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Annex 7 – Northern Ireland Law
[VERY IMPORTANT – In the Order Form at section 23 (Incorporated Terms), Northern Ireland Buyers should make sure that this Annex 7 is listed between Any Special Terms (item (c)) and the Conditions (item (d)) – otherwise English and Welsh law will apply]
[Guidance: This Annex was created and reviewed by a Working Group of Northern Ireland COPEs to ensure any references (including to any PPNs) reflect Northern Ireland requirements as at 30 June 2026. Buyers should confirm if any PPNs referenced throughout the Contract are applicable to Northern Ireland public bodies and that all requirements from relevant Northern Ireland PPNs are included. Buyers may wish to take advice on relevant PPNs, available at: https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/articles/procurement-policy-notes-ppns] 
1. When you should use this Annex
This Annex 7 may be included to adapt the Short Form Terms and Annexes so that this Contract is under Northern Ireland Law and policies.
2. Changes to the Short Form Terms “Conditions”
2.1 Clause 1 (Definitions)
2.1.1 “Audit” definition: Original wording for limb (i) replaced with the following wording: “enable the Northern Ireland Audit Office to carry out an examination pursuant to Part III of The Audit (Northern Ireland) Order 1987 of the economy, efficiency and effectiveness with which the Buyer has used its resources.”
2.1.2 [Guidance: some Buyers in Northern Ireland do not sign their contracts, and instead issue Letters of Award. Where Buyers sign their contracts, this clause is not required and should be removed. Where a Buyer does not sign its contracts, it should include the following wording in this annex, and a) replace the reference to “receipt of your countersigned copy of this Order Form” with “your receipt of the Letter of Award” in row 13 of the Order Form; and b)  remove the signature block from the Order Form: “Contract” definition: replaced with the following wording: “the contract between the Buyer and the Supplier which is created when the completed Short Form Contract is issued, including the cover letter (or letter of award), Order Form, these Conditions and the Annexes.”].
2.1.3 “Law” definition: replaced with the following wording: “any law, subordinate legislation within the meaning of Section 21(1) of the Interpretation Act 1978, statutory provision as defined by the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954, bye-law, right within the meaning of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 as amended by European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020, regulation, order, regulatory policy, mandatory guidance or code of practice, judgment of a relevant court of law, or directives or requirements of any regulatory body with which the Supplier is bound to comply”.
2.1.4 [Guidance: some Buyers in Northern Ireland do not sign their contracts, and instead issue Letters of Award. Where Buyers sign their contracts, this clause is not required and should be removed. Where a Buyer does not sign its contracts, it should include the following wording in this annex: “Order Form” definition: replaced with the following wording: “the order form as completed by the Buyer and the Supplier printed above these Conditions.”].
2.1.5 "Prescribed Person" definition: replaced with the following wording: "a list of prescribed persons to which a whistleblower may make a disclosure is contained within Appendix 1 to the Guide to the Public Interest Disclosure (Northern Ireland) Order 1998;".
2.1.6 "Working Day" definition: reference to "City of London" replaced with the following wording: "Northern Ireland".
2.2 Clause 3 (How the Contract Works)
[Guidance: some Buyers in Northern Ireland do not sign their contracts, and instead issue Letters of Award. Where Buyers sign their contracts, they should include Option A below. Where Buyers do not sign their contracts, they should include Option B below. Buyers should delete the option they are not using]
[Option A – for those Buyers who sign their contracts:
2.2.1 Clause 3.1 replaced with the following wording: “The Order Form contains an offer by the Supplier to provide the Deliverables subject to and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Contract.”
2.2.2 Clause 3.2 replaced with the following wording: “The Buyer is deemed to accept the offer in the Order Form when the Supplier receives a copy of the Order Form signed by the Buyer.”].
[Option B – for those Buyers who do not sign their contracts:
2.2.3 Clause 3.1 replaced with the following wording: “The Order Form contains an offer by the Supplier to provide the Deliverables subject to and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Contract.”
2.2.4 Clause 3.2 replaced with the following wording: “The Buyer is deemed to have accepted the Supplier’s offer when the Buyer issues the letter of award along with the completed Order Form.”

2.3 Clause 4.2 (Goods clauses)

2.3.1 Clause 4.2.5 replaced with the following wording: “The Supplier must deliver the Goods Delivery Duty Paid (DDP) Delivery location, Incoterms® 2020, unless otherwise as specified in the Order Form:

(a) on the Delivery date specified in the Order Form;
(b) at the Delivery location specified in the Order Form; and
(c) during Buyer’s working hours or as instructed by the Buyer.

