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Dear Cathryn 

Please Andrew Lynch 
ask for: 
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Your ref: 
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Date: 28 May 2026 

Proposed Ebbsfleet Datacentre Campus, New Barn Road, Dartford, Kent 
Request for a Direction under section 35 of the Planning Act 2008 

Thank you for your email dated 6 May 2026 making a request for the Secretary of 
State to make a direction under section 35 of the Planning Act 2008 ("the Act") in 
relation to the Ebbsfleet Datacentre Campus. 

We are writing to seek further information on behalf of the Secretary of State in 
accordance with section 35A(3) of the Act. This is for the purpose of enabling the 
Secretary of State to decide-
( a )whether to give the direction requested, and 
(b)the terms in which it should be given.

Draft section 35 direction 
You have included reference to section 35ZA(3)(b) within the submitted proposed 
draft direction as follows: 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FURTHER DIRECTS in accordance with section 35ZA(3)(b) of 

the Planning Act that any proposed application for a consent or authorisation 

mentioned in section 33(1) or (2) of the Planning Act for the Proposed Project is to be 

treated as a proposed application for which development consent is required. 

We note the request does not include any reference or further detail relating to any 
proposed non-DCO application or proposal to make an application under s.33(1) or 
(2). 
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P l e a s e cl a rif y w h et h er  y o u pr o p o s e t o m a k e  a n a p pli c ati o n  f or a c o n s e nt or 
a ut h ori s ati o n  m e nti o n e d i n s e cti o n 3 3( 1) or ( 2)  i n r el ati o n t o t h e d e v el o p m e nt. 
If t hi s i s t h e c a s e, pl e a s e pr o vi d e d et ail s .  

Ti mi n g  
I n a c c or d a n c e wit h s e cti o n 3 5 A( 4) of t h e A ct, pl e a s e pr o vi d e t h e f urt h er i nf or m ati o n 
s o u g ht  wit hi n 1 4 d a y s of t h e d at e of t hi s l ett er.  O n c e t h e f urt h er i nf or m ati o n i s 
r e c ei v e d, t h e S e cr et ar y of St at e will h a v e a f urt h er 2 8 d a y s t o m a k e hi s d e ci si o n  o n 
t hi s m att er .   

Pl e a s e d o n ot h e sit at e t o c o nt a ct m e if y o u wi s h t o di s c u s s t h e c o nt e nt s of t hi s l ett er. 

Y o ur s si n c er el y ,  

M A H ale  

Mi k e H al e  
H e a d of E n vir o n m e nt al  C a s e w or k  
Pl a n ni n g C a s e w or k U nit  




