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Qualifying Agreement

(within the meaning of Schedule 10 of the Transport Act 2010 as amended by Schedule 2 of the Local Transport Act 2008)

Part A	Certificate of the Local Authority

Part B 	Agreement between the Parties


Part A	Local Transport Act 2008 – Certificate of the Local Authority 
The Agreement in Part B is certified in accordance with paragraph 18(3) of Schedule 10 to the Transport Act 2000 which states that:
A qualifying agreement falls within this sub-paragraph if 
(a) It has as its object or effect the prevention, restriction or distortion of competition in the area of the authority, or the combined area of the authorities, but
(b) The authority, or any of the authorities, has certified that they have considered all the terms and effects (or likely effects) of the agreement and that in their opinion the requirements mentioned in paragraph (4) are satisfied
This is a certificate provided by [LTA] (the “Authority”)
The Authority certifies that, having considered all the terms and effects (or likely effects) of the proposed agreement set out in Part B between 
[Operator]
And
[Operator]
It is of the opinion that it meets the requirements of paragraph 18 (4) of Schedule 10 to the Transport Act 2000 in that it (a) is in the interests of persons using local bus services within the area of the Authority and (b) does not impose on the abovenamed operators restrictions that are not indispensable to the attainment of the Authority’s bus improvement objectives.
For the avoidance of doubt this certificate relates to the Agreement between [Operator] and [Operator] presented to the Authority on [date] and does not apply to any modification or variation of that Agreement other than as permitted explicitly under Part B.

Signed

……………………………………………………………………….
[name]
Position 
[Position], [LTA]

Date 	[date]	

Part B	Local Transport Act 2008 – Agreement to Co-ordinate

This is a voluntary agreement to co-ordinate the operation of local bus services across three bus corridors. 
The parties to the Agreement are:
[Operator – name and address]
and
[Operator – name and address]

The operation of: 
[specify bus services / corridors under the agreement]
or their equivalent successors shall have co-ordinated rationalization to provide a single operator service on each of the three specified corridors with effect from [date] (the “Commencement Date”) PROVIDED the Authority (as defined in Part A) has first completed the certification as set out in Part A in accordance with paragraph 18 (3) of Schedule 10 of the Transport Act 2000.  
The indicative co-ordinated and rationalized service provision to take effect from the Commencement Date is shown below. 
Any changes to this are to be agreed between the signatories prior to the commencement of the 
service registration process for local bus services as it applies from time to time.
In respect of the operation of bus services this co-ordination Agreement is the whole agreement between the parties.
This Agreement may be terminated by either [operator] or [operator] at not less than 84 days’ notice.
Signed						on behalf of [operator]

Date


Signed 						on behalf of [operator]

Date
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