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Assessing ‘substantial recovery’ or ‘continuing significant disability’

The words 'substantial recovery' and 'continuing significant disability' are used in the description of many of the tariff injuries. As there is no definition of these words within the Scheme or the tariff, you should apply their ordinary meanings.

When assessing whether an injury falls into 'substantial recovery' or 'continuing significant disability' you should first assess the injury and the condition of the limb or organ, taking into consideration any observable and measurable loss of function or faculty. It is important that you refer to the medical evidence when making your decision. However, you can also take into account the applicant’s ability to perform everyday tasks. 

Once the injury to the limb or organ has been established it is important to apply the correct tariff description. You should consider the following:

‘Substantial recovery’ would mean having most, if not all, of the functioning of an injured body part returned to normal. There may be some continuing problems but these would be relatively minor and not have a noticeable effect to the applicant. If there has not been a substantial recovery, the award should be for a continuing significant disability.
‘Continuing significant disability’ would mean that the applicant experiences a noticeable and measurable impairment which could reasonably be described as significant. Such evidence would suggest that the applicant had not made a substantial recovery.

You must show you have considered all the medical evidence and adequately explained your reasons for selecting the appropriate injury description.
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