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How to consult with environment statutory consultees using the 
template form 
The statutory environmental consultees (the ‘consultees’) have produced guidance 
to help neighbourhood planning groups as they develop their neighbourhood plans. 
This guidance offers a range of hints, tips and sources of evidence on which 
environmental issues to consider as your neighbourhood plan develops, including 
when consultation is required.  

The consultation form template can be used to: 

• record why consultation with the statutory environmental consultees is 
necessary at the Regulation 14 stage, and; 

• to outline what information and guidance you need from the consultees to 
further develop your plan.  
 

You can find the blank template of the form to download and complete here: 
Neighbourhood planning toolkits - GOV.UK 

It can also be used to inform the Local Planning Authority of which statutory 
consultees have been consulted on your plan and why. We hope this streamlines the 
process by focussing on the advice that is required to inform your plan.  

The consultation form includes the requirements for consultation for all the 
consultees, which you can apply as necessary depending on the issues affecting 
your plan. You can use the tick boxes(s) to outline the issue(s) that are of relevance 
to your plan. Information on issues you have identified can be included in the ‘further 
details’ column.  

When consulted on any plan the consultees will check the reasons for consultation 
and provide a written response back.  

The Statutory Consultees may be able to offer advice on specific issues outside the 
formal consultation stage. Further detail on the process, contact arrangements and 
advice you will get back can be found in the ‘How to consider the environment in 
Neighbourhood Plans’ toolkit and in guidance on consulting on neighbourhood plans 
on gov.uk.  

 

What if I’m unsure on the reasons for consultation? 

The ‘How to consider the environment in neighbourhood plans’ guide and guidance 
on consulting on neighbourhood plans outline how to gather environmental evidence 
to establish potential effects and opportunities. The consultation form allows you to 
record these issues to inform the consultation process. We recommend obtaining 
relevant information about your area before consulting at the Regulation 14 stage.  

If it is not clear whether consultation is required, then this can be outlined in your 
consultation form and the statutory consultees can offer necessary advice. When 
consulted on any plan the consultees will check the information that you provide.  

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/neighbourhood-planning-toolkits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consulting-on-neighbourhood-plans-and-development-orders
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consulting-on-neighbourhood-plans-and-development-orders
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consulting-on-neighbourhood-plans-and-development-orders


 

 

What if my plan requires an environmental assessment? 

If you require advice on Strategic Environment Assessment please consult the 
Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England as standard.  

If you require advice on Habitats Regulations Assessment, please contact Natural 
England as standard.  

The consultation form is for use in relation to the plan consultation only, to record 
what advice you require on environmental issues. 

Where do I send the form? 

The consultation form can be included with the consultation material. Details on 
where to send your consultation information are provided below:  

Environment Agency: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk  

Historic England: https://historicengland.org.uk/about/contact-us/local-offices/ 

Natural England: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk  

 

Example Template   
Name of Neighbourhood 
Plan: 

 

Local Planning Authority:  

Reason for consultation with 
environmental consultees: 
 

 

Environment Agency Tick Further details including location if known (e.g. 
name of designated site or grid reference) 

The plan includes land in 
flood zones 2 and/or 3. 

The plan includes land in 
flood zone 1 which has 
critical drainage problems 
that the Environment Agency 
has notified the LPA about. 

The plan includes proposals 
that will result in the 
handling, use or storage of 
hazardous substances within 
an area at risk if a major 
accident happened nearby - 

☐ 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://historicengland.org.uk/about/contact-us/local-offices/
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


 

 

find out about developing 
near hazardous sites. 

 

The plan includes a 
waterbody identified in a 
river basin management 
plan. 

 

Potential to affect main 
rivers, groundwater and 
water quality.  

 

The plan includes 
development within 20m of 
the bank of a main river. 

 

The plan includes proposals 
to store, transfer or treat 
waste product or refuse. 

 

The plan includes a 
cemetery or cemetery 
extension.  

 

The plan includes 
development on 
contaminated land or could 
result in land becoming 
contaminated. 

 

Potential to affect land 
subject to coastal change 
management. 

 

Plan includes intensive pig, 
poultry or dairy units. 

 

 

 

 

☐ 

 

 
 

☐ 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 
☐ 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 
 

☐ 

 

 

☐ 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/landuseplanning/about.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/landuseplanning/about.htm


 

 

Other issue not covered 
above (please provide 
details). 

☐ 
 

Historic England  Tick  Further details including location if known (e.g. 
name of designated site/area/feature or grid 
reference) 

 

Potential effect on a listed 
building or its setting. 

 

Potential effect on a 
registered park or garden or 
its setting. 

 

Potential effect on a 
scheduled monument or its 
setting. 

 

Potential effect on a 
registered battlefield or its 
setting. 

 

Potential effect on the 
character and appearance of 
a conservation area or its 
setting. 

 

Potential effect on the 
Outstanding Universal Value 
of a World Heritage Site or 
its Buffer Zone. 

 

Seeking advice on the 
protection of local 
neighbourhood heritage, 
noting this can include not 
only buildings and 
monuments, but also sites, 

 

☐ 

 

 
☐ 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 
☐ 

 

 

 



 

 

places, areas and 
landscapes. 

 

Other (please provide 
details). 

 

 

 

 
 

☐ 

 

Natural England Tick  Further details including location if known (e.g. 
name of designated site or grid reference) 

Potential effect on site of 
special scientific interest 

 

Potential effect on a Habitats 
Site (Special Areas of 
Conservation, Special 
Protection Areas, Ramsar 
sites) 

 

Potential effect on a marine 
protected area 

 

Potential effect on a 
protected landscape 
(national parks, areas of 
outstanding natural beauty, 
Norfolk & Suffolk Coast, 
Heritage Coasts) 

 

Potential effect on significant 
best and most versatile 
agricultural land (classified 
as 1 – excellent, 2 – very 
good or 3a – good) 

 

Seeking advice on 
environmental opportunities 

☒ 

 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 
☐ 

 

 
☐ 

 

 

 

 

☐ 

 

 

 

☐ 

 



 

 

(such as green infrastructure 
or net gain) 

 

Other (please provide 
details) 

 
 

☒ 

 

You can find the blank template version of the form to download and complete on 
Neighbourhood planning toolkits - GOV.UK 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/neighbourhood-planning-toolkits

