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North Macedonia

Country name North Macedonia

State title Republic of North Macedonia
Name of citizen Macedonian

Official languages Macedonian (mkd); Albanian (sgi)*

CeBepHa MakenoHuja (Severna Makedonija) (mkd);

Country name in official languages Magedonia e Veriut (sqi)

Penybnnka CesepHa MakeaoHuja (Republika Severna
State title in official languages Makedonija) (mkd);
Republika e Magedonisé sé Veriut (sgj)

Scripts Macedonian Cyrillic (mkd); Roman script (sgi)
Romanization System BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Macedonian
ISO-3166 code (alpha-2/alpha-3) MK/MKD

English conventional name for capital | Skopje

Local name of capital Ckonje (Skopje) (mkd); Shkup (sgi)

Population / area 2.1million (UN data) / 25,713km?

Introduction
North Macedonia is a landlocked country in the Balkans sharing international boundaries with
Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Kosovo and Serbia; it gained its independence from Yugoslavia in 1991.

The name North Macedonia was ratified in 2019 (see Country name, p.2).

Geographical names policy

PCGN policy for geographical names in North Macedonia is to use official sources from North
Macedonia written in Macedonian Cyrillic, romanizing these as required according to the agreed
romanization system, or to use official sources from North Macedonia that have already been
romanized according to this method.

The agreed BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Macedonian was adopted by BGN and PCGN in
2013, replacing the previous 1981 system. The 2013 agreement was an adoption of the system in
widespread use in the country, the differences in the replacement system? also serving to reinforce
the distinction from the Serbian language.

11S0O 639 codes are given for the languages mentioned in this Factfile.
2 specifically, the representation of // as /g/ and /K/ as /k/ (rather than as /g/ or /d/ and /k/ or /¢/,
respectively).
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/811514/ROMANIZATION_OF_MACEDONIAN.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/811514/ROMANIZATION_OF_MACEDONIAN.pdf
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Country name

The country gained independence from Yugoslavia in 1991 with the name Macedonia; however,
Greece objected to the use of this name, stating it implied territorial aspirations to Greece's
northern province of Macedonia. The country was eventually admitted to the UN in 1993 as "The
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia" with an agreement to pursue UN-mediated negotiations
on resolving the name dispute. In January 2019 both Macedonian and Greek parliaments ratified
an agreement made in June 2018 on a new country name: North Macedonia.

Sources for geographical names

Official mapping is produced by North Macedonia’s Agency for Real Estate Cadastre (formerly State
Institute for Geodetic Affairs). This agency publishes data and mapping available to buy:
https://www.katastar.gov.mk/en/data/cartographic-products/

The US Board on Geographic Names (BGN) GEOnet Names Server is a good source of names for
North Macedonia, and the BGN-produced Country Policy for North Macedonia is also a useful
resource.

Language and People

The primary official language of North Macedonia is Macedonian (mkd), spoken by some two thirds
of the population as a mother tongue. Whilst the country name has been agreed as North
Macedonia, the agreed name for the language and its people is Macedonian®. Additionally, in
January 2018, the government adopted a new law on languages, which elevated the Albanian
language (sgi) to a second nationally official language. Some official sources include Albanian
geographical names alongside Macedonian, for instance the Statistical Atlas 2021, and these can be
included in HMG products if desired, though for general purposes the Macedonian name alone
should be sufficient.

Additionally, the Constitution states that in municipalities where ethnic minorities constitute at
least 20% of the population, the languages of the minority groups are official at the local level: thus,
Turkish (tur) is co-official in Centar Zupa and Plasnica?, Romani (rmn)® in Suto Orizari® and Serbian
(srp) in Cuéer-Sandevo. And, while not quite meeting the 20% level, Aromanian (rup)’ in Krusevo®.
Additionally, Bosnian (bos) is a recognised minority language but doesn’t have official status in any
municipality. If the relevant minority names are available on official sources for these municipalities
then they may be shown on HMG products alongside the Macedonian names.

