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Welcome
1. The Chair welcomed attendees and explained the meeting will provide a background on the Personal Tax Offshore Anti-Avoidance Legislation (PTOAAL) review and discuss next steps. 

Review of Personal Tax Offshore Anti-Avoidance Legislation

2. HMRC provided an update on the ongoing PTOAAL review, outlining its history, current issues, stakeholder views, and the government's commitment to modernisation and simplification, with input from representative bodies and technical experts.

3. HMRC highlighted professional bodies and stakeholders have raised concerns about the legislation's lack of clarity, certainty and complexity. 

4. HMRC provided a background on external engagement carried out to date, including: the July 2024 announcement to modernise the rules, the October 2024 call for evidence, follow-up meetings with respondents in September 2025, and the government's commitment at Budget 2025. The first external co-creation group was held two weeks prior to this meeting.

5. HMRC summarised responses to the call for evidence, noting strong support for simplification, clearer definitions, and more objective tests. There was broad support for advanced rulings and principle-based reform, with phased implementation and strong stakeholder engagement.

6. Members noted that the limited number of consultation responses likely reflected the highly technical nature of this stage and its specialist focus. Broader interest is expected to increase significantly once actual reform proposals are published, given how important this is in line with the remittance basis changes. 
Co-Creation

7. HMRC highlighted that the Government is keen to involve representative bodies and wider stakeholders alongside ‘co-creating’ proposals with a smaller group of experts, emphasising transparency, regular updates throughout shaping the reform. 

8. Some members queried the restriction of information sharing, suggesting reducing it will improve feedback. HMRC noted the importance of public updates and explaining the agile tax policy making approach will seek views and provide updates as soon as new information is available, without waiting for major announcements.

9. Other members suggested embedding certainty as a core principle, including clear rules, a clearance facility, and a finite window for finalising tax affairs, highlighting the current 12-year inquiry window as a difficulty for taxpayers. HMRC noted that calls for certainty were echoed in responses to the call for evidence and subsequent external engagement. 

10. Members also raised questions about the cost implications of simplification and potential transitional measures. HMRC advised the review's objective is simplification, and that transitional options are an area that would need consideration, but that this would naturally follow identifying and seeking views on what a ‘simpler’ future would look like first.

Milestones and future updates

11. HMRC advised that the intention is to provide updates in due course. HMRC further explained the plan is to start with agreeing high-level principles, consulting with stakeholders, and then working through possible options and legislative approaches. HMRC advised updates will be published on gov.uk to ensure everyone gets the same information at the same time. 

AOB

12. The next meeting will be held in 3 months.

Actions
· HMRC to reduce the information sharing level for future meetings to enable broader feedback from representative bodies and wider stakeholders.
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