[image: Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority logo]

Scarring
A scar is a permanent mark left after a wound has healed. There must be some disfigurement for you to make an award.
Tariff awards reflect the area of the body disfigured, with higher awards available for those areas more readily visible.
Once you have established which area of the body has been injured it is important to apply the correct tariff description. The words 'minor disfigurement', 'significant disfigurement' and 'serious disfigurement' are used to describe all scarring tariff injuries. As there is no definition of these words within the Scheme or the tariff, you should apply their ordinary meanings.
You should consider the following as a general guide:
· Minor disfigurement would mean there is a residual mark or series of small marks, cuts or punctures visible after a wound has healed. There would be little cosmetic effect visible to a reasonable observer. If the injury is not classed as minor in nature the award should be for significant disfigurement or serious disfigurement.
· Significant disfigurement would mean there is a noticeable and measurable disfigurement which is not minor in cosmetic effect and which is clearly visible to a reasonable observer.
· Serious disfigurement would mean there is a clear and obvious measurable disfigurement which goes beyond significant disfigurement and has a pronounced and conspicuous cosmetic effect.

You must explain your reasons for selecting the appropriate injury description showing that you have considered the area of the body where the scar appears and that you have assessed its visibility and cosmetic effect.

Medical evidence is not always necessary to assess scarring. Where the police report supports the photographs supplied by the applicant you can make a decision on the balance of probabilities.
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