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Reference in support of survey class licence applicant
This form is for references in support of applications for survey class licences for:
· great crested newts (CL08 and CL09)
· hazel dormice (CL10a and CL10b)
· white-clawed crayfish (CL11)
· barn owls (CL29)
You should complete the form and return it to the licence applicant. You will need to provide:
· details of your own licence (or similar) 
· a statement of the applicant’s skills and experience for this survey licence
Read the guidance about references and experience needed to support an application. and how we manage your data.
Licence type
1. Which licence type are you acting as a referee for?
Enter one of the following:
CL08 – great crested newts - take by hand or using: nets, torches, aquatic funnel traps (including bottle traps)
CL09 – great crested newts - take by hand or using: pitfall traps. nets, torches, aquatic funnel traps (including bottle traps)
CL10a – hazel dormice - take by hand, nests, nest tubes, nest boxes
CL10b – hazel dormice (fur-clipping) - take by hand, nests, nest tubes, nest boxes
CL11 – white-clawed crayfish – take by hand, hand net, crayfish trap
CL29 – barn owl – disturb by observation

Your contact details
We may contact you if we require any further information.
2. Full name

3. Address



4. Postcode

5. Email

6. Telephone number

7. Mobile number

Your experience and relationship to the applicant
8. Are you a partner or relative of the applicant? 
Answer yes or no.

Note: If you are a partner or relative of the applicant, you cannot act as a referee for their application.
9. Do you work for the same company as the applicant? 
Answer yes or no.

Note: If both of the applicant’s referees work for the same company as the applicant, they must assess the applicant separately. For example, on separate projects, training sessions or surveys. You’ll need to confirm this in question 13 ‘Referee’s statement on the applicant’s experience and skills for this licence’.
10. Provide reference numbers for licences you’ve held in the last 3 years for similar species and techniques.
For example, your Natural England survey class licence number (for example, 2025-XXXXX-CLS-CLS). If your licence was issued by another authority, please provide a copy of the licence.

Applicant skills and experience
Referees must provide a statement to confirm their knowledge of the applicant’s skills and experience in working with the species (or similar species) and techniques for this licence.

11. Applicant’s full name

12. Do you confirm that the applicant is suitably experienced to be registered for the licence?
By answering “yes” you are confirming the following:

· that you have witnessed the applicant carrying out all of the methods covered by this licence in a practical setting (or if not, please note in the referee statement box)
· that the applicant has demonstrated suitable competency to hold a licence
Answer yes or no.

13. Referee’s statement on the applicant’s experience and skills for this licence
Write a statement about your experience with the applicant and their relevant knowledge and skills.
If there are any methods the licence covers that you have not witnessed directly, but you’d like to vouch for, please make this clear and explain your reasoning. In some cases, this may be considered.





Referee declaration
I confirm that the details I have provided are a true and accurate record.
By typing your name, you are confirming that you are the referee and that the details you have provided on this form are true and accurate.
14. Name

15. Date
Enter today’s date.
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