Public Consultation: The Local Growth Fund in Northern Ireland (2026–2029)

Consultation response form 	

Your name:	
Organisation (if applicable):
Your email:
Your address:

Responses should be returned by 5:00pm on Friday, 26 June 2026

Please provide your comments and send it to either of the following:

· Email: NILGFconsultation@nio.gov.uk 
or
· Post: 
Northern Ireland Office, 
Erskine House, 
20-32 Chichester St, 
Belfast, 
BT1 4GF

Anonymity
Responses to the consultation may be published. Your response will be anonymous. 





Consultation Questions
Strategic Priorities 
Question 1.
Do you agree that the two core priorities - Enhancing Productivity and Promoting active participation in the workforce - are the correct priorities for the Local Growth Fund over the next three years?

Enhancing Productivity

(insert an X under the relevant heading)
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	



Supporting comments:
	




Promoting Active Participation in the Workforce

(insert an X under the relevant heading)
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	



Supporting comments:
	




Question 2.
Looking at the proposed activities under each priority, is the indicative balance of funding between the priorities appropriate?  If not, what should it be?

(insert an X under the relevant heading)
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	


Supporting comments:
	




Priority 1-  Enhancing productivity

Question 3.
Which of three sub-priorities identified (Business support and innovation, Strategic infrastructure investment, Skills enhancement), or others, would you focus on to deliver higher value-added activity and increase the efficiency of the economy? 

(insert an X under the relevant heading)
	Business support and innovation
	

	Strategic infrastructure investment
	

	Skills enhancement
	



Supporting comments:
	




Question 4. 
How can the Local Growth Fund best support SMEs and business start ups to grow and move up the value chain, including engaging in Research and Development?

Answer:
	




Question 5.
Regarding local growth infrastructure, which specific local barriers (e.g., wastewater, flooding, transport, digital, green energy) are most significantly preventing business growth in your local area?

Answer:
	



Priority 2 - Promoting active participation in the workforce

Question 6. 
What specific support is most needed to help those currently economically inactive move toward employment, including self-employment and starting their own business?

Answer:
	




Question 7. 
What specific adult education or reskilling models have proven most effective at re-engaging those with qualifications below NQF Level 2?

Answer:
	




Question 8. 
What capital programmes / projects can best promote active participation in the workforce? 

Answer:
	



Delivery and equality
Question 9. 
Which organisations are best placed to deliver each sub-priority of the fund and why? (For example, NI departments, local government, third sector organisations, the private sector, education providers).

Answer:
	




Question 10. 
Are there opportunities to better align with existing or planned provision (For example by boosting an existing local or NI project or initiative)?

Answer:
	




Question 11. 
Are there any groups protected under Section 75 who may be adversely affected by the proposed sub-priorities set out in this proposed Framework? Are there opportunities for promoting good relations? 

Answer:
	




Question 12. 
The Local Growth Fund aims to promote regional balance. Are there any further considerations we should give to ensuring support benefits rural communities as per the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016?  How can we ensure that investments in infrastructure and skills are delivered in a way that effectively supports rural communities and businesses?

Answer:
	



Question 13. 
If you have any related comments which have not been addressed in the above questions, please use this space to share them.
Answer:
	



