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Burns
A burn is damage to the skin caused by heat, friction, electricity, radiation or chemicals. Burns are characterised by degree (first, second, third or fourth) based on the severity of the tissue damage and the amount of body surface area involved. 

Based on the extent of the damage, you should assess whether the burn is minor, moderate or severe. In doing so, you should consider Note 1 of the Tariff of Injuries together with any evidence which demonstrates the extent of the burn such as a medical report and photographs. 

‘Minor burns’ to the limbs and torso are excluded from the Tariff of Injuries. The Scheme does not define ‘minor burns’. You should therefore apply its ordinary meaning. In general, a minor burn is likely to heal with little or no effect on the person’s appearance to the reasonable observer and will not usually require treatment at hospital. If you do not regard the burn as minor in nature the award should be for moderate or severe as appropriate. 

When considering medical evidence, note that when a medical practitioner assesses burns, they usually refer to the percentage of the whole body and not the percentage of the area affected. Therefore, if they provide a percentage figure, you should ensure that it is clear from the medical evidence if it relates to the specific area or the whole body. 
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