Restoring Sustainable Abstraction: Section 52
mandatory licence changes
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This document describes how to change water abstraction and impounding licences
that are in the Restoring Sustainable Abstraction (RSA) programme, using section
52 of the Water Resources Act 1991 (WRA91).

Audience:
e Area RSA Leads (IEP teams) and Permitting & Support Centre (P&SC) staff,
with support from:

e Sustainable Abstraction Team, Operations Catchment Services

Contents
INErOAUCHION. .. 2
Changing a licence using section 52.............ccooiiiiiiiiiii e 2
TO DEGIN. . 3
Discussing possible compensation ............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 4
Stage 1 — Preparing a Licence Change Proposal Report (LCPR).............. 4
WHhO is resSponSIDIE?.........ooo i 5
What iS @ LCPR?...coo ettt eneee e e e e 5
Proposed licence documents. ..........cooiiiiiiii i 6
Delayed effective dates (Upfront Permitting)..............coooiiiiiinn, 7
Stage 2 — Quality Review and Sign Off...........ooiiiii 7
Stage 3 — Preparing notice documents..............oooiiiiiiiiiiiic i 7
Stage 4 — Advertising and serving notice ..............cocoiiiiiiiii 7

How to advertise (OCS)... ... 8


http://intranet.ea.gov/static/documents/Organisation/20093104_WRA91_amend.pdf

Before serving NOLICE ..o 8

SErVING NOLICE ... 9
AdVertising date. . ... 10
Stage 4 — Licence holders objections and representations ...................... 10
Stage 5 — Referring the case to Secretary of State ............................... 11
Determination by Secretaryof State ...
Receive direction from the Secretary of State ...................co 12
Stage 6 — Compensation Claims and Negotiation................................... 14
Eligibility of the claim ... ... ..o 14
Principles of compensation ... 15
Components of aclaim.........coooiiii 15
Negotiating compensation ... 16
Agreement reached and payment ........ ..o 16
Lands Chamber of the Upper Tribunal..............oooiiiiiiii e, 17
Related documents ... ... 18
Introduction

We protect the environment through various aspects of water resources legislation
and can make changes to abstraction and impounding licences using sections 51
and 52 of the WRA91.

Using section 51, the licence holder applies for the changes voluntarily. Section 52
changes are proposed by the Environment Agency and referred to the Secretary of
State (SoS) for a decision.

This document outlines the process for section 52 changes. We must be fair and
transparent to the licence holder about the two options and their potential right to
compensation.



Changing a licence using section 52

If a licence holder is not willing to volunteer to change their licence(s) using section
51, we use section 52 and issue the licence holder with a notice proposing the
change.

Where we propose to change a licence under section 52, we apply a time limit to the
whole licence.

If the licence holder objects to our proposal, it is referred to the Secretary of State
(SoS) who makes the final decision. In this case, the licence holder may be entitled
to compensation.



