
Court & Social

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

LONDON, FRIDAY JUNE 4, 1926

The Corwen Trophy and newer 
Corwen Nine-High Trophy have 
taken place online on RealBridge, 
writes Julian Pottage, Bridge 
Correspondent. Both events are 
competitions for pairs representing 
their county. The Corwen was a 
two-day event while the Nine-High  
Corwen was a one-day event. The 
winners are as follows:
Corwen
1st Lloyd Eagling and Stan Zygadlo 
(Nottinghamshire) 61.42%.
2nd Steve Eginton and Ed Scerri 
(Berkshire and Buckinghamshire) 
58.75%.
3rd Neil Rosen and Anne Rosen 
(Middlesex) 58.11%.
4th Nick Woolven and Geoff 
Kenyon (Yorkshire) 57.84%.
5th Peter Foster and Royce 
Alexander (Manchester) 57.33%.
Nine-High Corwen
1st Henry Gompertz and Neil 
Harris (Cornwall) 60.75%.
2nd Edward Hulme and Nigel Smith 
(Merseyside and Cheshire) 59.66%.
3rd Peter Ellinger and Patricia 
Berry (Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight) 59.17%.

Bridge news

MANY PETROL 
PUMPS ARE FAULTY.
DRIVERS RECEIVE 
SHORT MEASURE.

CRITICISM OF  
“PISTON TYPE”.

Stringent criticisms regarding the accuracy of road-
side petrol pumps worked on the piston principle 
were passed by Mr. F. P. Bolshaw, Chief Inspector 
of Weights and Measures, Liverpool, at the annual 
general meeting of the Incorporated Society of 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures, which was 
held yesterday morning in the County Hall, under 
the presidency of Sir George Hume, M.P., chair-
man of the London County Council. In reply to an 
inquiry Mr. Bolshaw stated that the great majority 
of pumps in use were of the “piston type”.

“Petrol pumps are how widespread, and 
some of the types, in my opinion, should 
never have been allowed to be used for sale 
purposes,” declared Mr. Bolshaw, in the 
course of an address. Concerning the law 
relating to these pumps there was “chaos and 
confusion,” because the law officers had 
decided that a pump on the piston principle 
was a “measuring instrument” and not a 
“measure,” and consequently did not require 
to be stamped under the Weights and Meas-
ures Act. Nevertheless, many of these instru-
ments were stamped. “Personally, I do not,” 
he added, “place any faith in the continued 
accuracy of a petrol pump of the ‘piston type’ 
which has been stamped, because it may be 
right to-day and wrong to-morrow. The 
stamping of the same does not make it right; 
it is only a guarantee that it was correct at the 
time of stamping, and the stamp does not 
ensure that it will remain correct.” Owing to 
the low specific gravity, or thinness, of pet-
rol, it was difficult to prevent it leaking back 
by way of the sides and the piston leather, or 
by way of the valves in the pipe line.

LEAK BACK OF FUEL 
CAUSES PROBLEMS.

Mr. Bolshaw continued: “In many cases if these 
pumps are allowed to remain unused for any 
length of time petrol does percolate back, and 
consequently causes the delivery of short meas-
ure to take place. The squirt, or leak back, of pet-
rol may be brought about by various causes, such 

as by a defective piston leather, or the lodging of 
a particle of grit on the valve seating, or by an 
excess pressure exerted in the pump chamber by 
a too speedy operation of the rotary handle. In the 
case of excess pressure the petrol cannot pass 
through the hosepipe into the tank of the motor 
vehicle quickly enough, and it is so restricted 
sometimes as to burst the pump chamber, or the 
petrol takes the line of least resistance and squirts 
past the piston leather into the chamber below, 
thus causing short measure.

IMPOSSIBLE TO 
ACHIEVE ACCURACY.

“To obtain any degree of accuracy in a piston 
pump it is absolutely necessary that the piston 
leather shall be pliable, but unfortunately the 
action of petrol makes the piston leather so hard 
that it will not adhere to the sides of the cylinder, 
notwithstanding the pressure of a spring for this 
purpose. If there is the slightest inward turn in 
the lip of the piston leather, petrol can easily 
escape between the piston leather and the side of 
the cylinder from the upper chamber, thus caus-
ing short measure. I have yet to meet anyone who 
will undertake the construction of a pump of the 
‘piston type’ which can always be guaranteed to 
deliver the correct quantity of petrol. It is practi-
cally an impossibility.

