02-26: The Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 (Carer’s Assistance)
(Consequential Modifications) Order 2026
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Introduction

1. This memo gives guidance on The Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 (Carer’s Assistance)

(Consequential Modifications) Order 20261 which came into force on 15.03.26.

1512026 (link is external)

Background

2. This order! makes changes to social security legislation to reflect additional elements to
Scottish Carer’s Assistance, such as extending the run-on period for which a carer will receive
Scottish carer support after the death of their cared-for person, from the current eight weeks to a period

of twelve weeks, as well a change in definition for “carer support payment”.

1512026 (link is external)



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2026/9780348277302/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2026/9780348277302/contents

Capital Disregards

3. When considering whether a claimant has any applicable capital disregards,
1. Scottish carer supplement
2. carer additional person payment

3. any amount of the carer support payment component in excess of the amount the claimant

would receive if they had an entitlement to CA.

are social security benefits which are not included as unearned incomel.

1 UC Regs, Sch 10, para18(2)

Definitions

4. Within the UCL, JSAZ and ESA3 regulations where "carer support payment" is defined, "carers
assistance" is substituted by the carer support payment component of carer support".

1 UCRegs 13, Partl, Reg?2

2 JSA Regs 13, Part1, Reg 2

3 ESA Regs 13, Part1, Reg 2

Employment and Support Allowance

5. Within the ESA Regulations1 “carer support payment” is substituted by “carer support given in
accordance with the Carer’s Assistance” (Carer Support Payment) (Scotland) Regulations 2023”, when

calculating a claimant’s income where ESA entitlement is for less than a week.

1 ESA Regs 2013, Part 13, Reg 100(b)

Social Fund Funeral Payment

6. Within the Social Fund Funeral Payment Regulationsl, “carer support payment” is substituted
by “carer support” within the list of benefits which arrears are not counted as assets when considering

deductions to the amount of award of funeral payment.

1SFMFE (Gen) Regs, reg 10(1A)(ca)

Universal Credit (Transitional Protections)

7. Within the UC (TP) Regulationsl, “carers assistance” is substituted by “the carer support payment


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/3061/regulation/10
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/379/regulation/100
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/379/regulation/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/378/regulation/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/regulation/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/376/schedule/10

component of carer support” within the list of benefits where, if in receipt, the claimant can be

considered a carer.

1 UC(TP) Regs 2014, Sch 2, para 8(2)

Annotations

The number of this memo should be annotated against the following ADM paragraphs; ADM Memo18-
23,H2152,U1085,U1303, M6764, R1027,R2702,R2252, ADM L3408, Appendix 1 to ADM Chapter
L3,V1324.

Contacts

If you have any queries about this memo, please write to Decision Making and Appeals (DMA) Leeds, 3E
zone E, Quarry House, Leeds. Existing arrangements for such referrals should be followed, as set out in -

Memo 4/19 Requesting case guidance from DMA Leeds for all benefits.

DMA Leeds: March 2026


https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/page/0419-requesting-case-guidance-dma-leeds-all-benefits-0
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/part-week-payments-v1301-v1999#Modification
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/deductions-l3371-appendix-1#Appendix%201
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/deductions-l3371-appendix-1#Appendix%201
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/deductions-l3371-appendix-1#Arrears%20of%20benefit
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/establishing-hours-work-r2250-r2389
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/waiting-days-r2701-r2939
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/jsps-and-linking-periods-r1008-r1050-0
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/transitional-sdp-element-m6710-m6999
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/waiting-days-and-linking-rule-u1300-u1999
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/contribution-conditions-u1040-u1159
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/capital-disregarded-12-months-h2151-h2210
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/18-23-ucjsaesa-carers-assistance-carer-support-payment-scotland-consequential-amendments-2023
https://intranet.dwp.gov.uk/manual/advice-decision-making-adm/18-23-ucjsaesa-carers-assistance-carer-support-payment-scotland-consequential-amendments-2023
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1230/schedule/2
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