Intellectual Property Office

Patent applications: what happens and how long does it take?

This is an indication of the process if an applicant initially files their application and pays the filing fee.
All timings are approximate and will vary according to each individual case.

Filing date

up to
5 years
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File your patent application and pay the filing fee

IPO sends a filing receipt
within a few days of your application

IPO sends the preliminary examination report
once you’ve paid the application fee

Fix any administrative application errors
(sometimes steps 3 and 3a are repeated multiple times)

Pay for a search

IPO sends the search report
within 6 months of paying for a search

IPO publishes your patent application
approximately 18 months after you apply

Request and pay for an examination
within 6 months of publication

IPO send the examination report
this may be several years after you request examination

Respond to the examination report
make amendments or observations
(sometimes steps 8 and 8a are repeated multiple times)

IPO grants the patent
approximately 5 years after you apply

Pay annually to renew your patent
patents last a maximum of 20 years from the filing date

Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office
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Examination: the IPO examines your patent in
detail to check if it’s new and inventive and can
be patented. Amendments to your application
are often needed at this stage.

Filing date: the date when your application is
first filed at the IPO. If you get a patent you can
keep it for up to 20 years from this date, as
long as it you renew it annually.

Filing receipt: gives the provisional filing date
for your application and some other key dates.

Preliminary examination report: checks if
your application meets the requirements. This
does not check if your idea can be patented.

Granted: from the date of grant, you can use
the law to enforce your patent and protect your
invention.

Published: patent applications are published
roughly 18 months after the IPO receives them.
This does not mean you have a patent.

Search: the IPO searches patents and
documents worldwide to see if the idea is
already known.
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