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00 Month 20XX
Dear parent or carer,
There have been cases of whooping cough (pertussis) in [name of setting]
We are sharing this information, so you know:
· what whooping cough is
· what signs to look out for
· what to do to help keep your child well

Please read this and keep it for later. 
What does this mean for your child?
[Option 1 - Include for W&I only – no chemoprophylaxis or vaccination]
Most children stay well.
If your child:
· feels well and
· is up to date with their routine vaccinations or
· is over 1 year old
then the chance of them becoming very unwell is low. Your child does not need any treatment and can continue attending school/nursery unless they become unwell. 
[Option 2 - Include if child requires chemoprophylaxis]
Your child has been near someone who has whooping cough. Because of this, there is a chance your child could catch it.
To help stop it spreading to others, we recommend a short course of antibiotics. XXAntibiotic arrangements to be added here XX
They are given to stop the infection spreading and to help protect babies and others who could become very unwell. 
Your child does not need to stay off school/nursery if they are well.
[For Option 1 and 2] Vaccinations still matter
Your child should have their routine vaccinations as normal.
Vaccines help protect your child against whooping cough, even if they have already been near someone who is unwell.
The whooping cough vaccine is given as part of the: 
· 6-in-1 vaccine – for children at 8 weeks, 12 weeks, 16 weeks, with a further dose at 18 months for children born on or after 1 July 2024
· 4-in-1 pre-school booster – for children aged 3 years 4 months

You can check your child’s vaccinations by:
· looking in their red book, or
· contacting your GP surgery or health visitor

If your child has not had any of these vaccines, it is not too late to catch up. Please contact your GP to book an appointment.

[Option 3 - Include if vaccination session is being offered at a school/nursery setting]
Vaccination helps protect children and reduce the chance of serious illness. Children are vaccinated when they are younger, but this protection can fade over time. Due to the recent cases of whooping cough in XXsetting nameXX we advise your child to have an NHS booster vaccine.
The vaccination will be offered at school on XX for children in year XX.
Your child does not need to stay off school/nursery if they are well.
What you need to do
Please complete and return the consent form to the school before XX.
Need help or have questions?
You can contact XXX [Agree at the IMT if this will be the HPT, SAIS, School health centre, Trust/Health setting etc] XX during working hours:
Phone: XX (option X)
Please quote the reference number above.
Returning the form helps protect your child and others.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If your child is unwell in the next 3 weeks
If your child gets a cough or feels unwell, please contact your GP. They can arrange tests and treatment if needed. Please show them this letter.
More information
For more information see:
· the pertussis factsheet
· Whooping cough (NHS)
· Pertussis Guidance, Data and Analysis (UKHSA)
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