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Sweden 
 

Country name in English Sweden 

State title in English Kingdom of Sweden 

Country name in Swedish Sverige (swe)1 

State title in Swedish Konungariket Sverige 

Name of citizen Swedish 

Official languages Swedish (swe) 

Script Roman 

ISO-3166 code (alpha-2/alpha-3) SE/SWE 

Capital Stockholm 

Population/Area 10.6 million (UN data) / 447,425 km² 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Sweden is a Nordic country along with the countries/territories of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, 
the Faroe Islands and Greenland. It shares a land border with Norway and Finland, and is physically 
connected also to Denmark, via the Öresund bridge. 
 
 
Geographical names policy and sources 
 
PCGN policy for Sweden is to use official sources from the country.  The Swedish Mapping, Cadastre 
and Land Registration Authority – Lantmäteriet - is both the Swedish place-names authority and the 
official mapping authority of Sweden and supplies geographical information such as maps, aerial 
imagery, property boundaries and place names. Geodata and map services are accessible through e-
services from the authority’s web page www.lantmateriet.se and a searchable map including official 
place names is available at Min Karta. Lantmäteriet also maintains a “Search place-names” web 
service: https://ortnamn.lantmateriet.se/. Sweden’s Toponymic Guidelines, most recently updated in 
2022, describes Sweden’s names policy in detail. 
 
 
Languages 
 
Swedish [swe] is the sole official language throughout the country.  Additionally, there are five 
recognized minority languages: Saami [smi]2, Meänkieli [fit], Finnish [fin], Romani [rom] and Yiddish 
[yid] and these languages are subjects of special regional measures, being authorised for official use 

 
1 ISO 639 codes are given for the languages mentioned in this Factfile. 
2 Saami languages are included as one language in this grouping of five, though itself encompasses five closely 
related variant Saami languages spoken in Sweden: Lule [smj], North [sme], Pite [sje], South [sma], and Ume 
[sja] Saami. 

http://www.lantmateriet.se/
https://minkarta.lantmateriet.se/
https://ortnamn.lantmateriet.se/
https://www.lantmateriet.se/globalassets/kartor/ortnamn/skriftserien/toponymic-guidelines.pdf
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in certain municipalities. Saami and Meänkieli have a strong, geographical affiliation in the north of 
Sweden, and geographical names in these languages appear on official maps and on signs. 

 
Inventory of characters (and their Unicode encodings3): 
 

The Swedish alphabet uses 29 letters, though Q, W, X and Z are used usually only in foreign loan 
words. In addition to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman alphabet, the Swedish alphabet 
contains the following letter-diacritic combinations: 

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Å 00C5 å 00E5 

Ä 00C4 ä 00E4 

Ö 00D6 ö 00F6 

 
Finnish and Meänkieli use the same alphabet, which uses the same characters as Swedish, with the 
following letter-diacritic combinations: 

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Å 00C5 å 00E5 

Ä 00C4 ä 00E4 

Ö 00D6 ö 00F6 

The letters b, c, f, q, w, x, z and å only occur in loan words and in names. In addition, š and ž are also 
used in some loan words, e.g. from Russian.  
 
The North Saami alphabet contains the following characters in addition to the unmodified letters of 
the basic Roman alphabet: 

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Á 00C1 á 00E1 

Č 010C č 010D 

Ð 0110 đ 0111 

Ŋ 014A ŋ 014B 

Š 0160 š 0161 

Ŧ 0166 ŧ 0167 

Ž 017D ž 017E 

 
The Lule Saami alphabet in Sweden differs slightly from that used in Norway, as they each follow the 
orthography of the national language as a basis; the Swedish form contains the following characters 
in addition to the basic Roman alphabet:  

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Á 00C1 á 00E1 

Å 00C5 å 00E5 

Ä 00C4 ä 00E4 

Ŋ 014A ŋ 014B 

 
  

 
3 See www.unicode.org  

http://www.unicode.org/


TOPONYMIC FACTFILE  

3 
© Crown Copyright 2026 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

 
The Pite Saami orthography was approved in 2019, and contains the following characters in addition 
to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman alphabet: 

