Provisional Payment Scheme: Provider declaration
1	Terms not defined within this declaration shall have the meaning given to them under the terms of the relevant contract between the LAA and the Provider which governs the Case for which a payment request is made.
2	By submitting a payment request under the Provisional Payment Scheme I give my undertaking that:
1. the declarations contained below are true in all material respects; and
2. I understand the nature of the Provisional Payment Scheme; and agree for and on behalf of [insert Provider name] that it undertakes to be bound by the terms of the Provisional Payments Scheme as described in the ‘Paper Billing Contingency – Providers Guide’ document; and
3. I have authority to bind the Provider in relation to this declaration.
3	I declare that the following statements are true and accurate: 
1. Under the terms of contract between the LAA and the Provider which governs this matter, the Provider is entitled to submit a final claim or request a payment on account.
1. The costs are covered by a determination that the client qualified for the relevant services, including any limitation or condition attached to the determination.
1. The claim is in accordance with any contractual requirements that would otherwise have applied had CIS been available.
1. Notwithstanding the operation of the Provisional Payment Scheme, the relevant point of assessment/right to claim has been met under the contract Specification. This also applies to counsel claiming under the Family Advocacy Scheme (FAS)/Family Graduated Fee (FGF) schemes after the relevant hearing/work has concluded.
1. The claim is true, accurate and reasonable (pursuant to Clause 14 of the relevant contract Standard Terms) and in accordance with any electronic record of the costs required under that contract.
1. Where relevant, the Provider has advised the Client that the statutory charge liability or reimbursement of contributions will not be determined until the claim has formally been Assessed.
4	I declare that I acknowledge and agree on behalf of the Provider that:
1. At the time of payment of any sums under the Provisional Payment Scheme the LAA has not exercised its contractual right of Assessment of any Claim or Payment on Account request.
2. The LAA expressly reserves all legal rights to Assess Claims or Payment on Account requests submitted under the Provisional Payment Scheme and shall exercise these at a later date.
3. Any payments made under the Provisional Payment Scheme are an interim payment and do not represent any acceptance by the LAA that the costs claimed are properly payable under the relevant contract and legal aid legislation.
4. Following the exercise of Assessment rights, the Provider shall immediately repay any sums paid in excess of the Assessed amount. 
5. Pursuant to paragraph 4.4, where any excess payment is due to reduction on Assessment of expert’s fees or similar, the excess payment will be recovered by the LAA from the Provider and it is the responsibility of the Provider to notify the expert if they wish to reclaim the money.
6. Where any Claim is reduced on assessment, the usual contractual rights of appeal will apply.
7. The Provider will notify the LAA forthwith of any order or agreement concluding the matter and of the outcome of any detailed assessment of costs carried out by the court.
8. Any costs or damages recovered on behalf of the client must be paid to the LAA forthwith as required by the Civil Legal Aid (Statutory Charge) Regulations 2013.

Signed	_________________________
Position	_________________________
Date		_________________________

