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Thematic inspection of regional adoption agencies: phase 2
RAA A1 form guidance
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This guidance accompanies the RAA A1 data request form, which is part of the methodology for the thematic inspection of regional adoption agencies phase 2.
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[bookmark: _Toc233291493]Introduction to completing form RAA A1
Please complete one form RAA A1 for the whole regional adoption agency (RAA).

Fill in all data sheets using data for the period 1 September 2025 to 31 August 2026.

Enter all dates in the format DD/MM/YYYY.

[bookmark: _Toc233291494]Sheet 1: RAA-details-responsibilities
Fill in with details of the RAA and participating local authorities (LAs).

Use the roles and responsibilities column to identify the practice areas that the LA has delegated to the RAA.

[bookmark: _Toc233291495]Sheet 2: Adoption-support-contact-data
Provide individual-level data for all adoption support requests relating to support post the adoption order being granted. This includes:
· new requests received during the data window
· ongoing support that commenced outside this data window, but that has continued at any point during the data window.

Requests received include from or for:
· children
· adoptive parents
· adopted adults
· birth family members of adopted children.

‘Support’ includes any activity that is provided by the RAA in relation to the support of children, adults and their families who are impacted by adoption. This includes, but is not limited to, group support, advice and guidance, training, contact related matters, life story, ASGSF applications and funded activities.

If using data from other sources, you are advised to paste values only into form RAA A1.

It may be possible to use data from the adoption support pilot collection or the ASGSF portal to assist with parts of this form. Guidance on producing ASGSF portal reports is available from the Knowledge Hub.

Each individual contact should be recorded on a single row. Children/young people accessing adoption support as part of a sibling group should have one row each. If support is closed and a new support contact is opened within this reporting year, use a separate row to record each support contact.

Columns A to D and R to AH should be completed for all contacts, where possible and applicable. Comments in column AH are optional for all contacts.
Columns E to Q are for support requests relating to children and young people up to and including the age of 25 years. These should also be completed where it is the adoptive parent(s) accessing support.

[bookmark: _Toc233291496]Total count of individual contact data
You do not need to complete this. There is an opportunity to add a free text comment if you wish to provide additional information about the total count. 

[bookmark: _Toc233291497]Responsible local authority
Record the name of the local authority for each individual’s responsible LA. The responsible authority is the LA that the RAA considers responsible for this individual. Please match the naming convention in the Glossary list in form RAA A1.

[bookmark: _Toc233291498]Individual identifier
Record your unique, anonymous identifier for each individual that requested support. Any format is acceptable, but it should be anonymous (do not use full names). Please use individual identifiers consistently. If an individual opens a new support case after a previous one has closed, reuse their original identifier. 

Please complete this field for all support contacts.

[bookmark: _Toc233291499]Date of adoption support contact
Record the date of the adoption support contact. This date is the first contact that was made with the RAA in respect of this individual.

Contact includes a telephone call that may result in no further action, or a call that may lead to an assessment, signposting or one-off advice. It does not include calls not appropriate for the RAA, or where details of the call were not taken. The date of the contact may be prior to the reporting period if this is ongoing work.

[bookmark: _Toc233291500]Who was the support request for?
Select from the following options:
	Data item
	Next step

	1 - Child or young person aged up to and including 25
	Complete column E onwards

	2 - Adoptive parent
	

	3 - Birth mother
	Continue to column R onwards – data not required for columns E to Q

	4 - Birth father
	

	5 - Birth grandparent
	

	6 - Birth sibling
	

	7 - Any other birth relative
	

	8 - Adult aged 26 or over who was adopted as a child
	

	9 - Adoptive family sibling
	

	10 - Other adoptive relative
	

	11 - Other (please specify in comments column AH)
	



If you are pasting your dataset into the template, please paste as values and match the category names listed in the table above.

[bookmark: _Toc233291501]Child / young person date of birth
 Record the date of birth of the child/young person.

[bookmark: _Toc233291502]Child / young person ethnicity
Record the child or young person’s ethnicity using the code set below. The code set is also included in the RAA A1 form Glossary and drop-down lists. 

	Code
	Data item

	WBRI
	White British

	WIRI
	White Irish

	WOTH
	White Other

	WIRT
	White Irish Traveller

	WROM
	White Roma/Traveller

	MWBC
	Mixed White and Black Caribbean

	MWBA
	Mixed White and Black African

	MWAS
	Mixed White and Asian

	MOTH
	Mixed Other

	AIND
	Asian - Indian

	APKN
	Asian - Pakistani

	ABAN
	Asian - Bangladeshi

	AOTH
	Asian - Other

	BCRB
	Black Caribbean

	BAFR
	Black African

	BOTH
	Black Other

	CHNE
	Chinese

	OOTH
	Any Other

	REFU
	Refused

	NOBT
	No information available




[bookmark: _Toc233291503]Is the child / young person classed as being disabled?
Record whether the RAA considers the child or young person to be disabled. Respond ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

[bookmark: _Toc233291504]Family identifier
Record your local family identifier that this individual belongs to. The purpose is to enable grouping of siblings and adoptive parents by their shared family identifier. Any format is acceptable, but it should be anonymous (do not use full surnames).