The Supplier (at its own cost) shall comply with all administrative requirements and customs clear the Goods for export and for import (as applicable and necessary). All administrative, transport costs, licencing costs, export or import duties, taxes, tariffs, levies, etc., present or future, at place or in country of origin, or at the place of Delivery or in country of destination of the Goods shall be for the Supplier's account.”

2.4 Clause 13 (Obeying the Law)

2.4.1 Clause 13.1.1: the link “(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1163536/Supplier_Code_of_Conduct_v3.pdff)”  replaced with the following link: “:[Guidance: Buyer to Insert relevant link and delete others: 
· “https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications/supplier-code-conduct
· Supplier Code of Conduct - Business Services Organisation (BSO) Website
· Procurement Policy, Processes & Conditions | Education Authority Northern Ireland.”
2.4.2 Clause 13.1.3 replaced with the following wording: “must support the Buyer in fulfilling its duty to promote equality of opportunities and good relations under section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998; and”
2.4.3 Clause 13.1.4 –replaced with the following wording: 
“shall not use, nor allow its Subcontractors to use forced, bonded or involuntary prison labour;
shall not require any Supplier Staff to lodge deposits or identity papers with the employer and shall be free to leave their employer after reasonable notice;  
warrants and represents that it has not been convicted of any slavery or human trafficking offences anywhere around the world;
warrants that to the best of its knowledge it is not currently under investigation, inquiry or enforcement proceedings in relation to any allegation of slavery or human trafficking offences anywhere around the world;
shall make reasonable enquires to ensure that its officers, employees and Subcontractors have not been convicted of slavery or human trafficking offences anywhere around the world;
shall have and maintain throughout the Term its own policies and procedures to ensure its compliance with the Modern Slavery Act 2015 and the Human Trafficking and Exploitation (Criminal Justice and Support for Victims) Act Northern Ireland 2015, and include in its contracts with its Subcontractors anti-slavery and human trafficking provisions;
shall implement due diligence procedures to ensure that there is no slavery or human trafficking in any part of its supply chain performing obligations under this Contract;
shall prepare and deliver to the Buyer, an annual slavery and human trafficking report (in respect of which a statement under section 54 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 would be sufficient) setting out the steps it has taken to ensure that slavery and human trafficking is not taking place in any of its supply chains or in any part of its business with its annual certification of compliance with this clause;
shall not use, nor allow its employees or Subcontractors to use physical abuse or discipline, the threat of physical abuse, sexual or other harassment and verbal abuse or other forms of intimidation of its employees or Subcontractors;
shall not use or allow child or slave labour to be used by its Subcontractors;
shall report the discovery or suspicion of any slavery, trafficking, forced labour, child labour, involuntary prison labour or labour rights abuses by it or its Subcontractors to the Buyer and Modern Slavery Helpline and relevant national or local law enforcement agencies; and
if the Supplier is in default under this clause the Buyer may by notice:
(a) require the Supplier to remove from performance of the contract any Subcontractor, Supplier Staff or other persons associated with it whose acts or omissions have caused the default or
(b) immediately terminate this Contract.”
2.5 Clause 28 (Equality Diversity and Human Rights)
2.5.1 Clause 28.1.1 replaced with the following wording: "protections against discrimination on the grounds of race, sex, gender reassignment, religion or belief, religious belief or political opinion, disability, sexual orientation, pregnancy, maternity, age or otherwise; and"
2.5.2 Clause 28.2 replaced with the following wording: "The Supplier must use all reasonable endeavours, and inform the Buyer of the steps taken, to prevent anything that is considered to be unlawful discrimination by any court or tribunal, or the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission or the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland (or any successor organisations) when working on this Contract."
2.6 Clause 35 (Resolving Disputes):
2.6.1 Clause 35.2 replaced with the following wording: " If the dispute is not resolved at that meeting, the Parties can attempt to settle it by mediation using the Dispute Resolution Service (DRS) (administered by the Law Society of Northern Ireland) Code of Practice current at the time of the dispute.  If either Party does not wish to use, or continue to use mediation, or mediation does not resolve the dispute, the dispute must be resolved using clauses 35.3 to 35.5.
2.6.2 Clause 35.3: the term "courts of England and Wales" replaced with the following wording: "courts of Northern Ireland".
2.6.3 Clause 35.4: replaced with the following wording: “The Supplier agrees that the Buyer has the exclusive right to refer any dispute to be finally resolved by arbitration under the Arbitration Act 1996. There will be only one arbitrator. The seat or legal place of the arbitration will be Belfast and the proceedings will be in English.
2.7 Clause 36 (Which law applies)
2.7.1 Clause 36.1: the term "English law" replaced with the following wording: "the law of Northern Ireland".
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