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Welcome 
The Chair opened the Special REG meeting and invited the Rail Minister, Lord 

Hendy, to provide an update on the Railways Bill and Great British Railways (GBR). 

Update 

Lord Hendy explained that the Special REG meeting was being held to coincide with 

Second Reading of the Railways Bill and the launch of GBR branding. Lord Hendy 

outlined the Bill’s parliamentary process and some of its key objectives: 

• Establishing GBR 

• Creating a new passenger watchdog 

• Introducing unified ticketing via a single website 

Discussion 

Lord Hendy invited questions and comments. REG members expressed broadly 

support for the Bill and the creation of GBR. Queries were raised on corporate 

design, staff pensions, safety and accessibility and staff transfers into GBR. Lord 

Hendy addressed each point and advised that some matters should be considered 

further by REG.   

Date of next meeting 

• Next regular REG meeting scheduled for 16 February 2026. 

Actions  

None recorded. 