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Á 00C1 á 00E1 

Å 00C5 å 00E5 

Ä 00C4 ä 00E4 

Đ 0110 đ 0111 

Ŋ 014A ŋ 014B 

Ŧ 0166 ŧ 0167 

 
The South Saami alphabet in Sweden differs slightly from that used in Norway, as they each follow 
the orthography of the national language, and contains the following characters in addition to the 
unmodified letters of the basic Roman alphabet: 

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Ä 00C4 ä 00E4 

Å 00C5 å 00E5 

Ï 00CF ï 00EF 

Ö 00D6 ö 00F6 

 
Ume Saami contains the following characters in addition to the unmodified letters of the basic 
Roman alphabet: 

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding 

Á 00C1 á 00E1 

Å 00C5 å 00E5 

Ä 00C4 ä 00E4 

Đ 0110 đ 0111 

Ï 00CF ï 00EF 

Ŋ 014A ŋ 014B 

Ö 00D6 ö 00F6 

Ŧ 0166 ŧ 0167 

Ü 00DC ü 00FC 
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Map of Sweden 

 
 

Map produced by PCGN for illustrative purposes only, and is not to be taken necessarily as representing the views of the 
UK government on boundaries or political status. 
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Administrative structure 
 
Sweden is divided into 21 counties (län) at the first-order administrative level. The country was 
formerly divided into 25 provinces (landskap) and these may be encountered for informal reference 
purposes, but are not formal divisions. The long form including generic term is shown in the table 
below; for informal use a shortened form may be used (e.g. Stockholm; Gotland). 
 
Sweden’s counties are subdivided into 290 municipalities, and both levels of administration are 
encoded with a numerical system by Statistics Sweden (2 digits for the counties, e.g. 01 Stockholms 
län, and 4 digits for the municipalities e.g. 0114 Upplands Väsby): https://www.scb.se/en/finding-
statistics/regional-statistics/regional-divisions/counties-and-municipalities/ 

 

County 
ISO 3166-

2 code 
Administrative 

Centre 
Centre Location 

Blekinge län SE-K Karlskrona 56°09’40”N 15°35’13”E 

Dalarnas län SE-W Falun 60°36’13”N 15°37’34”E 

Gävleborgs län SE-X Gävle 60°40’09”N 17°09’38”E 

Gotlands län SE-I Visby 57°38’22”N 18°18’07”E 

Hallands län SE-N Halmstad 56°40’27”N 12°51’36”E 

Jämtlands län SE-Z Östersund 63°10’42”N 14°39’18”E 

Jönköpings län SE-F Jönköping 57°46’32”N 14°10’33”E 

Kalmar län SE-H Kalmar 56°40’06”N 16°22’04”E 

Kronobergs län SE-G Växjö 56°52’52”N 14°48’55”E 

Norrbottens län SE-BD Luleå 65°35’10”N 22°09’01”E 

Örebro län SE-T Örebro 59°16’27”N 15°12’24”E 

Östergötlands län SE-E Linköping 58°24’58”N 15°36’53”E 

Skåne län SE-M Malmö 55°35’39”N 13°00’02”E 

Södermanlands län SE-D Nyköping 58°44’50”N 17°00’34”E 

Stockholms län SE-AB Stockholm 59°19’46”N 18°04’07”E 

Uppsala län SE-C Uppsala 59°51’10”N 17°37’52”E 

Värmlands län SE-S Karlstad 59°22’31”N 13°29’30”E 

Västerbottens län SE-AC Umeå 63°50’08”N 20°14’53”E 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scb.se%2Fen%2Ffinding-statistics%2Fregional-statistics%2Fregional-divisions%2Fcounties-and-municipalities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine.cheetham%40fco.gov.uk%7C9b6ba36380934bd368a708de6aff405a%7Cd3a2d0d37cc84f52bbf985bd43d94279%7C0%7C0%7C639065841691288555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MnmVH2%2BccmmcMfORKG6psZxQZx1wmgP5jvGURWabX5w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scb.se%2Fen%2Ffinding-statistics%2Fregional-statistics%2Fregional-divisions%2Fcounties-and-municipalities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine.cheetham%40fco.gov.uk%7C9b6ba36380934bd368a708de6aff405a%7Cd3a2d0d37cc84f52bbf985bd43d94279%7C0%7C0%7C639065841691288555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MnmVH2%2BccmmcMfORKG6psZxQZx1wmgP5jvGURWabX5w%3D&reserved=0
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County 
ISO 3166-