According to the census of 2021, the ethnic composition of the country was recorded as: 58%
Macedonian; 24% Albanian; 4% Turkish; 2.5% Roma and 1.5% Serb. Other minorities constituted
less than 1% (with Aromanians (sometimes termed Vlachs) about 0.5%).

3 For the people, either Macedonian or Citizen of the Republic of North Macedonia is acceptable.

4 Turkish forms: Merkez Jupa and Plasnitsa

5 Romani or Romany (rom) is considered a macro-language with divergent variations: the form spoken in
North Macedonia is Balkan Romani (rmn) with some 600,000 speakers (SIL International estimate) across
the Balkans.

® The Balkan Romani form is believed to be Shuto Orizari. (Note that Suto Orizari is one of the 10
municipalities comprising the City of Skopje, see Administrative structure, below).

7 Aromanian is a Romance language, similar to Romanian.

& The Aromanian form is believed to be Crushuva.
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https://www.katastar.gov.mk/en/data/cartographic-products/
https://geonames.nga.mil/namesgaz/
https://geonames.nga.mil/geonames/GNSSearch/GNSDocs/policies/North_Macedonia_Country_Policy_webversion_Latest.pdf
https://www.stat.gov.mk/publikacii/2022/Statistichki-atlas-mk-al-web.pdf
https://www.stat.gov.mk/PrikaziPoslednaPublikacija.aspx?id=87
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Inventory of characters (and their Unicode encodings®):

The BGN/PCGN Romanization system for Macedonian Cyrillic contains the following letter-diacritic
combinations in addition to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman script:

Upper-case character Unicode encoding Lower-case character Unicode encoding
G 01F4 g 01F5
VA 017D i 017E
Dz* 01F2 dz * 01F3
Lj* 01C8 lj * 01C9
Nj * 01CB Nj * 01cCC
K IE30 k IE31
¢ 010C ¢ 010D
Dz * 01C5 dz * 01Ce
S 0160 § 0161

*Note that these characters can also be reproduced with individual letters (e.g. I+j).

9 See www.unicode.org
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North Macedonia is composed of 70 opstini (municipalities), singular opstina (mkd); komunat; singular: komuna (sgi), and one grad (city) (mkd);
gytet (sqgi): Grad Skopje; Qyteti i Shkupit (City of Skopje). Additionally, 10 municipalities constitute the City of Skopje; these municipalities enjoy a
high level of autonomy but remain somewhat subordinate to the overarching City of Skopje, and as stipulated in North Macedonia’s Law of
Territorial Organisation of 2004, the centre of each of these is the City of Skopje. The categorisation of the 10 municipalities is sometimes included
at the first-order level (so the country as a whole comprises 80 municipalities in such lists). These 10 municipalities with their ISO 3166-2 codes
are shown below the main table.

Although Albanian is now considered a second official language across the country, Macedonian sources use predominantly Macedonian-only
geographical names, and only these forms have been shown in the list below. For information on Albanian names, please contact PCGN.

ADM1 Macedonian ADM1 romanization ::)::166-2 :ndar:(ier;ﬁ:‘::tr:ve centre t\:;;::i;rt?ct):e centre Centre location

