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Easy Read 

This is an Easy Read version of 
some information.  

It uses easier words and pictures. 

Some people may still want help 
to read it. 

Some words are bold to show they 
are important. 

We explain bold words if they are 
hard to understand.  
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About this booklet 

We are the Disability Unit.  

We are part of the Cabinet Office. 

The Cabinet Office is part of the 
government, which runs the 
country. 

We have been learning about what 
disabled people think the future 
will be like. 

This booklet explains what we 
found out. 
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Why we wanted to learn 
about the future 

The world is going to change a lot 
in the future. 

Many of these changes will affect 
disabled people differently from 
other people. 

So we should think about how we 
can support them. 
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What we did 

We asked an organisation called 
the National Centre for Social 
Research to help us. 

This is a charity that learns what 
people think about different 
issues. 

We will call it NatCen for short. 

NatCen worked with 12  
Disabled People’s Organisations. 

Disabled People’s Organisations 
are groups that are run by disabled 
people, for disabled people. 

NatCen asked people from these 
groups to imagine what the future 
could be like for disabled people. 
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NatCen spoke to groups of people 
online. 

Their meetings lasted between  
1.5 hours and 3 hours. 

NatCen asked them about these 2 
questions: 

1. What changes are likely to 
affect disabled people in the 
UK over the next 5, 10 and 20 
years? 

2. How could these changes help 
or cause problems for disabled 
people? 
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NatCen asked people to imagine 
what the world would be like in 
the future. 

They talked about 6 big changes 
that could happen in the future: 

1. Artificial Intelligence, or AI. 

This is when a computer thinks 
and makes choices like a 
person. 

2. Jobs. 

3. Climate change. 

This means big changes to the 
weather, like more storms and 
hotter summers. 
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They also talked about: 

4. Money and support for 
disabled people from the 
government. 

5. How much it costs to pay for 
the things they need. 

6. How people think about 
disabled people. 
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What we thought about 

Before we spoke to the groups of 
disabled people, we thought about 
what could change in the future. 

We thought that things could get 
harder for disabled people. 

We think: 

• There will be more disabled 
people in the UK. 

• People will use computers even 
more. This could make life easier 
or harder for disabled people. 
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We also think: 

• Some changes could mean that 
disabled people have less money 
in the future. 

• Climate change could affect 
disabled people more than other 
people. 

• Disabled people may not get 
enough chances to take part in 
politics. 

Politics means making choices 
about what the UK should be 
like. 

• Disabled people need more 
chances to speak up about their 
lives. 
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What we found out 

The Disabled People’s 
Organisations thought that the 
world would be better in the 
future. 

They said that: 

• Life can be hard for disabled 
people in the world today. 

• Disabled People’s Organisations 
could help to make the world 
better for disabled people. 
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Most people thought that the 
government would make 
important changes to help 
disabled people. 

For example, the government 
could: 

• Pay more for services that 
support disabled people. 

• Listen to disabled people when 
they write new laws. 

The government could also show 
people in the UK how to respect 
and include disabled people. 
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People said that businesses are 
also important for making life 
better for disabled people. 

Businesses are companies that 
work to make money. 

People said that businesses could 
make new equipment that helps 
disabled people. 

Businesses could also help by 
getting more disabled people to 
work for them. 
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Everyone said that it was 
important to stop people from 
treating disabled people unfairly. 

Many people said that this is a big 
part of making the world better in 
the future. 

Some people were worried that 
more people are treating disabled 
people badly than they were in the 
past. 
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What we could do next 

We thought it was very useful to 
ask people to imagine what the 
future could be like. 

People had interesting ideas. 

They said things that we did not 
expect. 

We could do this again and learn 
even more. 

We have some ideas about what 
people could think about. 
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Disabled People’s 
Organisations 

Many people said that the 
government and businesses were 
important for the future. 

But most people did not talk about 
what Disabled People’s 
Organisations could do. 

We could ask people to think 
about the future of these 
organisations. 

They could think of the future of 
places like charities, too. 
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Thinking about 
smaller ideas 

We asked about very big changes 
to the world this time. 

But we could ask about much 
smaller ideas. 

For example, we could ask people 
about how parts of the 
government use AI. 

This could help people to imagine 
how these smaller ideas could 
change the world. 
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Working with other 
groups 

We have learned a lot from 
working with groups of disabled 
people. 

We could talk to other groups in 
the same way.  

We could talk to people who do 
not always get listened to. 

We could ask them to imagine the 
future and how life could change 
for them. 

This could help us understand 
more about what they think the 
future will be like. 
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Thinking about 
different topics 

We talked to groups of disabled 
people about 6 big topics. 

But we could ask about other big 
topics too. 

For example, we could ask people 
about the future of homes for 
disabled people. 

We could talk to Disabled People’s 
Organisations again to learn more 
about the future of these topics. 
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Find out more 

You can look at our website here:  
www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/disability-unit 

What do you think about this Easy 
Read booklet? 

Please fill in this survey to tell us 
what you think:  
www.easy-read-online.co.uk/easy-
read-feedback-survey
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