2 code 
Administrative 

Centre 
Centre Location 

Västernorrlands län SE-Y Härnösand 62°38’01”N 17°56’16”E 

Västmanlands län SE-U Västerås 59°36’58”N 16°33’10”E 

Västra Götalands län SE-O Göteborg4 57°42’55”N 11°58’04”E 

 
 
Other significant locations 
 

PCGN recommended 
name5 

Variant Names/Spellings Location Feature Type 

Kebnekaise  67°54′16″N  18°31′42″E 
Mountain 

(Sweden’s high 
point, 2096m) 

Sápmi6 
Lapland, Sábme (smj), 

Saepmie (sma) 
Norway, Sweden, 
Finland and Russia 

Region 

Skagerrak  59°N 09°E Strait 

Scandinavian Mountains  65°N 14°E Mountains 

Vänern  58°55’N 13°30’E Lake 

Vättern  58°24’N 14°36’E Lake 

 
 
Useful references 

 
• BBC Country Profile (no longer updated): Sweden country profile - BBC News 

• FCDO Travel Advice: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/sweden 

• International Organization for Standardization (ISO): www.iso.org  

• ISO Online Browsing Platform (OBP): https://www.iso.org/obp/ui  

• Statistics Sweden: https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/regional-statistics/regional-
divisions/counties-and-municipalities/ 

• Sweden’s Geoportal: Min Karta 

• Sweden’s place names search tool: Place names | Lantmäteriet 

• Toponymic Guidelines of Sweden: TOPONYMIC GUIDELINES 

• US Board on Geographic Names Server: Geographic Names Server 
Compiled by PCGN 
www.gov.uk/pcgn 

February 2026 

 
4 The English conventional name Gothenburg can be included if required: Göteborg (Gothenburg). 
5 PCGN usually recommends conventional English names for international features, unless national variants 
are specifically required, or the relevant countries share an official language. 
6 The Saami people’s own name for their traditional territory is Sápmi. It stretches over northern parts of 
Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia. Although the name Lapland and the term ‘Lap’ for its inhabitants was 
long in use, this is now considered derogatory.  

javascript:OpenDetailWin('32FA881E61E33774E0440003BA962ED3',%20'DC')
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17955808
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/sweden
http://www.iso.org/
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scb.se%2Fen%2Ffinding-statistics%2Fregional-statistics%2Fregional-divisions%2Fcounties-and-municipalities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine.cheetham%40fco.gov.uk%7C9b6ba36380934bd368a708de6aff405a%7Cd3a2d0d37cc84f52bbf985bd43d94279%7C0%7C0%7C639065841691288555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MnmVH2%2BccmmcMfORKG6psZxQZx1wmgP5jvGURWabX5w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scb.se%2Fen%2Ffinding-statistics%2Fregional-statistics%2Fregional-divisions%2Fcounties-and-municipalities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine.cheetham%40fco.gov.uk%7C9b6ba36380934bd368a708de6aff405a%7Cd3a2d0d37cc84f52bbf985bd43d94279%7C0%7C0%7C639065841691288555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MnmVH2%2BccmmcMfORKG6psZxQZx1wmgP5jvGURWabX5w%3D&reserved=0
https://minkarta.lantmateriet.se/
https://www.lantmateriet.se/sv/kartor/Ortnamn/
https://www.lantmateriet.se/globalassets/kartor/ortnamn/skriftserien/toponymic-guidelines.pdf
https://geonames.nga.mil/geonames/GNSHome/index.html
http://www.gov.uk/pcgn

