Department
for Education

26 February 2026

To whom it may concern,

Re: S31 Grant Determination Letter for the Kinship Allowance Pilot —
Outreach Communications.
[No 31/8212] and [G2-SCH-2025-05-16497]

This Determination is made between:
(1) The Secretary of State for Education and

(2) The local authorities listed in Annex A

Purpose of the Grant

The purpose of this grant is to provide support to local authorities who as
Kinship Zones, will be delivering the Kinship Allowance Pilot [the Pilot] in
England, towards expenditure lawfully incurred or to be incurred by them for
Outreach Communications to promote the pilot.

The Pilot aims to determine whether providing an allowance equivalent to the
fostering national minimum allowance (NMA) to kinship carers with a special
guardianship order (SGO), or a “lives with” child arrangement order (CAO)
where the child would “otherwise be in care” will:

e Improve the stability of kinship placements

e Support Kinship Foster Carers to seek Special Guardianship or “lives
with” Child Arrangement Orders as far as is practicable and in
accordance with the needs of the child.

This grant will be paid at the beginning of the grant contract as one sum to
support Kinship Zone local authorities to fund outreach communications to
promote and raise awareness of the Pilot to existing and potential eligible
kinship carers.

Funding for promoting the pilot will only be provided for FY 2025-26.

The whole grant allocation for the Pilot is £77,000.00 and this will be
distributed equally amongst Kinship Zones as per the table in Annex A.



Pilot delivery expectations

In addition to utilising the grant monies as requested, local authorities will be
expected to:
e Meet with and provide progress updates to the Department for
Education and feedback any challenges or best practice.
¢ Make themselves available to the independent evaluators whenever
necessary.
e Gather information detailed in the Memorandum of Understanding as
required.
e Complete a reconciliation form and return it to the Department for
Education by 31 May 2026.

Please ensure that this letter is shared with your Chief Finance Officer for
information. You should also note that this letter has also been copied to His
Majesty’s Treasury and the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government.

Yours faithfully,

Deputy Director

Adoption, Family Justice and Alternatives to Care.
Families Group

Department for Education



Kinship Allowance Pilot GRANT DETERMINATION 2025-2026:
[No 31/8212] [G2-SCH-2025-05-16497]

The Minister of State for Education (“the Minister of State”), in exercise of the
powers conferred by section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003, makes the
following determination:

Citation

1) This determination may be cited as the Kinship Allowance Pilot — Outreach
Communications Grant Determination [2025/2026} [N0o31/8212].

Purpose of the grant

2) The purpose of the grant is to provide support to local authorities in
England towards expenditure lawfully incurred or to be incurred by them for
outreach communications associated with the Kinship Allowance Pilot

Determination

3) The Minister of State determines the authorities to which grant is to be paid
and the amount of grant to be paid; these are set out in Annex A.

Payment of Grant

4) The indicative grant to be paid to each local authority, up to a maximum is
set out in Annex A. The payment will be paid to local authorities listed in
Annex A in one instalment on or before 16 March 2026 for the financial year
2025-2026.

Treasury consent

5) Before making this determination in relation to local authorities in England,
the Minister of State obtained the consent of the Treasury.

UK Government Branding

6) The Grant Recipient shall at all times during and following the end of the
Funding Period:

6.1) comply with requirements of the Branding Manual in relation to the
Funded Activities; and

6.2) cease use of the Funded by UK Government logo on demand if directed
to do so by the Authority.

7) Branding Manual means the HM Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland ‘Funded by UK Government branding
manual’ first published by the Cabinet Office in November 2022 and is
available at https://gcs.civilservice.gov.uk/quidance/marketing/branding-
quidelines/ including any subsequent updates from time to time.



https://gcs.civilservice.gov.uk/guidance/marketing/branding-guidelines/
https://gcs.civilservice.gov.uk/guidance/marketing/branding-guidelines/

Signed by authority of the Minister of State for Education

Deputy Director

Adoption, Family Justice and Alternatives to Care.
Families Group

Department for Education

26 February 2026



ANNEX A — KINSHIP ALLOWANCE PILOT GRANT
DETERMINATION [2025-2026]: [No 31/8212] [G2-SCH-2025-05-

16497]

Kinship Allowance Pilot Local Authority

Kinship Allowance Pilot FY25-26
maximum grant allocation (£)

Bolton Council

11,000.00

London Borough of Bexley Council

11,000.00

Medway Council

11,000.00

Newcastle City Council

North East Lincolnshire Council

11,000.00

Thurrock Council

11,000.00

Wiltshire Council

£
£
£
£ 11,000.00
£
£
£

11,000.00
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