“I have recently had 39 piston pumps tested; 
59 per cent. delivered short measure on the 
first pull; 10 per cent. over measure, and 31 
per cent. were correct. The deficiencies 
ranged from a ¼ gill to 9 gills, or 1 quart 1 gill 
per gallon. One pump was 1 quart 1 gill short, 
another was 1¾ pints short, and three were a 
pint each short in one gallon, or equal to 
shortages of 28 per cent., 22 per cent. and 12½ 
per cent. respectively. Altogether I have had 
124 pumps tested; 65 per cent. were short 
measure on the first pull, 12 per cent. were 
over-measure, and 23 per cent, were correct.

Continuing, Mr, Bolshaw mentioned other  
types of pumps which are on the market and 
which could be relied upon to give accurate 
measure. Alluding to the disfigurement of the 
countryside by having several pumps to deliver 
different brands of petrol, he mentioned that 
there was a French pump which could supply  
six different kinds of spirit without danger of 
mixing them.

After the meeting the members lunched at the 
Hotel Victoria, and Mr. A. H. RUTHERFORD, 
chairman of the society, replying to the toast 
of the organisation, said it was expected that 
the Weights and Measures Amendment Bill 
would be passed shortly and would enable 
inspectors to deal with petrol pumps.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE
June 3rd
The King, Royal Founding 
Patron, The King’s Trust, this 
morning held a Youth 
Opportunity Summit at 
Buckingham Palace.

The Hon Louise Arbour was 
received in audience by His 
Majesty this afternoon upon her 
appointment as Governor-
General of Canada.

Mr Paul Brummell was 
received in audience by The King 
upon his appointment as British 
High Commissioner to the 
Republic of Mauritius.

Dr Adriana Brummell was also 
received by His Majesty.

The following were received 
in audience by The King and 
kissed hands upon their 
appointment as His Majesty’s 
Ambassadors: Mr Mark Bryson-
Richardson (the Arab Republic of 
Egypt), Ms Sarah Hulton (the 
Republic of the Philippines and 
non-resident Ambassador to the 
Republic of Palau), Mr Charles 
King (the Federal Republic of 
Somalia) and Ms Joanne Lomas 
(the Republic of Estonia).

Ms Nima Elbagir, Mr Anthony 
Hulton, Ms Anna Grove and Mr 
Christopher Finucane were also 
received by His Majesty.

The President of the Republic 
of Ghana visited The King.

The King held a Council at 
4.30pm.

There were present: the Rt 
Hon Sir Alan Campbell MP (Lord 
President), the Rt Hon David 
Lammy MP (Lord Chancellor and 
Secretary of State for Justice), the 
Baroness Smith of Basildon 
(Leader of the House of Lords and 
Lord Privy Seal) and the Baroness 

Smith of Malvern (Minister for 
Skills and Minister for Women 
and Equalities).

The Lord Arthurson was 
sworn in as a member of His 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy 
Council.

Mr Richard Tilbrook was in 
attendance as Clerk of the 
Council.

The Rt Hon Sir Clive Alderton 
(Principal Private Secretary to 
Their Majesties) was in 
attendance.

The Rt Hon Sir Alan Campbell 
MP had an audience of His 
Majesty before the Council.

The Queen, Patron, the 
National Literacy Trust, and 
Patron, the Big Lunch, having 
been received by His Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Greater 
London (Sir Kenneth Olisa), today 
visited the British Library, 
Euston Road, London NW1, to 
mark the National Year of 
Reading, and subsequently joined 
a Big Lunch taking place in the 
British Library Piazza.

Her Majesty this afternoon 
held a Tea Party at Clarence 
House for children supported by 
the Dreams and Wishes charity.

The King and Queen were 
represented by the Marquess of 
Salisbury KG at the Service of 
Celebration for Lady Hobson 
(philanthropist) which was held 
at the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden, London WC2, today.

KENSINGTON PALACE
June 3rd 
The Prince of Wales this 
morning visited Pecan, 121A 
Peckham High Street, London 
SE15.

His Royal Highness this 
afternoon visited the Prince of 
Peckham public house, 1 Clayton 
Road, London SE15.

The Prince of Wales later 
visited Bara Café, 44-46 
Choumert Road, London SE15.