ApaunHoBO Aracinovo MK-802 ApaunHoBo Aracinovo 42°01'35”N 21°33’'43"E
BepoBo Berovo MK-201 BepoBso Berovo 41°18'10”N 20°49’'49"E
butona Bitola MK-501 butona Bitola 41°42°11”N 22°51'28"E
boraaHum Bogdanci MK-401 BoraaHum Bogdanci 41°01'53”N 21°20°05”E
borosume Bogovinje MK-601 borosure Bogovinje 41°12’11”N 22°34’'32”E
bocunoso Bosilovo MK-402 bocunoso Bosilovo 41°55’25”N 20°54’49”E
BpBeHuuUa Brvenica MK-602 BpBeHuMuUa Brvenica 41°26’26”N 22°43’'40"E
Yawka Caska MK-109 Yawka Cagka 41°38'55”N 21°41'32"E
LUeHTap HKyna Centar Zupa MK-313 UeHTap *yna Centar Zupa 41°28'44”N 20°33'31"E
YewmnHoBo-ObneweBo Cesinovo-Oblesevo MK-210 Obneweso Oblesevo 41°53'00”N 22°20'02"E
Yyyep CaHaeBo Cucer Sandevo MK-816 Yyyep CaHaeBo Cucer Sandevo 42°06’07”N 21°23'04”E
Oebap Debar MK-303 Oebap Debar 41°31'28”N 20°31'27"E
Jebapua Debarca MK-304 BenunwTa Belcista 41°18'10”N 20°49’49"E
JdenyeBo Delcevo MK-203 Jdenyeso Delcevo 41°57'55”N 22°46’35"E
Odemunp Xucap Demir Hisar MK-502 Oemunp Xucap Demir Hisar 41°13’15”N 21°12'11"E
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ADM1 Macedonian ADM1 romanization :::::166-2 :/IdaT:;E:‘riz::ve centre f::;::i:rt?::e centre Centre location

Oemunp Kanuja Demir Kapija MK-103 Oemup Kanuja Demir Kapija 41°24'22”N 22°14’47"E
JojpaH Dojran MK-406 Crap JojpaH Star Dojran 41°11°11”N22°43'13"E
JonHeHun Dolneni MK-503 JonHeHn Dolneni 41°25'33”N 21°27°14"E
lesrenuja Gevgelija MK-405 lesrenuja Gevgelija 41°08’30”N 22°30°05"E
lFoctusap Gostivar MK-604 loctnsap Gostivar 41°47°46”N 20°54’29”E
lpaacko Gradsko MK-102 lpaacko Gradsko 41°34’39”N 21°56'34"E
UnnHpeH llinden MK-807 UnuHpeH llinden 41°59’40”N 21°34’48"E
JeryHoBue Jegunovce MK-606 JeryHoBUe Jegunovce 42°04'21”N 21°07’25"E
KapbuHum Karbinci MK-205 KapbuHum Karbinci 41°49°03”N 22°14’07"E
KaBagapuu Kavadarci MK-104 KaBagapuu Kavadarci 41°25’59”N 22°00°43"E
Kuueso Kicevo MK-307 Kuueso Kicevo 41°54’59”N 22°24’'46"E
KouaHu Kocani MK-206 KouaHu Kocani 41°29°42”N 22°23'01"E
KoHue Konce MK-407 KoHue Konce 42°04’42”N 22°10'51"E
KpaTtoBo Kratovo MK-701 KpaTtoBo Kratovo 42°12°03”N 22°19'57"E
Kpusa MNanaHka Kriva Palanka MK-702 Kpusa MNanaHka Kriva Palanka 41°30’46”N 20°57'32”E
KpuBorawTtaHu Krivogastani MK-504 KpuBorawTtaHu Krivogastani 41°20°13”N 21°19’'52"E
Kpyweso Krusevo MK-505 Kpyweso Krusevo 41°22°10”N 21°14’54"E
KymaHoso Kumanovo MK-703 KymaHoBo Kumanovo 42°07°56”N 21°42’52”E
JNlnnkoso Lipkovo MK-704 Nunkoeo Lipkovo 42°09'23”N 21°35'07"E
JNosoBo Lozovo MK-105 Nososo Lozovo 41°47°02”N 21°54’20"E
MakKegoHcka KameHnua | Makedonska Kamenica MK-207 MakKefoHcka KameHunua Makedonska Kamenica | 42°01’15”N 22°35’15”E
MaKeaoHcku Bpog, Makedonski Brod MK-308 MaKeaoHcku bpog, Makedonski Brod 41°30'49”N 21°12’55”E
MaspoBo 1 PocTywwa Mavrovo i Rostusa MK-607 Poctywa Rostusa 41°36’36”N 20°36'00”E
Moruna Mogila MK-506 Moruna Mogila 41°06’30”N 21°22'43"E
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ADM1 Macedonian ADM1 romanization :::::166-2 :/IdaT:;E:‘riz::ve centre f::;::i:rt?::e centre Centre location

