
Reference: 2026-005 
  
Thank you for your email in which you requested the following information under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000 (FOIA):  
 
1. Copies of any current policies, guidance, or procedures for SFO investigators on 
verifying Companies House data during investigations, including handling 
discrepancies between layer 1 structured searchable name records found in the 
company overview section) and underlying layer 2 PDF filings (e.g., incorporation or 
name change documents) found in the companies filing history section. 
2. Any internal assessments, briefings, or reports (produced since 2023) on risks to 
serious fraud investigations arising from data integrity issues in Companies House 
records, particularly legacy mismatches in company name histories or entity 
structures. 
3. Recorded statistics (e.g., from case management systems or annual reports) on the 
number of SFO investigations or enquiries (from 2020–2025) that involved 
discrepancies, anomalies, or suspected exploitation of Companies House data 
mismatches, broken down by category (e.g., false registrations, opaque ownership, 
name divergences) where available. 
4. Details of any coordination or discussions with Companies House (since 2023) 
regarding systemic data vulnerabilities under the Economic Crime and Corporate 
Transparency Act 2023, including use of enhanced powers to address historical 
mismatches in high-risk sectors such as banking, insurance, or financial services. 
5. Copies of any internal records, notes, or correspondence created in response to the 
attached SignalWatch UK report and list of companies (or similar third-party analyses 
of Companies House vulnerabilities submitted to the SFO). 
6. Any recorded information on SFO referrals, intelligence logs, or preliminary reviews 
initiated in relation to potential economic crime risks in the companies listed in the 
attached document, or comparable cases involving networked entities in the financial 
services sector. 
 
Response 
The SFO neither confirms nor denies whether it holds information falling within the description 
specified in your request. The duty in Section 1(1)(a) of the FOIA does not apply, by virtue of 
sections 30(3) of that Act. Nothing in my reply should be taken as an indication that the 
information you requested is or is not held by the SFO.  
 
Section 30(3) provides that:  
The duty to confirm or deny does not arise in relation to information which is (or if it were held 
by the public authority would be) exempt information by virtue of subsection (1) or (2).  
 
Section 30(1) provides that:  
(1) Information held by a public authority is exempt information if it has at any time been held 

by the authority for the purposes of—  
(a) any investigation which the public authority has a duty to conduct with a view to it being 

ascertained—  
(i) whether a person should be charged with an offence, or  



(ii) whether a person charged with an offence is guilty of it,  
(b) any investigation which is conducted by the authority and in the circumstances may 

lead to a decision by the authority to institute criminal proceedings which the authority 
has power to conduct,  

or (c) any criminal proceedings which the authority has power to conduct.  
 
How the exemption is engaged  
Section 30(1) exempts any information held by a public authority if it has at any time been held 
by the authority for the purposes of (b) any investigation which is conducted by the authority, 
and in the circumstances may lead to a decision by the authority to institute criminal 
proceedings which the authority has power to conduct.  
 
Section 30(3) allows the respondent to “neither confirm nor deny” whether any information is 
held in relation to the question where the requested information, if held, is described by section 
30(1).  
 
It is clear that your questions relate to information that you believe may be held by the SFO 
for the purposes of criminal investigations, as set out in section 30(1)(b), meaning the SFO 
must neither confirm nor deny whether the information is held in accordance with S30 of the 
FOIA (2000).  
 
Public interest test  
Sections 30(3) is a qualified exemption and requires consideration of whether, in all the 
circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exclusion of the duty to 
confirm or deny outweighs the public interest in disclosing whether the public authority holds 
the information. More information about exemptions in general and the public interest test is 
available on the ICO’s website at www.ico.org.uk 
  
It is recognised that there is a general public interest in publicising the work of the SFO, so 
that the public knows that serious fraud, bribery and corruption are being investigated and 
prosecuted effectively and so that the public can be reassured about the general conduct of 
our organisation and how public money is spent. The SFO takes steps to meet this interest by 
publishing casework information on its website where appropriate.  
 
However, it is also recognised that it is in the public interest to safeguard the investigative 
process and that investigating bodies should be afforded the space to determine the course 
of any investigation. On some occasions, releasing information about what is held or not held 
by law enforcement bodies would be detrimental to that process. To confirm or deny whether 
the information you have requested is held (if held) would, for reasons outlined earlier, be 
likely to prejudice the SFO’s conduct of any criminal investigation/ability to tackle and prevent 
serious crime. This would not be in the public interest as the right of access to information 
should not undermine the investigation and prosecution of criminal matters.  
 
Having considered the opposing arguments, it is clear that the benefits of confirming whether 
or not the information is held are outweighed by the disbenefits and thus the public interest 
favours maintaining the exclusion of the duty to confirm or deny whether information is held. 
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