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Guidance on Contract Payment Information

What is contract payment information?

1. Contract payment information is information that contracting authorities are required
to publish in accordance with section 70 of the Procurement Act 2023 (the Act). It will
be published on the central digital platform and link payments made by contracting
authorities to the specific public contract under which the cost was incurred.

2. The published contract payment information will improve transparency, allowing
contracting authorities and the public to gain a comprehensive understanding of
public sector procurement spending in respect of individual contracts and suppliers.
By aligning procurement and financial data, it will be easier for contracting authorities
to spot inconsistencies, prevent errors, provide accurate reconciliation and respond
to enquiries.

What is the legal framework that governs contract payment information?

3. Section 70 of the Act sets out the obligations to publish information about payments
under public contracts. It provides that a contracting authority must publish specified
information about payments of more than £30,000 (including VAT) made by the
authority under public contracts®. The information is to be published quarterly. This
requirement applies to public contracts procured under the Act? in accordance with a
procurement procedure that commenced on or after 1 April 20262 (when section 70
was brought into force).

4. In accordance with section 70(4), the publication obligation does not extend to a
public contract that is:

a. a utilities contract awarded by a private utility,
b. a concession contract,
c. awarded by a school,

d. awarded by a transferred Northern Ireland authority, unless it is awarded as
part of a procurement under a reserved procurement arrangement or
devolved Welsh procurement arrangement, or

e. awarded as part of a procurement under a transferred Northern Ireland
procurement arrangement.

! As defined by section 3 of the Act.

2 Other than in accordance with a procurement regulated by the Welsh Ministers (Procurement Act
2023 (Commencement No. 4) Reqgulations 2025, requlation 2(2)(b)).

8 As per regulation 6 of the Procurement (Amendment) Regulations 2026.
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5. Additionally, section 70 does not apply to the establishment of framework
agreements (under which no payments are made) nor dynamic markets (which are
not public contracts).

6. However, section 70 does apply in respect of payments made under call-off contracts
awarded in accordance with a framework or contracts awarded by reference to a
dynamic market, where these contracts:

a. are public contracts,

b. are awarded in accordance with a framework or by reference to a dynamic
market established under the Procurement Act 2023, and

7. the procurement in respect of those contracts commenced on or after 1 April 2026."

8. By virtue of the definition of public contract, the requirement to publish contract
payment information also does not apply to below-threshold contracts or exempted
contracts.

9. The Procurement Requlations 2024 (PR 2024) sets out the specific publication
requirements. Regulation 38A* details the information that must be published, which
is:

a. the name of, the contact postal and email address for, and the unique
identifier for the contracting authority which made the payment, and, if a
different authority, of the authority which published the contract details notice
under section 53 of the Act;

b. the unique identifier for the procurement;
c. the unique identifier for the contract (to which the payment relates);

d. the name and unique identifier in respect of the supplier to whom the relevant
payment was made;

e. the value of the payment net of VAT,;
f. the date that the payment was made.

10. Regulation 38A also provides that the unique identifiers for the contract and
procurement are not required where no notice relating to the contract has previously
been published on the central digital platform and a unique identifier is not available.

What has changed?

11. This is a new requirement. The implementation of section 70 of the Act will now
require the publication of contract payment information. This will improve
transparency in public procurement, linking payments to their respective contracts.
Unlike complying with other transparency requirements, when providing the payment
information required by regulation 38A, contracting authorities will be able to upload

4 As inserted by the Procurement (Amendment) Regulations 2026.
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12.

13.

14.

all relevant payments made in each quarter in bulk, rather than providing the
information for each payment separately (see paragraph 20).

Individual payments will be linked to the corresponding contract (which has
previously been published on the central digital platform) by way of certain, specified
identifiers (further information set out below).

This requirement is separate to payments compliance notices which are used to
demonstrate compliance with prompt payment obligations under the Act.

The requirement to provide information about payments made under public contracts
does not replace any existing policy or legislative requirements relating to
expenditure publication, including the Central Government guidance for publishing
spend over £25,000 or the Local Government Transparency Code 2015.
Organisations should continue to publish wider expenditure data in line with these
requirements where applicable.

