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	by Mr James Blackwell LLB (Hons) PGDip, Solicitor

	an Inspector on direction of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

	Decision date: 15 April 2026



	Ref: ROW/3377247 (Direction A)
Representation by Sheila Greetham
Applications to upgrade to a bridleway the footpaths shown as Sowerby Bridge 35 from junction with Bridleway Sowerby Bridge 35 south to junction with Sowerby Bridge 38; Sowerby Bridge 36 from junction with Sowerby Bridge 38 to junction with Warley Wood Lane; and Sowerby Bridge 38 from junction with Sowerby Bridge 35 to junction with Warley Wood Lane.

	The representation is made under Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (the 1981 Act) and seeks a direction to be given to Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council (the Council) to determine three applications for an Order, under Section 53(5) of that Act.

	The representation is made by Sheila Greetham, dated 22 December 2025.

	The certificates under Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 14 are dated 12 November 2024.

	The Council was consulted about the representation on 7 January 2026, and the Council’s response was made on 19 February 2026.
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	Ref: ROW/3377270 (Direction B)
Representation by Sheila Greetham
Application to upgrade to a bridleway the footpaths shown as Sowerby Bridge 158 from junction with Butts Green Road to junction with Sowerby Bridge 37; and Sowerby Bridge 37 from junction with Sowerby Bridge 158 to junction with Warley Wood Lane.

	The representation is made under Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (the 1981 Act) and seeks a direction to be given to Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council (the Council) to determine an application for an Order, under Section 53(5) of that Act.

	The representation is made by Sheila Greetham, dated 22 December 2025.

	The certificate under Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 14 is dated 12 November 2024.

	The Council was consulted about the representation on 8 January 2026, and the Council’s response was made on 19 February 2026.

	



	Ref: ROW/3377253 (Direction C)
Representation by Sheila Greetham
Applications for the addition of restricted byways from junction with Raw End Road, through Hollins Wood to junction with Halifax Lane; from the junction with Halifax 540, south-east to Newland at the Hollins Lodge; from the junction with Raw End Road by the Hollins to junction with footpath Halifax 540; and the upgrade to a restricted byway of the footpath shown as Halifax 540 from junction with non-classified road going east from the Hollins, Warley to junction with non-classified road going south-east to Newland at the former Hollins Lodge. 

	The representation is made under Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (the 1981 Act) and seeks a direction to be given to Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council (the Council) to determine four applications for an Order, under Section 53(5) of that Act.

	The representation is made by Sheila Greetham, dated 22 December 2025.

	The certificates under Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 14 are dated 12 November 2024.
The Council was consulted about the representation on 7 January 2026, and the Council’s response was made on 19 February 2026. 

	



	Ref: ROW/3377262 (Direction D)
Representation by Sheila Greetham
Applications for the addition of a restricted byway from junction with Raw End Road by Little Town to junction with Heath Hill Road, including the easterly section of Halifax 513; for the upgrade to a bridleway of the footpath shown as Halifax 504 from junction with Halifax 503 to junction with Halifax Bridleway 497 and the footpath shown as Halifax 503 from junction with Halifax 504 to junction with Raw End Road; and for the upgrade to a restricted byway of the footpath shown as Halifax 514 and 513 from junction with Raw End Road to junction with Heath Hill Road. 

	The representation is made under Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (the 1981 Act) and seeks a direction to be given to Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council (the Council) to determine four applications for an Order, under Section 53(5) of that Act.

	The representation is made by Sheila Greetham, dated 22 December 2025.

	The certificates under Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 14 are dated 12 November 2024.

	The Council was consulted about the representation on 8 January 2026, and the Council’s response was made on 19 February 2026.

	

	
Ref: ROW/3377285 (Direction E)
Representation by Sheila Greetham
Applications to upgrade to a bridleway the footpaths shown as Halifax 504 from junction with Halifax Bridleway 497 to junction with Halifax 506; and Halifax 506 from junction with Halifax 504 to junction with Stocks Lane.

	The representation is made under Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (the 1981 Act) and seeks a direction to be given to Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council (the Council) to determine two applications for an Order, under Section 53(5) of that Act.

	The representation is made by Sheila Greetham, dated 22 December 2025.

	The certificates under Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 14 are dated 12 November 2024.

	The Council was consulted about the representation on 8 January 2026, and the Council’s response was made on 19 February 2026.

	


Decisions
The Council is directed to determine the above-mentioned applications.
Preliminary Matters
The representations referred to above concern a number of proposed modifications to the Council’s Definitive Map and Statement, all of which are located near to Halifax. The statements submitted in support of the Directions and the Council’s response to those statements is essentially the same for each representation. I have therefore dealt with them together in the same decision notice. 
Reasons
Authorities are required to investigate applications as soon as reasonably practicable and, after consulting the relevant district and parish councils, decide whether to make an order on the basis of the evidence discovered. Applicants have the right to ask the Secretary of State to direct a surveying authority to reach a decision on an application if no decision has been reached within 12 months of the authority’s receipt of certification that the applicant has served notice of the application on affected landowners and occupiers.  
As required by Rights of Way Circular 1/09 (Version 2, October 2009, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) the Secretary of State in considering whether, in response to such a request, to direct an authority to determine an application for an order within a specified period, will take into account any statement made by the authority setting out its priorities for bringing and keeping the definitive map up to date, the reasonableness of such priorities, any actions already taken by the authority or expressed intentions of further action on the application in question, the circumstances of the case and any views expressed by the applicant. 
In this instance, the Council uses a matrix to help prioritise applications for amendments to its Definitive Map and Statement. Factors relevant to the determination of an application’s level of priority include its impact on the local community, its benefit to the network, any previous commitments, threats to the route and the number of years an application has been waiting. 
The applications made by Sheila Greetham, which are all dated October 2024, have each been scored using the matrix and prioritised accordingly. Each application is numbered somewhere between 97 and 156 of the 181 outstanding applications. The Council says it cannot give any definitive timeframe for determination due to current levels of resource and the high number of outstanding applications. However, they suggest it is unlikely that any of the applications will be determined for several years. 
The applicant highlights her historic knowledge of the proposed Order routes, and given her age, says the applications must be progressed without delay. This is to ensure her accrued knowledge of the routes can be used to help secure the requested Definitive Map and Statement modifications. 
Whilst I recognise the difficulties faced by the Council, an applicant is entitled to expect their application to be determined within a finite and reasonable period. Indeed, the Council has a statutory duty to keep their Definitive Map and Statement up to date, and sufficient resource should be in place to ensure this duty can be met. Issues in meeting this duty which arise from a lack of resource or a backlog are not exceptional circumstances, and an open-ended timeframe for determination of these applications is therefore not justified. 
An applicant’s right to seek a direction from the Secretary of State gives rise to the expectation of a determination of that application within 12 months under normal circumstances. In this case, more than a year has passed since the applications were submitted and no exceptional circumstances have been demonstrated. I appreciate that the Council will require some time to carry out its investigations and make a decision on the applications, however this must be balanced against the need for certainty and the applicant’s age. In the circumstances, a further period of six months has been allowed for the Council to determine each of the applications.

Directions

Direction A

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council to determine the above-mentioned applications not later than 6 months from the date of this decision.

Direction B

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council to determine the above-mentioned application not later than 6 months from the date of this decision.

Direction C

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council to determine the above-mentioned applications not later than 6 months from the date of this decision.

Direction D

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council to determine the above-mentioned applications not later than 6 months from the date of this decision.

Direction E

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council to determine the above-mentioned applications not later than 6 months from the date of this decision.

James Blackwell
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