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Government Missions
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FC’s Contribution to Government Missions

• Prevention is better 
than cure

• Access to green 
spaces encourages 
physical activity and 
reduces obesity 
easing pressure on 
the NHS

• FR report found that 
in England £141M  of 
benefit just for 
mental health

• Trees in hospitals 
speed up patient 
recovery times and 
improve staff 
wellbeing

• Urban forests filter 
air pollutants, 
reducing respiratory 
illnesses and 
lowering the burden 
on NHS respiratory 
services

• Woods and Forests 
for social prescribing

• Timber as a circular 
economy

• Land management as 
a business

• Create jobs in 
woodland planting, 
management, 
harvesting and 
timber processing 
sector.

• Vertically integrated 
industries such as 
manufacturing and 
construction.

• Woods and forests 
attract tourism and 
recreation spend and 
farm diversification

• Rural economy 
(Timber industry - 
£2Bn pa and 32k 
jobs)

• Forestry sector can 
provide opportunities 
for workers 
transitioning from 
declining industries

• Forest schools and 
outdoor programs/ 
apprenticeships can 
build confidence and 
skills in young people, 
broadening their 
horizons and 
prospects

• Effects of urban trees
- Reduces anti-

social behaviour
- Cooling effect
- Air quality
- Health and 

wellbeing
- Property values

• Trees and vegetation 
can act as natural 
sound barriers, 
creating a more 
peaceful street 
environment

• Green streets attract 
businesses, leading 
to more vibrant, 
active communities

• Green spaces bring 
people together, 
building social 
connections and a 
sense of shared 
ownership of public 
spaces

• Forestry England 
potential green 
energy provider and 
potentially storage.  
Mainly wind with 
some hydro and solar

• Sustainable forestry 
can provide a 
renewable source of 
biomass and use of 
waste products for 
energy production - 
reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels and 
contribute to a 
cleaner energy mix

• Reduce energy costs 
through shading and 
temperature 
moderation
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Defra Priorities
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FC’s Contribution to Defra Priorities

• Agroforestry
- Increased 

productivity
- Shelter
- Improved soil 

health
- Diversify income 
- Cooling effect
- Improved nutrient 

cycling (from 
lower soil layers)

• Erosion protection - 
keeps soil on the 
farm

• Trees and shrubs 
support pollinators

• What about Timber 
Security? 

• Trees, woods and 
forests improve 
water quality by 
acting  as natural 
filters, trapping 
sediments and 
absorbing pollutants 
before they reach 
water bodies 

• ‘Riparian buffers’ 
reduce erosion, filter 
runoff, and provide 
habitat for wildlife

• Woods and forests 
help slow water runoff 
and increasing 
absorption in soil

• Tree canopies 
intercept rainfall, 
reducing the amount 
reaching the ground, 
delaying and reducing 
peak flows

• Trees absorb 
significant amounts of 
water through their 
roots reducing overall 
water volume in 
flood-prone areas

• EIP target of 16.5% 
tree cover which will:
- Provide wildlife 

habitat and 
corridors

- Support critical 
ecosystem 
services for wider 
biodiversity

• Shade from trees 
keeps river water 
temperatures cooler, 
improving conditions 
for aquatic life and 
reduces algal growth

• FC’s prevention, 
tracking and 
responding to pests 
and diseases and 
their harmful effects

• Timber is one of first 
circular economies – 
UN Report 2023

• Forests act as natural 
carbon sinks, 
absorbing CO2 from 
the atmosphere and 
then locking up for 
the long term in 
timber in 
construction
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