His Royal Highness afterwards 
met participants of the Diana 
Award at the Truman Brewery, 
Ely’s Yard, 15 Hanbury Street, 
London E1.

ST JAMES’S PALACE
June 3rd
The Duke and Duchess of 
Edinburgh, accompanied by His 
Majesty’s Ambassador to the 
Portuguese Republic (Her 
Excellency Ms Lisa Bandari), 
today undertook engagements 
in Porto, Portugal.

Their Royal Highnesses this 
morning received the Keys to the 
City of Porto from Mr. Pedro 
Duarte (Mayor of Porto) at Porto 
City Hall, Avenida dos Aliados.

The Duke of Edinburgh, 
Chairman of Trustees, The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s International 
Award, later visited Oporto 
British School, Rua da Cerca.

Their Royal Highnesses this 
afternoon attended a Luncheon 
at the British Factory House, Rua 
do Infante Dom Henrique.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Edinburgh later visited Porto 
Cathedral.

Their Royal Highnesses 
subsequently attended a 
Performance and Reception at 
Casa da Música, Avenida da 
Boavista.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Edinburgh afterwards visited 
Graham’s Port Lodge, Rua do 
Agro.

Their Royal Highnesses this 
evening arrived at Gatwick 
Airport, London, from Portugal.

Brigadier Alexander Potts and 
Mrs. Angus Galletley were in 
attendance.
ST JAMES’S PALACE
June 3rd
The Princess Royal, Patron, 
Sense, this morning received the 
Winners of the 2026 
Inspirational Women of the Year 
Awards.

Her Royal Highness, Master, 
the Corporation of Trinity House, 
later attended the Trinitytide 
Anniversary Annual Court 
Meeting, Church Service and 
Luncheon at Trinity House, 
Tower Hill, London EC3.

KENSINGTON PALACE
June 3rd
The Duchess of Gloucester, 

Patron, this afternoon opened 
the Bradbury Den at Chailey 
Heritage Foundation, Haywards 
Heath Road, North Chailey, 
Lewes, and was received by His 
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
East Sussex (Mr. Andrew 
Blackman).

Her Royal Highness 
afterwards visited Drusillas  
Zoo Park, Alfriston, to mark its 
Centenary and was received  
by Mrs. Kathleen Sambrook  
(Vice Lord-Lieutenant of East 
Sussex).

The Duchess of Gloucester 
later officially opened the Sussex 
Surgical Centre at Eastbourne 
District General Hospital, Kings 
Drive, Eastbourne, East Sussex.

Today’s birthdays
Prof Dame Sandra Dawson, 
Master of Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge, 1999-2009, is 80; Ms 
Jan Etherington, comedy 
writer, 80; Mr Bob Champion, 
former National Hunt  jockey 
and racehorse trainer, 78; Ms 
Val McDermid, author, 71; Sir 
Martin Donnelly, former senior 
civil servant, 68; Mrs Joanie 
Whiteford, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ross and Cromarty, 67; Ms 
Andrea Jaeger, American 
former tennis player, 61; Miss 
Cecilia Bartoli, mezzo-soprano, 
60; Dr Alex Peterken, Head, 
Charterhouse, 52; Miss 
Angelina Jolie, actress, 51; Mr 
Chris Robshaw, former England 
rugby union captain, 40; Mr Ben 
Stokes, cricketer; captain, 
England Test team, 35; and  
Ms Eilidh McIntyre, sailor; 
Olympic gold medallist,  
women’s 470 sailing class, Tokyo 
2020, 32.

Today is the anniversary of the 
suffragette Emily Davison  
running in front of the King’s 
horse, Anmer, at the running of 
the Derby in 1913. It is also the 
anniversary of the the Second 
World War’s Liberation of Rome 
in 1944.
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Resignations and retirements
Revv Nicole Gladstone ceased as 
ac, York All Saints, Pavement with 
St Crux and St Michael 
Spurriergate, York St Denys, York 
St Helen Stonegate with St Martin 
Coney Street, and York St Olave 
with St Giles (York) on January 11 
2026, but remains Angl chapl, 
HMP Deerbolt and HMP Millsike 
(same dio); Peter Kelley, p-in-c, 
Raynes Park St Saviour (Southwark), 
retired on January 25 2026

