[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]When someone dies in Singapore
It’s important to check if the person who died had insurance. If they had insurance, contact the insurance company as soon as possible. They may have a list of approved funeral directors to help you make arrangements, or be able to cover some of the costs.
If the deceased was resident in Singapore on an employment pass, or if the person was the dependant of an employment pass holder, check with their employer on what type of insurance is provided and whether it covers Death in Service and repatriation costs.
If the deceased did not have insurance, the next of kin will usually have to appoint a funeral director and will usually be responsible for all costs. The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office cannot help with these costs.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Registering the death
You will need to register the death with the local authorities in the country where the person died. Sometimes a funeral director can do this for you. You will usually need documents about you and the person who has died, which include information such as full name, date of birth and passport number.
The local authorities will need to be told if the person suffered from an infectious condition such as hepatitis or HIV so they can take precautions against infection.
You don’t need to register the death with the UK authorities. The local death certificate can usually be used in the UK for most purposes, including probate. If it is not in English, you will need to obtain and pay for an official translation.
Local funeral directors can register a death on behalf of next of kin.
All deaths in Singapore must be registered as soon as possible. There is no fee for this service. Deaths that took place at a government hospital can be registered there or at a police station. Deaths that occurred at home or at a private hospital must first be certified by a doctor, then registered at a police station. The registration certificate will be issued immediately.
Getting a death certificate
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Singapore death certificates are in English and state the cause of death. You can apply for a death certificate online, using this link. Certified true copies or extracts can be ordered online.
Post mortems in Singapore
A post mortem is a medical examination of the body. 

In cases of unnatural deaths, i.e. suicide, sudden death, or death en route to a hospital, the case will be referred to the Coroner. The police will also be involved. The body will be sent to the Centre for Forensic Medicine (CFM) Mortuary, located at Block 9 Singapore General Hospital, Outram Road.
The police investigator will arrange for the family to view and identify the deceased’s body in the presence of the Coroner, who will review the case and determine if an autopsy is required. After an autopsy, or if one is not required, the family will be informed of the Coroner’s decision and the time to claim the body for the funeral/repatriation. When the cause of death is not immediately apparent after a Coroner’s autopsy is conducted, the term “Cardiorespiratory Failure Pending Further Investigations” is used as a provisional cause of death, so as to facilitate the funeral arrangements or the repatriation of the body to the deceased’s country of origin. This may have implications on funeral arrangements in the UK. Further investigations will involve a number of ancillary investigations (tests) which are conducted to establish the definitive cause of death. The results can take up to three months to conclude.
If the autopsy reveals that the death is unnatural, the police will conduct further investigations into the cause of death and the family may need to assist. Once the investigation is complete, the family will be told by the police to attend a Coroner Enquiry at the Subordinate Courts.
Organs may be removed for examination and then returned. There are no circumstances in which the organs are removed and retained.
An autopsy or post mortem report is not automatically sent to the family; they must complete an application form and pay the relevant fees.
Coroner’s reports fall under the remit of the State Courts. The courts will accept an application for a copy of the report from next of kin only. Instructions on how to apply for court records can be found on the Singapore State Courts website.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Burying or cremating the body in Singapore
The next of kin of the person who has died will usually need to decide between a local burial, cremation or bringing the person home, which is known as repatriation. Your funeral director will usually be able to explain the options available, the costs, and help you make arrangements.
Local Burial
The Choa Chu Kang Cemetery Complex is the only cemetery in Singapore still open for burial. The Complex includes Christian, Muslim, Ahmaddiya Jama’at, Jewish, Parsi, Bahai, Chinese and Hindu Cemeteries. The burial period for all graves is limited to 15 years. At the end of the 15 years, the graves will be exhumed. For those whose religion allows cremation, the exhumed remains will be cremated and stored in columbaria niches. Where compulsory burial is required due to religious reasons, the remains will be re-buried in smaller individual plots.
Only foreigners with permanent resident (PR) status or whose next of kin have PR status can be buried locally.
Local Cremation
There are three crematoria in Singapore: one government-managed crematorium (Mandai Crematorium and Columbarium Complex) and two private crematoria (Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery and Tse Toh Aun Temple). Cremated ashes may be stored in columbaria niches. Foreigners are only allowed to purchase niches at private columbaria.



Bringing the body to the UK
Most local undertakers include international repatriation as part of their services.
It’s important from the outset that the family check if their loved one had insurance coverage. The insurance provider will work with their preferred undertaker on repatriating the deceased’s ashes or whole remains.
Please note if a local burial or cremation takes place, then an inquest in the UK will not be possible. For more information on inquests, see the information on UK coroners and inquests.

Bringing the ashes to the UK

Ask your funeral director about the rules for bringing ashes to the UK
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Bringing the ashes to the UK yourself
If you are taking the ashes with you when you leave Singapore you may need to:
· show the death certificate
· show the cremation certificate
· follow local Singapore regulations about leaving Singapore with ashes - your funeral director can give you more information
· tell the airline in advance
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Arranging for the ashes to be taken to the UK
Ask your funeral director for advice if you cannot take the ashes yourself. You may not be able to send them by post or courier. Ashes can be shipped by air freight, although this can be expensive.



[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Getting the person’s belongings back
The funeral director can usually help return small items (personal effects) to the family of the deceased. Any such requests should be raised with the funeral director.
Please note, the British Embassy, High Commission or Consulate cannot take responsibility for the personal belongings of the person who died.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Finding a Singapore lawyer
You may need a lawyer to help you understand the Singapore legal system when someone has died. The High Commission in Singapore cannot give you legal advice or pay for legal costs.
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Telling the UK authorities
Although you do not have to register the death in the UK, when someone dies abroad you still need to tell the UK authorities. Read general guidance on what to do when someone dies abroad to find out what to do.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]Contacting the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO)
You can contact the FCDO if you still need advice:
· in the UK call +44 (0)20 7008 5000
· see how to get help from the UK government abroad
