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1.2 Channel 5: commissioning, scheduling and PSB contribution. We further recommit to 

you that Channel 5 will continue to operate as a Public Service Broadcaster (“PSB”) fulfilling all 

of its obligations under the Communications Act 2003. As confirmed in my letter to DCMS of 

31 March 2025, Paramount not only intends to comply with its PSB licence commitments but to 

build on Channel 5’s success in recent years, including delivering a range of high-quality and 

diverse content to UK audiences. I reaffirmed this in my letter to the Secretary of State dated 26 

January 2026, stating that Paramount is “fully committed to [Channel 5’s] future and to the 

unique, socially focused role it plays within the PSB ecology.” 

Paramount’s most recent long range growth plan for Channel 5 is committed to allocating an 

additional £80 million for the funding for news, original children’s programming and an 

additional 20 hours of drama per annum, over the next three years (2027-2029). We have no 

intention to change Channel 5’s commissioning strategy, scheduling approach, news provision, 

UK origination levels, children’s content, or broader PSB contribution as a result of the 

Transaction. Paramount intends to maintain a diversity of voices with a separation of identities 

within the merged entity that can reach as many different consumers in the UK as possible. This 

is also in the economic interests of the combined company. Specifically: 

(a) Commissioning strategy: We commit that Channel 5’s commissioning strategy will 

remain focused on UK audiences and will continue to prioritise UK-originated content, 

including original drama, factual and entertainment programming. There is no intention 

to replace UK commissions with acquired international content. 

(b) Scheduling: Further, Channel 5’s schedule will continue to reflect its PSB remit and 

serve a broad UK audience, including the provision of high-quality news, children’s 

programming, and a range of original UK content across peak and off-peak hours. 

(c) UK origination: It is also important to note that Channel 5 significantly exceeds its 

quotas for originated content – which accounted for 83% of its peak-time schedule in 

2025 (against a licence requirement of 45%). Paramount also commits to continue to 

exceed, its UK origination quotas as set by Ofcom and to meaningfully growing Channel 

5’s investment in original British programming, with a particular focus on increasing 

spend on UK-originated drama, factual and entertainment content. The Transaction 

presents an opportunity to bring additional resource and ambition to Channel 5’s British 

commissioning, and Paramount intends to build on Channel 5’s recent creative 

momentum to establish it as a stronger and more distinctive voice in the UK PSB 

landscape. 

(d) News provision: Channel 5 also commits to continue to provide regular high-quality 

news programming in accordance with its licence obligations, as set out in Section 2.1. 

below. 

(e) Children’s content: Channel 5’s Milkshake! children’s programming block will continue 

to operate, providing UK children’s content. Paramount does not plan to reduce the 

number of UK-originated children’s broadcast hours below 600 hours per year. There is 

no intention to reduce, consolidate or discontinue Milkshake! as a result of the 

Transaction. 
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is essential for us to realize our growth and to effectively compete in the market. Specifically we 

also commit: 

(a) Editorial independence: No operational efficiency measure will affect the editorial 

independence of any channel or service. Editorial and commissioning decisions will 

continue to be made by the respective editorial leadership of each service. 

(b) Quantity and range of output: Operational efficiencies will not result in any reduction in 

the quantity of content commissioned or the range and diversity of genres offered across 

the portfolio of services. 

(c) Plurality: Operational efficiencies will not result in any merger of Channel 5 editorial 

functions, any reduction in the number of distinct services, or any diminution in the 

plurality of persons with editorial control over media enterprises serving UK audiences. 

5. Conclusion and summary of representations 

By this letter, Paramount has set out representations and assurances – building upon and consistent 

with its prior submissions to DCMS – demonstrating that: (i) the merged entity’s children’s 

channels, notably Nickelodeon and Cartoon Network, will maintain distinct identities and will 

continue to commission and acquire original children’s content; (ii) Channel 5 News will maintain 

full editorial independence through its commissioning of news programming in accordance with 

its PSB licence; (iii) Channel 5’s PSB contribution, commissioning strategy, and children’s content 

will be maintained and built upon, with a specific commitment to grow investment in original 

British programming and to actively develop Channel 5 as a stronger, better-resourced PSB; 

(iv) CNN International will continue to be available in the UK and operate as a distinct news 

service, separate from Channel 5 News; (v) continued access to the CNN and CBS news archives 

will be maintained; (vi) beyond the announced Paramount+ and HBO Max combination, there are 

no current plans to consolidate linear channels with the on-demand services operated by Paramount 

and WBD in the UK; (vii) Paramount is open to exploring co-commissioning and other partnership 

arrangements with fellow PSBs where these serve UK audiences; and (viii) any operational 

measures will not affect editorial independence, content output or plurality. 

On the basis of these representations and assurances, Paramount respectfully submits that the 

Secretary of State’s public interest concerns are sufficiently addressed and that a PIIN is not 

warranted. 

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters further at the Secretary of State’s 

convenience in person or via video conference. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
David Ellison 

Chief Executive Officer 

Paramount Skydance Corporation 