Clergy news

Mr H. Brounger and
Miss E.M. Dadourian
The engagement is announced 
between Henry, son of David and 
Marina Brounger, of Bloxham, 
Oxfordshire, and Elise Michelle, 
daughter of Daniel Dadourian and 
Anne de Papp, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.
Online ref: W0049522

Mr A.R.G. Campbell and
Miss L.A. Charteris
The engagement is announced 
between Angus, second son of 
Mr and Mrs Roy Campbell, of 
Gibraltar, and Lily, elder daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Stephen Charteris, 
of Kingsclere, Hampshire.
Online ref: W0049519

CURRAN.—Timothy John aged 78 died 
after a long illness on Saturday 23rd May. 
Beloved husband of Jane and brother of 
Stephen. Private funeral.
Online Ref: W0049554

HOLLINS.—John Anthony. Born in 
Birkenhead on 28th April 1940; died 
suddenly at home in Audlem on 16th May 
2026 at 86 years of age. Beloved husband 
of Anne and a dear father to James and 
the late Elizabeth. Due to family wishes, 
a private service will be held.
Online Ref: W0049553

PAVIOUR.—Brigadier Andrew James, 
peacefully on 23rd May 2026, aged 91. 
Beloved husband of the late Marion, 
father and grandfather. Funeral 
Service at St Peter’s Catholic Church, 
Winchester SO23 8RY on Tuesday
30th June at 1.30 p.m. followed by 
a private family committal. Family 
flowers only. Donations, if desired, to 
Winchester Hospice Fundraising
Charity can be made at
www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Online Ref: W0049502

ROBINS.—Sir Ralph died peacefully on 
27th May aged 93. Beloved husband of 
Tricia, father of Joanna and Jenny and 
grandfather of William, Falconer and 
Hector. A private family funeral will take 
place. A memorial service will be held in 
September; details will be announced in 
due course.
Online Ref: W0049559

STIRLING.—Angus Duncan Æneas
died peacefully on 1st June, aged 92.
Beloved husband of Morar, father of
Emma, Duncan and Kitty, dear 
grandfather and great grandfather. 
Family funeral. Memorial service to be 
announced later.
Online Ref: W0049569

WALCOT.—Col Tom Walcot EX RTR. 
Passed away peacefully on 21st May 
2026. He was much loved and will be 
dearly missed by all of his family and 
friends. Funeral Service at The Kent & 
Sussex Crematorium on Tuesday
16th June at 11.30 a.m. Family flowers 
only please. All funeral enquiries c/o
J. Perigoe & Son Funeral Directors.
Tel: 01580 713636.
Online Ref: W0049552

MILLER.—Jonathan Gordon died
gently on 23rd April in hospital after a 
short illness. Beloved brother to Ann 
(dec’d), Teresa, James, Bob, twin of 
Fiona. Greatly missed. Funeral Service
to be held at St Matthew’s Church,
29 St Petersburg Place, W2 4LA on 
Monday 29th June at 11.30 a.m. All are 
welcome. Please no black. Enquiries to 
J.H. Kenyon. Tel: 0207 229 3810.
Online Ref: W0049573

LYNN.—John, of St Boswells. Died 
peacefully in Borders General Hospital 
on 15th May 2026. Much loved husband 
of Fiona, father, grandfather and 
great grandfather. Service at Borders 
Crematorium, Melrose on Friday
19th June at 2.30 p.m., all welcome.
Online Ref: W0049469

HAPPY BIRTHDAY VICTORIA 
GRIFFITHS! We hope you have a great 
day. From all your friends and colleagues 
at The Telegraph xx
Online Ref: W0049344

AND HE took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
This is my body which is given for you:
this do in remembrance of me.
Luke 22.19 (AV)

ATKINSON.—Rodney Eric Bainbridge 
Atkinson died suddenly on 30th May 
2026. Beloved husband of Lynn. He will
be greatly missed by his family and 
friends. Funeral details to follow.
Online Ref: W0049570

HIGGINS.—Anne (née Macmurray), 
passed away on 21st May at home,
aged 85. Beloved wife to Jeremy, mother 
to Christopher, David and Elizabeth 
and grandmother to Zoe, Charlie and 
Georgie. Family cremation. No flowers 
please but donations to Garden House 
Hospice Letchworth c/o JJ Burgess 
Funeral Directors. Tel: 01438 815656.
Online Ref: W0049575
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