This is an optional field, please provide family identifiers where possible.

[bookmark: _Toc233291505]Was this child or young person placed through this regional adoption agency, or any of its component local authorities prior to the formation of the RAA
Respond ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

[bookmark: _Toc233291506]Does this relate to inter-country adoption
Respond ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

[bookmark: _Toc233291507]Date of Adoption Order
Please estimate a date if the actual date of order is unknown.

[bookmark: _Toc233291508]Adoption Support Needs Assessment dates
Dates of adoption support needs assessments may be prior to the reporting period if this is ongoing work. If an adoption support needs assessment was not started, leave columns L, M and N blank.

[bookmark: _Toc233291509]Has this individual previously completed any adoption support work prior to this period?
Respond ‘Yes’ if the individual or family has previously completed any support work, post the adoption order being granted, outside this period. If the date of an adoption support contact is prior to this period, but this is the first support contact, respond ‘No’. If this is an additional adoption support contact after a closed case within this same period, respond ‘No’.

[bookmark: _Toc233291510]Date service contacted family or individual and allocated support
Record the date when the family or individual has been allocated a named worker.
If they were not, or have not been allocated a named worker yet, leave this blank.

[bookmark: _Toc233291511]Date identified support commenced
If support was not started, or has not started yet, leave this blank.

[bookmark: _Toc233291512]Types of adoption support provided
Respond ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to any combination of the types of adoption support provided. Examples of what to include for these types of adoption support are:

	Type of adoption support
	This includes but is not limited to:

	Access to birth records / case files
	Requests to access or support with accessing birth records or case files

	Contact support
	Support with facilitating any type of birth family contact 

	Social worker support
	Ongoing or regular contact with social worker to offer support. This may or may not be alongside other support

	Child / young person referred to peer support group or youth group
	Child or young person referral to any of these support groups

	Parent referred to peer support or parent support group
	Adoptive parent referral to any of these support groups

	Parent training
	Parenting programmes
Attachment-based parent training
Therapeutic Parenting

	Creative/physical therapy, psychotherapy for the child or family therapy
	Art therapy
Dance movement therapy
Drama therapy
Mindful yoga
Music therapy
Play therapy
Other creative therapy
Sensory based therapy
Group-based art or play therapy
Parent/child attachment play
Play therapy involving the parent
Other types of therapy and psychotherapy

	Therapeutic short breaks or activities for the child
	Specific activity-focused breaks or sessions, as opposed to regular youth groups or peer support group activities

	Life story work for the child
	Any type of life story work for the child

	Specialist assessment
	Any type of specialist assessment for the child or family



[bookmark: _Toc233291513]Date case closed
Record the date that the adoption support case was closed. This should be within the reporting period, 1 September 2025 to 31 August 2026, or left blank for ongoing support.

[bookmark: _Toc233291514]Comments
This field is for comments on timescales or any other elements of the service requiring further explanation where applicable.

[bookmark: _Toc233291515]Sheet 3: RAA-level-data
[bookmark: _Toc233291516]Staffing and full-time equivalent workings
Staff employed is the total number of staff, regardless of hours worked.

For full time equivalent allocation, provide best estimate of combined full time equivalent expressed in units and decimals, for each of the roles, rounded up to one day. Each day is equal to 0.2 FTE
Examples:
5 full time workers would be 5
2 workers each working 2 days would be 0.8
1 full time worker, 1 part time worker of 1 day and three part time workers of 2 days would be 2.4

Psychologists include registered practitioners. 
Counsellors includes members or accredited members of the BACP or chartered by/registered with the UKCP or UKRCP.
Therapists include registered arts, drama and music therapists. 

[bookmark: _Toc233291517]Sheet 4: For-inspectors
This is for the inspectors' use only. You do not need to do anything on this sheet.

[bookmark: _Toc233291518]Sheet 5: Glossary
This sheet contains the pre-populated options for all other sheets. You do not need to do anything on this sheet but you can refer to it for full list of options used on the form.

 




The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) inspects services providing education and skills for children and learners of all ages, and inspects and regulates services that care for children and young people.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
© Crown copyright 2025
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