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00 Month 20XX
Dear GP practices and hospitals,
There is an outbreak of whooping cough (pertussis) linked to a XXschool or nurseryXX in your area
We are sharing this information so you can spot symptoms early, treat quickly, and help stop the infection spreading.
What does this mean for you
· Think about whooping cough if a student or staff member has a persistent cough (particularly lasting more than 2 weeks), especially when other causes have been ruled out.
· Please have a low threshold for action. If symptoms fit, act early - starting treatment promptly reduces spread and helps protect babies and pregnant people. Please note, fully vaccinated individuals can still develop the illness but may have milder symptoms.
· Antibiotics are recommended if the cough started within the last 21 days. They should be administered as soon as possible after onset of illness in order eradicate the organism and limit ongoing transmission. After 21 days from onset of the cough antibiotics are not shown to be beneficial.

Keeping others safe
To reduce the spread:
· people with suspected or confirmed whooping cough should stay away from school or work until: 
· they have had 48 hours of the right antibiotics, or
· 21 days after the cough started if they are not taking antibiotics
This advice applies to both staff and students.

What to do if you suspect whooping cough
Whooping cough is a notifiable disease. Please notify the Health Protection Team (HPT) - this is an urgent notification if within 21 days after the cough started and should be done straight away, without waiting for test results so that public health actions can start.  If the cough started over 21 days ago the notification is not urgent and can be done within 3 days and can be done electronically- Report a notifiable disease - GOV.UK. If symptoms fit, start treatment without waiting for test results - testing is mainly for public health surveillance and can take time.

Testing 
· Recommended tests for whooping cough vary according to length of time since cough onset and local availability, see [insert LOCAL GUIDANCE OR UKHSA-pertussis-testing-in-primary-care-august-2024.docx]
· The health protection team will arrange surveillance testing for children aged 2 to 16 years using an oral fluid test, this result will take about 2 weeks to be process and reported back
· For other age groups: 
· use a blood test if the cough started more than 14 days ago
· use a pernasal or nasopharyngeal swab if the cough started less than 21 days ago

More information

For more information see:
· the pertussis factsheet
· Whooping cough (NHS)
· Pertussis Guidance, Data and Analysis (UKHSA)

If you have any queries in relation to this, please contact the XX Health Protection Unit on XX quoting the HPT reference number.
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