Key points and policy intent

15.

16.

17.

18.

Contracting authorities must publish information about payments over £30,000
(including VAT) made under public contracts where that contract was procured under
the Act in accordance with a procurement procedure that commenced on or after 1
April 2026. The information must be published on the central digital platform within 30
calendar days of the end of each quarter (with the 30-day period beginning with the
last day of the quarter).

Section 70(5) defines the quarterly reporting periods as a period of three months
ending with 31 March, 30 June, 30 September or 31 December in any year. As
section 70 is being commenced from 1 April 2026, the first payment information
publication will therefore be due by 29 July 2026, for the period 1 April 2026 to 30
June 2026°, and quarterly thereafter.

Contracting authorities do not need to publish payment information in respect of
payments made under public contracts that were procured under the previous
procurement regime® or in accordance with a procurement procedure under the Act
that was commenced prior to the commencement of section 70, which is 1 April 2026
(even if the procurement procedure commenced prior to 1 April 2026 but the contract
is not awarded until after 1 April 2026). Of course, contracting authorities may
voluntarily publish information in respect of such contracts, provided that the
minimum level of information set out below is available and included for each
payment.

For the purposes of section 70, a procurement is commenced before 1 April 2026 if
before that date:

5 As the obligation will only relate to payments made under contracts where that contract was
procured under the Act in accordance with a procurement procedure which commenced on or after 1
April 2026, it’s possible contracting authorities may have little to no contract payment information to
publish in the first quarter.

® The now revoked Public Contracts Regulations 2015, Concession Contracts Regulations 2016,
Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016 and Defence and Security Public Contracts Regulations 2011.
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a. atender notice has been published in accordance with section 21(1) of the
Act;

b. atransparency notice has been published in accordance with section 44(1) of
the Act;

i.  inrespect of a contract to be awarded in accordance with a framework
to which neither sub-paragraph (a) nor (b) applies, a contracting
authority has contacted a supplier in order to commence the award of
that contract;

c. a below-threshold tender notice has been published in accordance with

section 87(1) of the Act;

d. a contracting authority has invited the submission of tenders in relation to a
regulated below-threshold contract (see section 85(1) of the Act); or

e. in respect of a below-threshold contract to which neither sub-paragraph (d)
nor (e) applies, a contracting authority has contacted a supplier in order to
commence the award of that contract.

Valuing contracts

19. Where a procurement is divided into lots, it is possible that one or more of the

contracts awarded in accordance with that procurement procedure may be below the
applicable threshold for a public contract. For example, a procurement of a services
contract has a total estimated value of up to £250,000, and is therefore covered
procurement under the Act. It was divided into four lots and a contract awarded for
each lot. Each of these contracts is set out in the contract details notice with an
estimated value of £62,500. The value of each individual contract is below the
applicable threshold, so from the point of award onwards these would be classed as
below-threshold contracts. As a result, the contracting authority would not be
required to publish information in respect of any payments made under any of the
contracts in this example.

Valuing payments

20.

21.

For the purposes of meeting the £30,000 limit in section 70, payments are valued
inclusive of VAT but the amount to be published is exclusive of VAT (whether
recoverable or not). If the individual payment is more than £30,000 including VAT but
falls below £30,000 once net of VAT, the specified information about that payment
must still be published.

Contracting authorities only need to publish information about individual payments
that are valued over £30,000 inclusive of VAT. There is no requirement to group
together payments £30,000 and below made under a single contract over the quarter
for valuation purposes. For example, if you make one payment each month valued at
£20,000 including VAT under a single public contract to the same supplier,
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22.

information about these payments do not need to be published in accordance with

section 70 even though collectively they would exceed £30,000 for the quarter.

It is the sum of money paid that determines if the payment is in-scope for publication.
Therefore if you have combined a number of invoices £30,000 and below into a
single payment and this takes an individual payment to a supplier over the £30,000
threshold then information about this payment must be published.

Method of publication

23.

24,

25.

26.

Information related to all in-scope payments for each quarter can be uploaded to the
central digital platform via a single spreadsheet (payment report) available via the
contracting authority’s “buyer view” dashboard on the platform.

