may have to give an additional statement.
Reports of rape or sexual assault will be investigated thoroughly. The authorities will not impose any legal repercussions on you if you withdraw your statement or later change your mind, barring criminal acts such as intentionally giving false evidence or giving false information to a public servant. However, the AGC/Public Prosecutor make the final decision whether to drop any criminal charges that have already been brought against the alleged perpetrators.
If the accused person believes you have intentionally given false evidence against them or fabricated evidence against them, they have the right to lodge a police report against you.
It is possible for the courts to review any requests for compensation for injuries or losses. Final decision rests with the courts.
While there is no state-funded compensation scheme that provides support for physical or psychological injuries, the support organisations detailed below will be able to provide resources and assistance.

Trial procedures
All court proceedings are carried out in English. There will be no jury a panel of judges shall hear the evidence. We often see investigations take a considerable amount of time to reach court in Singapore.


Sentencing
All sexual offences would initially be investigated under the outrage of modesty law in Singapore and then the charges would be more specific to your case once the investigation is complete.

Hiring a lawyer
If you appoint a lawyer, they will be able to correspond with the investigating officer and public prosecutor to make this process as smooth as possible. Your lawyer will not be granted access to any of the evidence held by the DPP. However, they can help to ensure that your statement is presented clearly when it is used in Court.
Some lawyers will take on work pro bono here in Singapore, details can be found in our lawyers list.

H2/Legal aid
There is legal aid available to non Singaporean’s in Singapore, this is means tested. The organisation who runs this is Pro Bono Law.

Compensation
The courts will decide if the perpetrator will have to pay compensation, your lawyer will be able to advise you on steps to raise this. 

Points of contact
The police officer in charge of your case is likely to be your main point of contact. 

If you appoint a private lawyer, you should to receive updates and other communications directly from the police officer and through the lawyer.

If you have returned to the UK or are not in Singapore, you should be able to communicate with the police officer by email.

Once charges are laid against the perpetrator communication will be through your lawyer to the Department of public prosecutors.

Support organisations in Singapore
It is your choice to let people know. If you are ready to talk about it, these organisations may be able to help you.
Association of Women for Action and Research (AWARE)
Women’s Helpline 1800 777 5555
General enquiries (65) 6779 7137
FAQs on abortion: https://www.aware.org.sg/information/abortion/
Guide on sexual assault: https://www.aware.org.sg/information/sexual-assault/
Sexual Assault Care Centre (SACC)
5 Dover Crescent, #01-22 Singapore 130005
Phone number (65) 6779 0282 (Monday to Friday, 10am to 10pm)
Help available: counselling, legal consultation, befriending services, support groups.
Guide: What to do in the first 72 hours after rape or sexual assault.
Samaritans of Singapore (SOS)
10 Cantonment Close, #01-01 Singapore 080010
Phone number 1800 221 4444 (24 hours)
Help available: crisis support, specialist counselling, emotional support, bereavement support group
For LGBT victims of sexual assault: Oogachaga


H2/Glasgow and Clyde Rape Crisis Centre 
Glasgow & Clyde Rape Crisis Centre is a support service for British women and girls aged 13 and over who have been raped, sexually assaulted or sexually abused. They can also assist friends and family members of survivors.  
Their service gives access to UK-based real time support from anywhere in the world via telephone, instant messaging or email.  
Helpline and live chat are available from Monday - Friday 11am – 2pm and Monday - Thursday 5.30pm – 7.30pm UK time.  

When you return to the UK
If you think there is a risk that you have contracted a sexually transmitted infection (STI), you should ask your local health provider to test you. You should do this even if you have been tested in the country where the assault took place.
You may want to let your GP or a Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) know what has happened to you. You can talk to them about your experience, and they can help you get further support and advice where you live.

England

Help after rape or sexual assault
Rape Crisis England and Wales
NHS Choices


Scotland

NHS Inform Scotland: Help after rape or sexual assault



Wales

New Pathways: Life Beyond Sexual Violence
Ynys Saff SARC
Rape Crisis England and Wales


Northern Ireland

The Rowan (SARC)
Nexus NI

Disclaimer

[bookmark: _Int_62yyTh4u]This information has been prepared by UK government officials who are not legally or medically trained. It should therefore never be used as a substitute for professional medical or legal advice. It is intended to help British nationals overseas make their own informed decisions. Neither the UK government nor any official of British embassies, high commissions or consulates accept liability for any loss or damage which you might suffer as a result of relying on the information supplied.

Medical information has been provided by The Havens Sexual Assault Referral Centres of Kings College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and was accurate at the time of production (2 February 2022).
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