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HUMBLE ADDRESS: APPOINTMENT OF ANDREW MOUNTBATTEN-
WINDSOR AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
IN 2001  

That an humble Address be presented to His Majesty, that he will be 
graciously pleased to give directions to require the Government to lay before 
this House all papers relating to the creation of the role of Special 
Representative for Trade and Investment and Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor’s appointment to that role, including but not confined to any 
documents held by UK Trade and Investment, British Trade International (BTI) 
and its successors, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, 
the Cabinet Office and the Prime Minister’s Office containing or relating to 
advice from, or provided to, the Group Chief Executive of BTI, Peter 
Mandelson, the Cabinet Office and the Prime Minister regarding the 
suitability of Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor for the appointment, due 
diligence and vetting conducted in relation to the appointment, and minutes 
of meetings and electronic communications regarding the due diligence and 
vetting. 

  



APPROACH TO REDACTIONS 

It is a longstanding practice across successive administrations that, when 
the Government responds to a Humble Address motion, it has a 
responsibility to consider whether it is in the public interest to place 
information into the public domain. In line with successive administrations, 
this is done using the principles of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
(FOIA), and in line with the Ministerial Code and the resolutions on 
ministerial accountability, passed by both Houses in 1997 which state that 
"ministers should be as open as possible with Parliament, refusing to provide 
information only when disclosure would not be in the public interest, which 
should be decided in accordance with relevant statute."  

 

The Government has therefore reviewed material for publication using the 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) as a guide. This has 
included considering whether it is necessary to withhold information whose 
release would prejudice national security or international relations or would 
prejudice a live police investigation. This has also included considering the 
protection of certain public interest principles that have been maintained by 
successive governments including considering withholding:  

• individuals’ email addresses and phone numbers; 
• the identities of junior civil servants; 
• personal data of third parties where this is not in scope of the 

motion; and 
• legal professional privilege; 
• communications with or on behalf of the Sovereign.  

  
The Government has applied a balancing public interest test and has sought 
to avoid unnecessary redactions given that the documents are already over 
20 years old. 

  
The Government acknowledges that there is a long-standing convention of 
confidentiality in relation to communications with or on behalf of the 
Sovereign - particularly advice to the Sovereign or information on the wishes 



of the Sovereign. In this exceptional case the Government has decided to 
release some communications about the then Duke of York’s overseas 
visits, advice to the late Queen on his role, and the views of the late Queen 
on developing the Special Representative role for him.   

  



DOCUMENTS THAT MEET THE ABOVE REQUEST 

Ref Title Pages 
1 17-01-2000 – Foreign Secretary agrees more use could 

be made of Duke of York 
1-2 

   
2 20-01-2000 – Duke of York availability for overseas 

travel 
3-4 

   
3 25-01-2000 – Duke of York preferences for overseas 

travel 
5-6 

   
4 25-02-2000 - Recommendation for creation of role for 

Duke of York 
7-9 

   
5 13-03-2000 - Ministers Content with Duke of York 

Appointment 
10-11 

   
6 22-03-2000 – Queen informed that Ministers are 

content with Duke of York appointment 
12 

   
7 29-03-2001 – Royal Visits Committee 

recommendations for travel for new role 
13-14 

   
8 25-09-2001 – Telegram to all Trade Staff about role of 

Duke of York 
15-18 

   
9 Brief for Duke of York interview with the Times 19-23 
   
10 Media Q&A for Duke of York role announcement 24-27 
   
11 BTI minute on handling of development of visit 

programme 
28-31 
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AND TO ROUTINE OTHER COMMERCIAL POSTS 

TO:ALL STAFF INVOLVED IN BRITISH TRADE INTERNATIONAL 

WORK AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 

SUBJECT: BRITISH TRADE INTERNATIONAL: HRH THE DUKE OF 

YORK'S   NEW ROLE AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

SUMMARY 

1. Guidance on HRH The Duke of York's role as BTI's

"Special Representative for International Trade and 

Investment" from 1 October. Handling and contact 

points. Media. 

DETAIL 

2. On 1 October, HRH The Duke of York will officially

begin to undertake engagements in support of BTI as 

"Special Representative for British Trade and 

Investment" with a regional visit to Yorkshire. This 

marks the end of his period of familiarisation. In 

his new role, HRH will undertake engagements at home 

and overseas in a representational and promotional 

capacity in support of BTI. (This will include 

supporting events which promote the interests of the 

Devolved Administrations). The following may be used 

for publication when describing HRH's objectives: 

"In his role as Special Representative for 

International Trade and Investment, HRH The Duke of 

York will support the interests of UK-based 

exporters and outward investors, and contribute to 

meeting the needs of potential and established 

inward investors, enhancing the profile of the UK as 

a competitive and preferred place to do business". 

A short article looking forward to HRH's new role 

appeared in the May issue of Ournews. 

3. While HRH will continue the tradition (following the

resignation from the Board this year of HRH The Duke 
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of Kent) of Royal involvement in the promotion of 

international trade and investment, he will 

undertake a more active role on behalf of BTI in 

terms of his programme of engagements. This will 

concentrate at the outset on the interests of the 

English regions and Devolved Administrations. Among 

other events currently scheduled this year are 

regional visits to the North West and East Midlands, 

receptions to develop overseas trade networks and 

for inward investors, and a visit to the Gulf. 

4. HRH's future programme of events, both at home and

overseas, is aimed at enhancing the profile of the 

UK's business competitiveness and of the UK as the 

preferred place to do business. This will involve 

highlighting the successes of British business in 

international trade, and the attractiveness of the 

UK as a place for foreign-based businesses to 

establish their operations. An important feature of 

HRH's role will be to identify ways to improve 

support for exporters and inward investors as a step 

towards improving the overall conditions in which 

they operate and their prospects. HRH will also play 

an important role in aftercare for inward investors. 

5. HRH's title deliberately leaves out any mention of

British Trade International so as not to confuse 

front-line promotion of the Trade Partners UK and 

Invest.UK brands. HRH will of course be associated 

with the promotion of the brands. We should use this 

association to the full in public engagements at 

home and overseas. 

6.Proposals for overseas visits by HRH will be

requested bi-annually in the usual way through BTI 

Directors, and co-ordinated by Phil Edwards in 

International Group. We envisage a programme 

overseas based around two major regional visits per 

year. Other visits overseas will be considered, 

depending on budget and other constraints. Proposals 

for events at home will be requested from 

International Trade Directors in the regions and 

specified contacts in the Devolved Administrations 

before HRH's quarterly programme planning meetings, 

and co-ordinated by Tim Standbrook in Strategy & 

Communication Group. Advice on formulating and 

handling proposals involving HRH, especially on the 

question of costs and finance, should in the first 

instance be addressed through Strategy & 

Communications Group (contact Tim Standbrook on 020 

7215 4935, fax 020 7215 245, 

tim.standbrook@trdepartners.gov.uk) or 

on , fax , 

). 
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7.Media coverage of events involving HRH has

significant potential benefits for the organisation 

and UK business interests as a whole. But HRH's high 

public profile (not, of course, exclusive to his BTI 

function) will also require careful and sometimes 

strict media management. It will be an important 

factor in considering engagements for inclusion in 

the programme. Initial proposals should contain the 

outline of a media strategy, which will need to be 

developed in co-ordination with BTI and the Palace. 

8. A press statement about HRH's new role will issue

on 1 October. The statement, with accompanying Q&A 

will be available on Ourplace or from Strategy & 

Communications' Media Relations Section (contact: 

). Please direct 

all media enquiries to . 

STRAW 

MAMIAN 5172 

NNNN 
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