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Introduction

G4001 For APs commencing on or after 06.04.26 there will be a lower rate of the LCWRA element for 

those who are newly determined to have LCWRA on or after 06.04.26 and a higher rate for those who 

were already determined to have LCWRA prior to 06.04.26, or who meet other criteria set out at G4021.

1 UC Act 2025, s2(3); UC and ESA (Rates)(Amndt) Regs 2026, Reg 1(2), 1(4)

G4002-G4010

The Lower Rate LCWRA Element

G4011 If a claimant has a determination of LCWRA made on or after 06.04.26, and they do not fall into 

any of the groups listed in G4021 they will receive the lower rate of the LCWRA Element.

Note: From 06.04.26 to 05.4.27 that lower rate is £217.26 per assessment period1.

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 36

G4012-G4020

The Higher Rate LCWRA Element

G4021 The LCWRA Element will be paid at a higher rate for those claimants who are:

1. a ‘pre-2026 claimant’ (see G4022), or

2. terminally ill (see G4041), or

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/36
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/113/regulation/1/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/section/2


3. a Severe Conditions Criteria (SCC) claimant1(see G4042).

Note: From 06.04.26 to 05.04.27 that higher rate is £429.80 per assessment period.2

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 27(2); 2 Reg 36

Pre-2026 Claimant

G4022 A pre-2026 claimant is someone who:

1. was entitled to the LCWRA Element before 06.04.26, and

2. has been entitled to an award of UC which included the LCWRA Element continuously.1

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 27A(1)

G4023 When deciding whether the UC award with the LCWRA Element is ‘continuous’ no account is to 

be taken of a period of non-entitlement due to not meeting the financial condition of entitlement (i.e. the 

award would be less than a penny), as long as that period of non-entitlement has a duration of fewer than 

six months1.

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 27A(2)

G4024 A claimant will also be classed as a pre-2026 claimant, where:

1. a claimant’s pending assessment is yet to be undertaken on 05.04.26, and a determination of LCWRA 

is made on or after 06.04.26, or

2. a claimant has LCW and is awaiting a further assessment on 05.04.26, and a determination of LCWRA 

is made on or after 06.04.26, or

3. a claimant has been determined LCWRA but on 06/04/26 the relevant period is yet to be served, or

4. a claimant had an award of ESA which included the Support Component prior to 06.04.26 and 

continued to be entitled to ESA with the Support Component after 06.04.26 and up to the date on which 

a UC award which includes an LCWRA Element is made, and

the claimant has been continuously entitled to the LCWRA element since1.

1 UC Regs 2013, Schedule 5A

G4025-G4040

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/113/regulation/3/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/36
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/27


Terminally Ill Claimant

G4041 A terminally ill person is someone suffering from a progressive disease where death in 

consequence of that disease can reasonably be expected within 12 months.1 A terminally ill person is 

treated as having LCWRA.2

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 2; 2 Sch 9, Para 1

Severe Conditions Criteria Claimant

G4042 An SCC claimant is someone who:

1. has been determined to have LCWRA on the basis of an assessment using the LCWRA activity 

schedule1, and

2. at least one of the descriptors in the LWCRA activity schedule will apply to the claimant constantly and 

for the rest of their life2, and

3. the specific bodily disease or disablement, or specific mental illness or disablement, which gave rise to 

the satisfaction of the descriptor, must be one the claimant will have for the rest of their life3, and

4. the specific bodily disease or disablement, or specific mental illness or disablement, must have been 

diagnosed by an appropriately qualified health care professional in the course of the provision of NHS 

services4.

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 40A(2)(a), Sch 7; 2 Reg 40A(2)(b); 3   Reg 40A(3)(a)(i), (b)(i)  ; 4 Reg 40A(3)(a)(ii), (b)(ii)

Note: ‘NHS Services’ means health care services provided under s1(1) of the National Health Service Act 

2006, s1(1) of the National Health Service (Wales) Act 2006, s1(1) of the National Health Service 

(Scotland) Act 1978, and health and social care provided within the Health and Social Care (Reform) Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2009, provided for the purpose set out at s2(1) of that Act.1

1 UC Regs 2013, 40A(5)

Note: In G4042.2. ‘constantly’ means the descriptor applies to the claimant at all times or, as the case 

may be, on all occasions on which the claimant undertakes or attempts to undertake the activity 

described that descriptor1.

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 40A(4)

G4043-G4060

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/schedule/7
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/22/schedule/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/schedule/9
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/2


G4061 Once a claimant has been determined as being an SCC claimant, or as not being an SCC claimant, 

no further assessment for this purpose is to be carried out unless evidence suggests that

1. the determination was made in ignorance of, or based on a mistake as to, some material fact, or

2. there has been a relevant change of circumstances in relation to the claimant’s physical or mental 

condition.1

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 41(4), (5)

G4062 Where a claimant fails to provide information requested for an SCC assessment (without good 

reason) the claimant may be treated as not being an SCC claimant (providing the claimant was sent a 

further request to provide the information at least 3 weeks after the date of first request and at least 1 

week has passed since the further request was sent).1

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 43

G4063 A claimant can be called to attend a medical examination for the purposes of an SCC assessment 

and a failure to attend or submit to that examination (without good reason) will result in them being 

treated as not being an SCC claimant (providing notice of the date, time and place of the examination 

was given 7 days in advance, or if the notice was for fewer than 7 days the claimant had agreed to that).1

1 UC Regs 2013, Reg 44

 

G4064-G4100

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/44
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/43
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/41
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