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Date:
Dear Doctor
Re:
The above was recently an in-patient on Ward ......................................................... During their hospitalisation, your patient was diagnosed as having Clostridioides difficile infection and was treated with...................................................
This infection is almost exclusively associated with the use of antibiotics. Infection may become manifest while on antibiotics, but a significant number of cases occur following cessation of therapy, with the incubation period extending to several weeks. Symptoms may include fever, abdominal pain and diarrhoea (with/without blood or mucus).
We are therefore writing to inform you that there is a small chance following discharge that:
your patient could relapse with the infection. If this happens, please discuss their treatment with the infectious disease or medical microbiology team. If concerned about the severity of infection, hospital admission should be considered 
future administration of broad-spectrum antibiotics could precipitate infection

If antibiotics are required, a short course of a narrow-spectrum agent is preferable. Once the patient has recovered, follow-up samples for clearance are not required.
For further advice, contact the infectious diseases or medical microbiology team on extension xxx or via the switchboard outside working hours.

Yours sincerely

