
Identifying features

Tentacular
club

Five to six rows of suckers that vary in size.
Five to six suckers in the middle are two times
bigger than the others.

Body Broadly oval.
Up to 450mm mantle length.

Colour Variable: blackish-brown.
Striped or mottled.

Quota or non-quota Non-quota.

Common cuttlefish
(Sepia officinalis)

FAO species code: CTC... ambitious for our seas and coasts
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Identifying features

Tentacular
club

Short and oval.
Six to eight rows of suckers and three to four
larger suckers in the middle.

Body Elongated oval.
Typically up to around 75mm mantle length.

Colour Red-brown, more yellow than common cuttlefish.

Quota or non-quota Non-quota.

Elegant cuttlefish
(Sepia elegans)

... ambitious for our seas and coasts FAO species code: EJE
© Illustrations from Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Reproduced with permission.

FMPT2DC-202608  



Identifying features

Tentacular
club

Short and oval.
Five to six rows of suckers.
Three large suckers in the middle with one
slightly smaller on each side of them.

Body
Elongated oval.
Up to around 120mm mantle length.
Hard spine sticks out the back of the body.

Colour Red-orange, more red than common cuttlefish.

Quota or non-quota Non-quota.

Pink cuttlefish
(Sepia orbignyana)

... ambitious for our seas and coasts FAO species code: IAR

© Photo by A.M.Arias via ictioterm
© Illustrations from Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Reproduced with permission.
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	Tentacular club
	Five to six rows of suckers that vary in size.
	Five to six suckers in the middle are two times bigger than the others.

	Body
	Broadly oval.
	Up to 450mm mantle length.

	Colour
	Variable: blackish-brown.
	Striped or mottled.
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	Elegant cuttlefish (Sepia elegans)
	Identifying features
	Tentacular club
	Short and oval.
	Six to eight rows of suckers and three to four larger suckers in the middle.

	Body
	Elongated oval.
	Typically up to around 75mm mantle length.

	Colour
	Red-brown, more yellow than common cuttlefish.

	Quota or non-quota
	Non-quota.
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	Pink cuttlefish (Sepia orbignyana)
	Identifying features
	Tentacular club
	Short and oval.
	Five to six rows of suckers.
	Three large suckers in the middle with one slightly smaller on each side of them.

	Body
	Elongated oval.
	Up to around 120mm mantle length.
	Hard spine sticks out the back of the body.

	Colour
	Red-orange, more red than common cuttlefish.

	Quota or non-quota
	Non-quota.

	FAO species code: IAR
	... ambitious for our seas and coasts
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