HerotuHo Negotino MK-106 HerotnHo Negotino 41°29°04”N 22°05’'26"E
HoBauu Novaci MK-507 HoBauu Novaci 41°02’31”N 21°27°31"E
Hoso Ceno Novo Selo MK-408 Hoso Ceno Novo Selo 41°24’53”N 22°52'54”E
Oxpug, Ohrid MK-310 Oxpug Ohrid 41°07'02”N 20°48’07"E
MNexyeso Pehcevo MK-208 MNexyeBo Pehcevo 41°45’44”N 22°53’21"E
MeTposeLl, Petrovec MK-810 MeTposeLl, Petrovec 41°56’20”N 21°36'54"E
MnacHuua Plasnica MK-311 MnacHuua Plasnica 41°28'02”N 21°07'23"E
Mpunen Prilep MK-508 Mpunen Prilep 41°20°43”N 21°33’'18"E
MpobuwTtmn Probistip MK-209 MpobuwTunn Probistip 42°00°07”N 22°10'22"E
Paposuw Radovis MK-409 Paposuw Radovis 41°38'18”N 22°27'53"E
PaHKoBLE Rankovce MK-705 PaHKoBUEe Rankovce 42°10'07”N 22°07°00"E
PeceH Resen MK-509 PeceH Resen 41°05’22”N 21°00’39”E
PocomaH Rosoman MK-107 PocomaH Rosoman 41°31°00”N 21°56’45”E
Ckonje Skopje -10 Ckonje Skopje 41°59’47”N 21°25’53”E
Conuuwre Sopiste MK-812 Conuuwre Sopiste 41°57°17”N 21°25'39”E
Crapo HaropuuaHe Staro Nagoricane MK-706 Crapo HaropuuaHe Staro Nagoric¢ane 42°11'53”N 21°49’'43"E
LWTmn Stip MK-211 LLTmn Stip 41°44’32”N 22°11’53"E
Crpyra Struga MK-312 Crpyra Struga 41°10°41”N 20°40’40”"E
Ctpymunua Strumica MK-410 Ctpymuua Strumica 41°26’15”N 22°38'36"E
CTyaeHun4aHm Studenicani MK-813 CrypeHuyaHm Studenicani 41°54’57”N 21°31’50”E
Csetn Hukone Sveti Nikole MK-108 Csetn Hukone Sveti Nikole 41°52’00”N 21°56’28"E
Teapue Tearce MK-608 Teapue Tearce 42°04’36”N 21°03’'11"E
TeToBO Tetovo MK-609 TeToBO Tetovo 42°00’35”N 20°58'18"E

10 The ISO 3166-2 Standard includes codes for the 10 municipalities within the city, so the City of Skopje itself is not included.
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ADM1 Macedonian ADM1 romanization :::::166-2 :/IdaT:;E:‘riz::ve centre f::;::i:rt?::e centre Centre location

BanaHpoBso Valandovo MK-403 BanaHpoBo Valandovo 41°19'03”N 22°33’36"E
Bacuneso Vasilevo MK-404 Bacuneso Vasilevo 41°28'27”N 22°38’'35"E
Benec Veles MK-101 Benec Veles 41°42’'56”N 21°46'32"E
BeBuaHu Vevcani MK-301 BeBuyaHu Vevcani 41°14’26”N 20°35'36"E
BuHuua Vinica MK-202 BuHuua Vinica 41°52'58”N 22°30'33"E
Bpanuuwre Vrapciste MK-603 Bpanuuwre Vrapciste 41°50°04”N 20°53’'08"E
3eneHnKoBO Zelenikovo MK-806 3eneHnKoBO Zelenikovo 41°53’03”N 21°35’19”E
¥enunHo Zelino MK-605 ¥enunHo Zelino 41°58’57”N 21°03’45”E
3pHoBUM Zrnovci MK-204 3pHoBUM Zrnovci 41°51'15”N 22°26’40"E

