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2021. Discharge permit compliance underperformance has affected the score 
with three failing sites in 2023. 

• Essex & Suffolk Water, part of Northumbrian Water Ltd, published its Water 
Resource Management Plan (WRMP24) in October 2024. The plan proposes 
to accelerate 3 new supply options to meet future demand in Suffolk: 
Suffolk Strategic Network, Lowestoft re-use and North Suffolk Reservoir.  

• [REDACTED].   
 

Notable rivers in the region:  
• River Tyne: The river flows from Northumberland through Newcastle upon Tyne 

and Gateshead and has played a significant role in shaping the northeast's social 
and economic development. The river is an important ecosystem that supports 
a wide range of wildlife and various conservation efforts are in place 
(e.g.  Northumberland Wildlife Trust has established several nature reserves 
along the banks of River Tyne to protect breeding grounds for wading birds). 

• River Tees: A significant river in the social, economic and cultural history of 
Teesside, providing access to the sea via ports in Middlesbrough and Hartlepool. 
Home to Atlantic salmon, European eel, sea trout, and lamprey. 

• River Blyth, Northumberland: Flowing through South Northumberland, the river 
is enjoyed by anglers for cod and mackerel at the estuary.  

• River Blyth, Suffolk: The river in east Suffolk flows to a tidal estuary between 
Southwold and Walberswick which is a haven for wildlife.  

• River Crouch, Essex: Forms the southern boundary of the Dengie Peninsula – 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, used for leisure activities and also a 
thriving habitat for nature.  
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Q&A: 
 

FINANCIAL RESILIENCE: 
 

Q: [REDACTED]?  
• [REDACTED]. 
• [REDACTED]. 
• [REDACTED]. 
• [REDACTED].  
 
ECONOMIC GROWTH: 
 
Q: How will the water sector contribute to wider economic growth? 
• Ofwat’s expenditure allowance for PR24 will unlock regional economic growth 

with companies proposing 30,000 new jobs – including 5,000 apprenticeships – 
across the country to deliver this programme by 2030.   

• Through securing our future water supply, we will boost the economy by 
supporting new housing and business development. 

 
THE WATER (SPECIAL MEASURES) ACT 2025: 
 
Q: What do you hope to achieve with the Act? 
• The Water (Special Measures) Act delivers on our manifesto commitment to put 

water companies under special measures by strengthening regulation to clean 
up our waters. 

• The Act will turn around the performance of water companies, ensuring they are 
held to account where they do not deliver for customers and the environment. 
These are the critical first steps in enabling a long-term and transformative reset 
of the entire water sector. 

• The Act introduces the most significant increase in enforcement powers for the 
water industry regulators in a decade and will give the regulators the teeth they 
need to take tougher action against water companies in the next investment 
period. 

• However, we are also going further. The independent commission will consider 
the roles and responsibilities of the water industry regulators and how we can 
ensure our regulators operate as effectively as possible. 
 

WATER COMMISSION: 
 
Q: What is the aim of the commission? 
• The aim of the commission is to ensure the water industry has clear objectives 

for future outcomes and a long-term vision to support delivery of 
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environmental, public health, customer and economic outcomes, alongside an 
effective and transparent regulatory framework.    

• The commission has consulted experts in areas like the environment, public 
health, engineering, customers, investors and economics, reporting to the 
Secretary of State for Environment and Wales’ Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change and Rural Affairs by Q2 2025.  The 
interim report was issued on 3 June 2025 and focused around five areas: 
Strategic Direction and Systems Planning; Legislative Framework; Regulatory 
Reform; Company Structures, Ownership, Governance and Management; and 
Infrastructure and Asset Health.   

 
 


