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[bookmark: _Toc373392872][bookmark: _Toc373392871]Application form for classification of shellfish harvesting/relaying areas in Northern Ireland
This form should be used to apply for a new live bivalve mollusc (LBM) production or relaying area or for amendments to an area already classified, i.e. monitoring point adjustment, new species or zone boundary. Please refer to the guidance section within the form when completing the application.  
This form should be completed electronically by the applicant (harvester). Please refrain from completing by hand. Hard copies will not be accepted
For further information on shellfish classification please contact Executive.Support@food.gov.uk.
Please note commercial harvesting of LBMs prior to classification is an offence. 
Application Process
	Harvester
1. Preliminary requirements before application –
· Applicants must hold a valid fish culture licence to farm shellfish in Northern Ireland.
· Consider effective shellfish harvesting area selection and permissions from other regulatory agencies such as DAERA. Provide FSA a map to visually show the area where classification is being requested (the map can be attached alongside form).
· Provide the coordinates of the corner points of the area, in either: 
· Latitude, longitude e.g. 51.50204, -0.17751
· National grid reference e.g. TQ 26507960


↓
	FSA 
2. Receives application and map from the shellfish harvester- subject to FSA review.



↓
	Contractor
3. Undertakes sanitary survey assessment/review if required to determine the sampling plan for the shellfish harvesting area. This review may determine whether Representative Monitoring Point (RMP) is necessary or whether the shellfish harvesting area can be represented by another shellfish harvesting area in the production area.


↓
	FSA
4. Agrees pre classification sampling plan with the harvester.


↓

 Harvester
 5. Collects 12 official control samples, over a minimum six-month period, with sampling carried   out at intervals of at least two weeks.
↓
	FSA
6. Awards a provisional classification based on monitoring results. The classification is added to the published FSA classification list - commercial harvesting is permitted.



Applicant Details 
	Applicant name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Company name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address and postcode
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Telephone No
	Click or tap here to enter number.
	Email address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Please note that the Food Business Operator (FBO) email address provided will be used for communications and may be included in circulation lists relating to shellfish and any impacts on the harvesting area or business activities.

Harvesting Details
	Shellfish species
	Tick
	Wild/
Farmed
	Method of Growth
	Harvesting Method
	Harvesting Months
Incl. regular periods of no harvesting e.g. spawning

	Pacific Oyster (Crassostrea gigas)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Native Oyster (Ostrea edulis)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	King Scallop (Pecten maximus)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Queen Scallop (Aequipecten opercularis)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Common Mussel (Mytilus edulis)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Sand Gaper (Mya arenaria)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Common Razor Fish (Ensis Ensis)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Common Cockle (Cerastroderma edule)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Surf Clam (Spisula solida)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Icelandic Cyprine (Arctica islandica)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Carpet Clam (Venerupis senegalensis)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Venus Clam (Chamelea gallina)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Rayed Artemis (Dosinia exoleta)
	☐
	
	
	
	

	Horse Mussel (Modiolus modiolus)
	☐
	
	
	
	




	Others (please specify)
	Click or tap here to enter text.

Shellfish harvesting area
What is this area to be used as? (Please delete as appropriate) – 
Production area? YES / NO 
Relay area? YES/ NO
Is this area within currently classified production area? YES/ NO
If no, has area previously been classified? YES/ NO
If yes, please provide year ____________

	Click or tap here to enter text.As per details on the fish culture licence, please provide-
Name of licence holder-

Location of the licenced site

Site name/number-

AFFNI number- 





Please include and/or attach a map with the application to visually show the area where classification is being requested.















Provide the coordinates of the corner points of the area, in either:
· Latitude, longitude, e.g. 51.50204, -0.17751
· National grid reference e.g. TQ 26507960









	Signature
	



	Date
	Click or tap here to enter date.
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Guidance
Before classification of shellfish harvesting/relaying areas

Shellfish harvesters must apply to FSA in NI for classification of a new shellfish harvesting/relaying area using the enclosed application form. Before an application is submitted to FSA in NI, the applicant must ensure they liaise with DAERA Environmental colleagues for advice if the proposed fishery is within or adjacent to an ASSI, SPA/SAC or Marine Conservation Zone.
Applicants should also refer to the guidance regarding appropriate site selection before applying to FSA to have an area classified.
Applicants must have a fish culture licence and/or shellfish fishery licence issued by DAERA prior to seeking classification of shellfish harvesting area. It is an offence for any person to farm shellfish in Northern Ireland without a fish culture licence granted under the provisions of the Fisheries Act (Northern Ireland) 1966, as amended. A shellfish fishery licence is an optional licence which gives the fish culture licence holder the exclusive rights to cultivate a particular species of shellfish within a specified area (and so the exclusive right to take that shellfish from the area) and at the same time gives the licence holder recourse to criminal offences to protect his/her operations. 
Commercial fishing anywhere by fishing boats which are registered in the United Kingdom or are British owned is prohibited unless authorised by a licence granted by a UK Department or Fisheries Administration, except for boats of 10m and under which are not powered by an engine. In addition, there are various restrictions on fishing activity imposed by conservation legislation. These may include the location of fishing, daily or seasonal closures and specifications for the fishing gear that may be used. For information on these issues or any fishing activity contact DAERA, Environment, Marine & Fisheries Division.
Explanatory notes on legal aspects of sanitary surveys 
Regulation (EU) 2019/627 determines that a sanitary survey must be undertaken to inform the contents of the sampling plan for microbiological monitoring. The sanitary survey requirements are:
(a) inventory of the sources of pollution of human and animal origin likely to be a source of contamination for the production area. 
(b) examination of the quantities of organic pollutants which are released during the different periods of the year, according to the seasonal variations of both human and animal populations in the catchment area, rainfall readings, waste water treatment, etc. 
(c) determination of the characteristics of the circulation of pollutants by virtue of current patterns, bathymetry and the tidal cycle in the production area.


FSA in NI may instruct the contractor to carry out a preliminary representative monitoring point (Prmp) assessment if a sanitary survey is not required. 
FSA in NI will process the application as soon as possible upon receipt, provided all the above steps have been taken and relevant accompanying information has been provided. Applicants are advised to refer to the guidance when completing their applicaiton. Where application forms have details missing, a delay in processing may occur.
Once FSA in NI has verified and processed the application form, the applicant will be informed of the next steps:
· If the area requires a sanitary survey/Prmp assessment.
· The laboratory used must be an official laboratory designated by FSA in NI.
· Applicants are responsible for collecting the pre-classification samples and costs associated with analysis. 
After classification and before placing on the market of shellfish
Before commercial harvesting of the newly classified area can take place, harvesters must ensure they are registered as a food business operator under Regulation (EC) 852/2004 with the District Council where the new shellfish harvesting area is located. 
District Council EHOs will issue harvesters with the necessary shellfish registration documents (SRDs), which are required to accompany the movement of shellfish – as outlined in Regulation (EC) 853/2004.
SRDs must accompany the batch of shellfish from the harvesting area to the final dispatch centre.
FSA Contact details
Food Standards Agency
Executive Support Unit
Tel: 02890 417700
Email: executive.support@food.gov.uk 
DAERA Environment, Marine & Fisheries
Fish Health Inspectorate:

Tel: 028 4461 8089
Email: Fish.Health@daera-ni.gov.uk
Environment:
Tel: 028 905 69421
Email: MarineConservation@daera-ni.gov.uk
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