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Approach to Immediate
Definition of ‘immediate’ 

‘Immediate’ is used in the Scheme in different contexts: ‘immediate violence’ (Annex B) and ‘immediate aftermath’ (paragraph 6). In general, the use of ‘immediate’ means something instant, without any intervening physical space or lapse in time.

Approach – ‘immediate violence’ 

The term ‘immediate’ in this context should be tightly interpreted. ‘Immediate’ here means straight away. This includes where the applicant is unsure when the violence could occur or the exact form of this violence, providing the evidence does not exclude that a person of reasonable firmness would have believed that this violence could happen in the immediate future. 

Approach – ‘immediate aftermath’ 

The term ‘immediate’ in this context should be tightly interpreted. The term ‘immediate’ in this context generally suggests a very close link in time and location with the incident. The ‘aftermath’ relates to the incident itself. This is a question of fact and degree and will usually cover the situation in which the applicant arrives at the scene of the incident. The Scheme does not cover the situation in which the applicant learns about the incident some time later.   
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