The platform will, as far as possible, link the payment information provided to
information already published on the platform in the contract details notice, e.g.
names, addresses, etc., pre-populating the information fields that are required to be
completed by the contracting authority under regulation 38A.

Contracting authorities will be able to upload payment information multiple times
before submitting these for publication. So, for example, an authority could choose to
upload the information monthly and then submit the full report at the end of each
quarter.

The upload process will allow multiple users within the organisation to collaborate on
preparing each quarter’s report and will assist in providing review and validation of
the uploaded information.

Information required to be uploaded for each payment

27.

For each payment, the following information is required. This will be linked to
information already published in notices on the platform in respect of that contract in
order to meet the requirements of requlation 38A:

a. the contracting authority identifier (Public Procurement Organisation Number -
PPON) for the authority who made the payment (and the PPON for the
authority who published the contract details notice if different);

b. the contracting process identifier (OCID) for the contract to which the
payment relates;

c. an identifier for the contract to which the payment relates;
d. the unique identifier for the supplier to whom the payment is being made;
e. the value of the payment net of VAT,

f. the date the payment was made.

Other information

28. Contracting authorities may publish optional information. For example, you will be

able to include an internal identifier for the payment, so that if you have multiple
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payments on the same date to the same supplier you can identify the individual
payment, making it easier to review, avoid duplication and potentially answer any
guestions from the public/suppliers relating to that payment (for example, in the
context of a Freedom of Information request). You can also provide a procurement
reference number - this is the reference number allocated to the procurement by your
organisation.

29. Whilst a procurement reference number may be useful internally for matching
payments to the correct procurement process and contracts, these identifiers will not
be used to match your payment to the information published in the notices and you
will still need to provide the mandatory information (including the unique identifier for
the procurement and contract) as set out in regulation 38A.

Withholding information

30. It is the responsibility of the contracting authority making the payment to publish the
payment information on time, containing all required information. Failure to publish
payment information when it is required, or publishing incorrect or incomplete
information, could result in non-compliance with the Act.

31. While it is expected that in the majority of circumstances there will be a prior notice
published about the contract to which the payment relates, the legislation provides for
situations where no prior notice has been published. Payments made in relation to
contracts where the publication of relevant information may have been previously
exempted in accordance with section 94 is an example of such an instance (see
below). The lack of publication of prior notices means that payment(s) cannot be
linked to a procurement or contract.

Redacting supplier information

32. The Act establishes that information may be withheld from publication or disclosure if
one of the exemptions set out in section 94 applies, and this will also apply to
information about payments published in accordance with section 70.

33. Contracting authorities will need to consider any decision to withhold information on a
case-by-case basis. Where a supplier's details have been redacted for national
security or commercial sensitivity reasons in a contract details notice (for example), a
contracting authority will need to consider whether section 94 applies to the contract
payment information and accordingly whether the details can be similarly withheld.
The authority would have to be satisfied that the requirements of section 94 were met
in respect of the information to be withheld at the time of publication of the contract
payment information and cannot simply withhold information because it was withheld
in respect of an earlier notice. The payment upload template provides guidance on
how this is to be done.

34. Contracting authorities relying on section 94 must publish (by including this in the
contract payment information) that information is withheld and explain why, unless
the contracting authority is satisfied that it would be contrary to the interests of
national security to do so.
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35. Section 99 provides that the Act does not authorise or require any disclosure of
information which would contravene data protection legislation (including the GDPR)
but notes that account must be taken of the duties under the Act; that is to say that
where the Act (and the regulations) require publication, this must be done in
accordance with data protection legislation but does not in and of itself contravene
that legislation. This is unlikely to be relevant in respect of contract payment
information given it is limited to personal data.

36. Refer to guidance on the central digital platform and publication of information for
further information about redaction.

What notices are linked to this aspect of the Act?

37. Information about payments will be uploaded by way of a spreadsheet, rather than a
notice. As set out above, the most relevant notice to these payment reports will be
the contract details notice. Contract performance notices also relate to payments
made under public contracts.
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