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Novel foods 
application 
process  

This document outlines the 
process which the Food 
Standards Agency and Food 
Standards Scotland will 
follow for a novel foods 
application.

Further details on the steps 
outlined here can be found in 
the accompanying 
explanatory note. 

Applicant reviews regulated products 
application guidance

This information will 
be published online on 
food.gov, our scientific 
advisory committee 
websites or our 
Research and Evidence 
site. Applicant consults with regulated products 

service about the steps needed for 
authorisation (if required) 

Applicant chooses appropriate regulated 
products regime(s)

Applicant gathers relevant evidence for 
application dossier. 

Applicant chooses product class

Applicant submits application via 
regulated products application portal

These stages 
are the steps 
an applicant 
should take 
before 
submitting a 
novel foods 
authorisation 
application. 



Ministers make authorisation decisions for 
their respective nations

Application 
authorised 

Applicant told of decision

Register of 
authorised products 
updated

Application 
rejected 

FSA/FSS checks application

Safety assessment and other science and 
evidence gathered and analysed by FSA, 
FSS and independent experts

List of validated 
applications

Scientific committee 
papers, minutes 
(excluding 
commercially 
sensitive 
information), safety 
assessments

FSA and FSS independently consider risk 
management options 

Formal consultation 
on approval options

FSA/FSS finalise recommendations
FSA/FSS 
recommendations  
with the evidence

The FSA and FSS make recommendations to 
respective Ministers in England, Scotland, 
and Wales, with the NI Health Minister 
being kept informed.

Clarification 
with 
applicant (as 
needed)

During the process, 
the FSA and FSS 
consult with internal 
and external 
stakeholders 
including relevant 
government 
departments and 
industry 
representatives
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