10 municipalities within Skopje (each recorded with their centre as being Skopje)

Macedonian Romanization ::)::166-2
Aepoapom Aerodrom MK-801
ByTen Butel MK-803
Yaup Cair MK-815
LeHTap Centar MK-814
lasu baba Gazi Baba MK-804
Fopue MeTpos Gorce Petrov MK-805
Kapnow Karpos MK-808
Kuncena Boga Kisela Voda MK-809
Capaj Saraj MK-811
LLlyto Opwnsapu Suto Orizari MK-817
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PCGN Approved
name!!

Macedonian name
(PCGN Romanization)

Feature Type

Location

Belasica/Belasitsa/Ker
kini Oros

Benacuua (Belasica)

Mountain range [North
Macedonia/Bulgaria/Greece]

41°20'19"N 22°55'39"E

Golem Korab (in North
Macedonia) or Maja e
Korabit (Albania)

fonem Kopab
(Golem Korab)

Mountain
[North Macedonia/Albania] (high
point in North Macedonia, 2764m)

41°47'24"N 20°32'49"E

. JojpaHcko Esepo Lake on e or iam
Lake Doiran (Dojransko Ezero) [North Macedonia/Greece] A171251°N 22°44'44°E
Lake Ohrid Oxpuacko Esepo Lake 41°00'00"N 20°45'00"E

(Ohridsko Ezero)

[North Macedonia/Albania]

Lake Prespa

MNpecnaHcKko E3epo
(Prespansko Ezero)

Lake [North
Macedonia/Albania/Greece]

40°54'08"N 21°01'56"E

Vardar or Vardar River

Bapaap (Vardar)

River
[North Macedonia/Greece]

40°30'08"N 22°43'17"E

Useful references

e BBC country profile [no longer updated]: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-

17550407

e BGN/PCGN Romanization Agreement for Macedonian:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachmen

t data/file/811514/ROMANIZATION OF MACEDONIAN.pdf

e FCDO Geographical Names & Information:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/geographical-names-and-information

e International Organization for Standardization (I1SO): http://www.iso.org
e SO Online Browsing Platform (OBP): https://www.iso.org/obp/ui

e North Macedonia’s Agency for Real Estate Cadastre cartographic products:

https://www.katastar.gov.mk/en/data/cartographic-products/

e North Macedonia Statistical Atlas, 2021: Statistical Atlas 2021
e PCGN Country Names list: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/country-names
e Unicode www.unicode.org

e US Board on Geographic Names GEOnet Names Server:
https://geonames.nga.mil/namesgaz/

e US Board on Geographic Names Country Policy for North Macedonia

Compiled by PCGN
www.gov.uk/pcgn

reviewed March 2026

' PCGN recommends use of conventional names for international features where they exist. If there is no
conventional name, then the relevant name can be shown on the appropriate side of the international
boundary on cartographic products.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17550407
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17550407
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/811514/ROMANIZATION_OF_MACEDONIAN.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/811514/ROMANIZATION_OF_MACEDONIAN.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/geographical-names-and-information
http://www.iso.org/
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui
https://www.katastar.gov.mk/en/data/cartographic-products/
https://www.stat.gov.mk/publikacii/2022/Statistichki-atlas-mk-al-web.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/country-names
http://www.unicode.org/
https://geonames.nga.mil/namesgaz/
https://geonames.nga.mil/geonames/GNSSearch/GNSDocs/policies/North_Macedonia_Country_Policy_webversion_Latest.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/pcgn

